
Jordan registers tremor of 4.08 an Richter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An earth tremor measuring 4.08 on the 
Ridner scale was registered Monday by the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA). NRA Acting Director Mohammad Abu 
Ajamieb said the tremor was recorded at the Dead Sea area at 
12:12 p,m. He said its epicentre was believed to be located at 26 
kilometres below sea level. The tremor was also felt in the 
occupied West Bank and Israel, causing neither injury nor 
damage, seismologists said. Residents felt several ripples in 
occupied Jerusalem from the temblor. Israel registered the tremor 
at 4.2 on the Richter scale, AFP reported. Hie epicentre was in 
the Dead Sea, a continuation of the African rift valley, some 40 
kilometres from Jerusalem, it said. A quake measuring four or 
more is capable of causing moderate damage. 
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Lebanese army to deploy 
in Hizbollah strongholds 

Gun licences and permissions to enter south cancelled 


r R urun ucei 

Combined agency dispatches 


BEIRUT — President Elias Hra- 
,.y e chaW. wi ordered the Lebanese army 
* ou Iihtj^ Monday to get ready to move 
yotfrse^' south to frontline villages from 
told U|£ Z which guerrilla attacks were laun- 
• " R| tt don’iL. chid and which Israel cited as the 
people, reason for its massive bombard- 
yho * ment of Lebanon last week, 
inferior 10,1 Hizbollah. whose guerrillas 
sbyoshb)^' have long used the area as a 
lance springboard for attacks on Israeli 
told 0^7 forces, reaaed warily but sources 
he deenh tilc group said it would avoid 
‘I woaldfle^ “y showdown with the army. 
ialfofalU,I : Deployment of regular troops 

her, who next 10 a 15- kilometre -deep buff- 
ier'-'hj Jr^r zone controlled by Israel 
rhe rest rf*. be a step towards disarming 
nk that thc ^rrillos and cutting their 
sudi - su PPty lutes, as demanded by 


ploy in (the United Nations 
force’s) area of operations.” 
The short statement from the 
country’s top military body did 
□bt disclose further details as to 
when the army would move into 


the area of operations of the 
U. N. Int erim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) or how it would work 
with the peacekeepers. 

The decision to deploy the 
army came two days after a U.S.- 


brokered ceasefire ended the 
Israeli bombardment that devas- 
tated 80 viQages and displaced 
nearly a half million people. 

The blitz also killed 147 people 
and wounded 496, according to 


such booa- 

rta Mend 
aba 


“The army's deployment in this 
region should be a step to consoli- 


yfjg date internal security and the 
resistance. This step should be in 
(R) — Gr hnnnony *b® recent stands 
■ e p n2e k* and assurances (of the Lebanese) 
r for I* government," Sheikh Hasson 
tacta, w Nasrallah secreiary-general of 
- Hizbollah, told reporters. 

\ Hizbollah sources said a de- 
■y? legation left for Damascus to 
? discuss the army's plans with 

in, pTKifc Syria, the key foreign power in 
nensFedc Lebanon. 

rrw Ceonz The Higher Defence Council 
a.jng lomr ft decided “to maintain the 
ier stay on army’s combat readiness to de- 








Christopher: Decision PLO opposes ‘early 

. • K . . empowerment plan 

lllTlf* ¥lf*£ll* 1FI JvilflPllST ByWafaAmr ment of the word ’e 
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rrw Crans The Higher Defence Council 
a.ing lomr said it decided “to maintain the 
ler stay on army’s combat readiness to de- 
5. Ms. \k 

SChnstc 

presentee : 

ns BeiancoE ^ 

7; time ne 

n in supper Combined agency dispatches 

tin Amend: 

pvdam ALEXANDRIA — U.S. Secret- 
■mala. ary of State Warren Christopher 
met Egyptian President Hosni 
~lbahf$ Mubarak Monday and declared 
" l ^ ,at ’^cision time" on Middle 
dinyaefl e ast peace was rapidly 
. approaching. 

Mr. Christopher, starting a 
, , o,. tour of Egypt, Israel, Syria, Jor- 
'jv. dan and maybe Lebanon to try to 
revive Arab- Israeli peace talks, 
\acfli saw Mubarak for two hours 
at a presidential palace overlook- 
yjDual t^ A] exanc jria harbour. 

S»ntfu*K immediately afterwards, Mr. 
Phihp- “j : p Mubarak met Palestine Libera- 
ai * 1 tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
'Alll tBS u 1 

E World Ban 
§ W. Bank, ( 

iiM- % AMMAN (R) — The World 
Bank has recommended a $3 
stiffs billion investment plan to revive 
, Pji** the economy of the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
,bf saw ■ ■ Strip over a 10-year period, 
ileJ d* 'Z Palestinians involved the scheme 
disclosed Monday. 

p They said the plan proposes 
ilie<j 51.2 billion to be disbursed dur- 
,dni ff • ing a five-year interim period of 
' i|j f rstf s . Palestinian self-rule. The rest 
0 f $$■', would be spent on infrastructure 
*[ $ projects in the second five-year 
* .pm*; phase. 

Multilateral donors, including 
n Arab countries, are expected to 
■ fund public sector projects form- 
, -jetting the investment package. 

It™ j Palestinian economists close to 
the project praised the World 
. fg Bank for what they see as the 
l' rc . study’s generally accurate reflec- 
tion of economic distortions 
6 arising from occupation. But they 
& p rated the projected investment 
d \jpS c figures as low. 
jn 0 '^ 1 "The study's investment esti- 
i mates are much less than the 
5®%*- actual needs to rebuild the 
Palestinian economy to attain the 
pp* 7.1' levels of growth close to those of 
the surrounding states,” said 
peace negotiator Samir Abdul- 
iah, who also heads the Palesti- 
man ®dc in talks with the World 
i S Bank mission. 




gaajg 


Lebanese women pick their way through rabble as they return to inspect their homes In the Sooth 
Lebanese ~riBage of Jlbsbeet (AFP photo) 


latest police figures. Seven bodies 
have been found under the nibble 
since the ceasefire went into 
effect Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Parliament Speak- 
er Nabih Bern led a convoy of 
refugees in hundreds of buses and 
cars from Beirut to South Leba- 
non in what he described as "the 
return march." 

Mr. Berri, addressing 
thousands of sympathisers at his 
hilltop mansion in the southern 
resort of Msyaleh, said the deci- 
sion to deploy the army in UNI- 
FIL's area of operations was “a 
derision taken oy the Lebanese 
people.” 

State-run Beirut Radio said 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri re- 
layed the government's decision 
to U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Gbali by telephone late Sun- 
day. 

The report said Dr, Ghali later 
returned Mr. Hariri's call and 
informed him of (he U.N. 
approval of the government's de- 
cision. 

Lebanese military sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said an action plan for the 
deployment would have to be 
worked out with UNIFIL. 

The government cancelled all 

(Continued on page 5) 

Army confronts gnerrfflas; rest- 
dents return to ruins, page 2 


Mr. Arafat also met with Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa on Sun- 
day and said he outlined Palesti- 
nian positions to be conveyed to 
Mr. Christopher. 

Mr. Christopher told reporters 
that this month's massive Israeli 
bombardment of Lebanon and 
retaliatory rocket attacks by guer- 
rillas should serve as a warning of 
what could happen if Arabs and 
Israelis did not make their peace 
talks su cc eed. 

“We both agreed that recent 
events there can serve as a remin- 
der to all parties that the Arab- 
Israeli negotiations can quickly 
deteriorate ... if we do not take 


World Bank drafts 
W. Bank, Gaza plan 


" lnl , 

ite n®*' 

lire 


jtf* 1 iah, who also heads the Palesti- 
jprfLa' nian side in talks with the World 
tftfV Bank mission. 
jffO 1 "The amounts of funds allo- 
cated are much too conservative 
>. logy to cope with the problems faring 
3. our economy,” he told Reuters in 
'interview during a visit to 
d. JJi Jordan. “We are asking for more 
ambitious programmes to cover 
•j^ ^ 6015,5 interim period.” 

Dr. Abdullah estimated the 


occupied territories would need 
to reach at least a 10 per cent 
annual gross national product 
(GNP) growth in the first five 
years of self-rule to narrow the 
gap with the economies of the 
region. 

The World Bank estimates the 
area's GNP around S3 billion 
while Palestinians put it at about 
a third less. The study also says 
the area suffered a six per cent 
drop in growth since 1987. 

The World Bank undertook 
the study as part of multilateral 
Middle East talks to support the 
peace process by rehabilitating 
the occupied territories' ailing in- 
frastructure. 

The multilateral negotiations, 
covering secondary^ regional 
issues such as economic coopera- 
tion and water rights, comple- 
ment the 21-month-old direct 
Arab- Israeli negotiations. 

The study, completed in June 
after a series of fact-finding mis- 
sions to the area early this year, 
recommends immediate, medium 
and long-term action within the 
S3 billion investment masterplan. 

The proposal will be presented 
for approval at the next multi- 
lateral working group on econo- 
mic cooperation, due to open in 
Copenhagen later this year. 

A World Bank mission last 
week concluded talks on the 
study's findings with Palestinian , 
representatives. 

According to the terms of the 
peace process, Palestinians and 
Israel should agree on a five-year 
interim period of self-rule. Talk 
on the final status of the territor- 
ies should begin in the third year. 


this moment for peacemaking,” 
be declared. 

Discussing his informal dead- 
line that the 21-month-old Middle 
East peace process must take 
progress by the end of this year, 
Mr. Christopher said: “Decision 
time is rapidly approaching.” 

But he promised: "As a full 
partner, the United States is pre- 
pared to stay die course." 

Mr. Christopher told reporters 
he expected to make “steady 
progress" but no breakthroughs 
during his stops in Egypt, Israel , 
Syria and Jordan — a trip he 
delayed until after Saturday’s 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bus hijacker 
kills Israeli, 
wounds six 

Combined agency dispatches 

'GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip — A lone Palestinian hi- 
jacked a U.N. bus and deliberate- 
ly rammed two cars killing one 
Israeli and injuring six others, 
five of them policemen, police 
said. 

A bearded man forced out the 
bus driver and four passengers in 
Gaza City and set off south along 
a road used by the army and 
Jewish settlers, said a spokesman 
far the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees. 

He crashed the UNRWA vehi- 
cle head-on into a police jeep and 
a military administration car. 

Tlie dead man was a civilian 
employee of the Israeli military 
administration on the strip, police 
said. Two of the injured were in a 
very serious condition. 

The Islamic Jihad movement 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack via loudhailcrs in the 
streets of Gaza City, witnesses 
said. 

”We the military wing of Isla- 
mic Jihad takes responsibility for 
ramming the bus into two Israeli 
cars,” activists shouted in the 
Sabra neighbourhood. 

Islamic Jihad last week urged 
Palestinians to launch suicide 
attacks on Israelis to avenge the 
seven-day Israeli onslaught on 
Lebanon. 

UNRWA Gaza spokesman 
Ron Wilkinson said: “The man 

(Continued on page 3) 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior Palestinian 
official said on Monday that the 
U.S. was trying to exclude Jeru- 
salem from Palestinian jurisdic- 
tion by pushing Palestinians to 
accept early empowerment m the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Palestine Libe ration Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
that the U.S. presented Palesti- 
nians with a paper last week 
which included U.S. views on the 
transfer of some civil functions. 

“We have rejected their re- 
newed offer in writing before 
Christopher’s visit,” Mr. Abed 
Rabbo said. 

He said the U.S. ideas were not 
new and fall within the ideas that 
were mentioned in- the June 30 
U.S. draft document that was 
rejected by Palestinians. 

The June document aimed at 
bridging PaJe5tinian-Israeli differ- 
ences over a five-year interim 
self-rule period in the occupied 
territories. Palestinians rejected 
the paper because it excluded 
Jerusalem from the interim 
arangements and failed to define 
the scope of Palestinian jurisdic- 
tion in the occupied territories. 

“What is new is the replace- 


ment of the word ’early 
empowerment' with thc word 
“early assumption of authority” 
despite an unchanged content,” 
Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

The PLO official said that new 
U.S. unofficial paper on early 
empowerment was a dear U.S. 
bias towards Israel because it 
aims at bypassing Jerusalem and 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories." 

“Early assumption of some 
(unctions was originally an Israeli 
idea with aims at separating the 
land from its people, and restrict- 
ing Palestinian responsibilities 
within the framework of some 
civil functions under the control 
of the Israeli military rule,” he 
said. “We reject this idea total- 
ly." 

PLO offidals said they expect 
the meetings between U.S.- 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher and Palestinian peace dele- 
gates in the occupied territories 
next week to focus on this idea." 

“They will repeat the rejection 
to the idea,” they said. 

“We think Christopher will try 
to market the idea of early 

(Continued on page 3) 

Palestinians see Trojan horse, 
P«ge 2 



Bfk Majesty Kmg Hussein with Turkish President Suleiman Demirel in Istanbul (AFP photo) 

King believes U.S. 
serious for peace 

His Majesty describes visits to U.K., 
France and Turkey as fruitful 

Trend to portray Islam as enemy is dangerous 

Jerusalem integral part of peace talks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Monday expressed his 
belief that the Clinton adminis- 
tration is committed to the estab- 
lishment of peace in the Middle 
East. 

Returning home after a three- 
week visit to Europe and Turkey, 
King Hussein said be had felt 
during his June visit to the U.S. 
that “President Clinton and his 
administration are committed to 
the peace process... and give it a 
very high priority on their agen- 
da.” 

King Hussein and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor visited the United 
Kingdom, France and Turkey 
during the trip abroad. 

The King and Queen were re- 
ceived at the airport by Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath, 
members of tbe royal family. 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am A1 
Majali, Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi, 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
and senior officials. 

King Hussein told Jordan Tele- 
vision at the airport that his visit 
to Turkey was good and that it 
was based on the close relations 
between Jordan and Turkey, 

“The visit was also a good 
chance to enhance bilateral rela- 
tions and open new scopes of 
cooperation, the King said. 

The visit was a rare chance to 
discuss all tbe important issues 
concerning us and this region of 
the world as well as the future," 
he added. 

King Hussein said he did not 
know whether U.S. Secretary of 


State Warren Christopher was 
carrying any new proposals dur- 
ing his coming visit to break the 
stalemate in the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

“I am coming home now and I 
should review with the brothers 
all developments related to this 
visit," he said. “We hope that the 
U.S. official will carry with him 
positive suggestions that might 
reassure us on the situation in the 
present and in the future.'’ 

His visits to France and Bri- 
tain, King Hussein said, were 
very successful. 

He said he exchanged views 
with British and French officials 
on the situation in the Middle 
East. 

In reply to a question on possi- 
ble amendments to the Elections 
Law, King Hussein said: “Be 
patient till we see what happened 
of dialogue, which I think had 
took place during the period of 
our absence after the issue was 
brought to discussion. ...you will 
know the results in the right 
time." 

Before departing Istanbul on 
Monday on the conclusion of his 
two-day visit to Turkey, King 
Hussein held talks with Turkish 
President Suleiman Demirel on 
ways to enhance relations be- 
tween Jordan and Turkey and 
issues, of common interest, situa- 
tion in the Middle East and 
efforts to resolve the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
were the guests of honour Sunday 
at a banquet hosted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Demirel. 

The King delivered an address 
at the banquet in which be high- 
lighted the role Turkey might 
play in bringing about stability to 


the region and lauded the good 
relations binding Jordan and Tur- 
key. 

“I thank you Sir for the oppor- 
tunity you gave me by inviting me 
to visit Turkey once again, and I 
am indeed more than happy that 
this has been possible. Looking 
back and looking forward, I can 
only feel the strength of these 
relations that have grown over 
the years between us," the King 
said. 

“I treasure the memories of the 
past as we have struggled to work 
together to attain our common 
objectives for a better future for 
generations to come. We have 
embarked on a course trying to 
affect positively events in our 
region, be it in the search for just, 
durable honourable peace, rhe 
kind of peace that future genera- 
tions can protect, live with and 
accept, and despite the difficul- 
ties encountered until this mo- 
ment we have tbe feeling that this 
is one of the worthiest of causes, 
and if we are able to succeed, and 
by that 1 mean all concerned in 
establishing peace, we would 
have removed one of the root 
causes of instability in our entire 
region and carry out our duties 
towards future generations that 
they live in peace and security 
within the region at large." 

“In Jordan, we have been 
throughout our history on the 
receiving end of the adverse 
effects of every disaster that be- 
fell our region. But together we 
have resumed our march, proud 
of the return of democracy to our 
country, proud of Jordanians re- 
gardless of their origins, proud of 
their achievements and ever 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq and Kuwait in war of words on invasion anniversary 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD — Iraq, marking 
the third anniversary of its inva- 
sion of Kuwait, Monday deman- 
ded the departure of the emi- 
rate's ruling Sabah family as a 
condition for peace in the region. 

“Xt is impossible to accept them 
(the Sabahs). Therefore, their 
departure from Kuwait is a prin- 
cipal condition for the stability 
states and peoples in the region 
aspire to," declared the Defence 
Ministry newspaper A1 Qadis- 
siyah. 

The government newspaper A1 
Jumhouriyah published an inter- 
view with Colonel Ala Hussein 
Ali, who was the prime minister 
of the ‘‘interim government" in- 
stalled by Iraq after it occupied 
Kuwait, in which he described the 
invasion as “an uprising by the 
Kuwaiti people" against the 
Sabah family. 

"Undoubtedly we (Kuwait) are 
an extension of Iraq,” Col. Ali 
told Al Jumhouriyah. 

“Kuwait... has never been but 
part of Iraq,” said tbe ruling 
Baath Party newspaper Al Thaw- 
ra. 


“Such a fact cannot be obliter- 
ated by armed aggression, un- 
ilateral resolutions from states or 
organisations imposed by force 
and through the American hege- 
mony over tbe area and the 
world," Al Thawra said. 

Shortly after Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990, Iraq 
annexed the emiratee and said it 
was Iraq' s 19th province. 

A U.S.-led multinational force 
drove the Iraqis out in February 
1991. Iraq still suffers from 
sweeping trade sanctions imposed 
by the United Nations in re- 
sponse to the invasion. 

“The events of Aug. 2, 1990 
did not come by chance. They 
arose from the demands of the 
Iraqi people who still yearn for 
the return of Kuwait to the 
mother country,” said the daily 
Babel newspaper, run by Presi- 
dent Saddam's son Uday. 

"The time will come” for the 
Iraqi people with their ‘inex- 
haustible patience 1 to reclaim 
Kuwait," said Al Thawra. 

Babel accused the liberating 
forces which drove Iraq out of 
Kuwait of hypocrisy, claiming the 
U.S. and Britain themselves 


ruled over “land belonging to 
other people.” 

"Empires cannot change his- 
tory according to their wishes,” it 
said, citing “Gibraltar, Scotland, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland" as 
“British" colonies, and Alaska, 
Texas and Puerto Rico as the 
reluctant colonies of the United 
States. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, 
meanwhile, ruled out any recon- 
ciliation with Iraq while President 
Saddam remained in power. 

He told the Cairo daily Al 
Ahram that Kuwait "is not pre- 
pared at present to accept any 
formula for reconciliation" with 
the Iraqi regime. 

Sheikh Sabah said reconcilia- 
tion depended on the “emerg- 
ence in Iraq of a government 
acceptable to all the Arab 
World." 

He also demanded that Iraq 
return prisoners Kuwait says it 
still holds. 

Kuwaiti newspapers, also 
marking the third anniversary of 
the invasion, lambasted Baghdad 
for failing to obey ceasefire 
terms. "Tbe crime of the age by 


the Iraqi regime is too strong to 
be deleted from the world's mem- 
ory ” said Al Rai Al Am daily. 

How can we forget, when (Ira- 
qi President) Saddam Hussein 
has still not abided by U.N. re- 
solutions on Kuwait and the U.N. 
demarcated border," asked Al 
Watan. 

U.S. officials marked the third 
anniversary by reiterating their 
commitment to the security of 
Kuwait and the stability of the 
region, Al Watan reported. 

“Our commitment to your 


security and regional stability still 
holds," U.S, Secretary of De- 
fence Les Aspin said in what the 
newspaper called a letter to the 
Kuwaiti people. 

AJ Watan said that in a similar 
letter U.S. Armed Forces Chief 
of Staff General Colin Powell 
told Kuwaitis: “America will al- 
ways be committed to the security 
of your country." 

(Continued on page 3j 
U.N. sanctions choke Iraq, page 4 


The Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium in 
Amman informs with deepest regret and pro- 
found grief that 

His Majesty King Baudouin 1, 
King of the Belgians, 

died on Saturday 31st, July 1993 at Montril (Spain), 
A register of condolences will be opened at the ambassa- 
dor’s residence Wednesday 4th., Thursday 5th., and 
Friday 6th. August 1993 between 2 and 4 p.m. 





Palestinians see Trojan 
horse in empowerment 


By Suleiman Al Khaiidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Letting Palesti- 
nians run the occupied territor- 
ies while they haggle for poli- 
tical control is an idea 
Washington likes and Palesti- 
nians can do without. 

“It fragments a comprehen- 
sive solution and jumps over 
territorial jurisdiction," 
Palestinian peace delegate 
Saeb Erekat told Reuters in 
Amman. 

“They (the Israelis) offered 
a model of functional self-rule 
that fragments the occupied 
territories.” 

The concept, called “early 
empowerment,” has the strong 
backing of Israel and Washing- 
ton and dates back to the 1978 
Camp David accords. 

Since then, all peace plans 
offered under ongoing Arab- 
Israeli talks have spoken of 
handing powers to the Palesti- 
nians to run their affairs with- 
out immediately giving them 
territorial control. 

Palestinian peace delegates 
say they rejected the early 
empowerment plan during the 
10th round of peace talks 
which ended in Washington in 
June because it fragmented the 
territorial unity of the occupied 
territories into “cantons”. 

Jordan. Syria and Lebanon, 
the other Arab parties to the 
peace talks launched in Madrid 
in October 1991, have backed 
the Palestinians. 

“The essence of what is 
being offered is limited author- 
ity in specific functions and 
restricted geographical areas," 
Sami Kilani, another Palesti- 
nian delegate, added. 

Israel and die Palestinians 
are still wrangling over terms 
of a five-year period of self- 
government. Talks on final sta- 
tus of the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and East Jerusalem — 
seized in the 1967 Middle East 
war — would begin in the third 
year. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials and 
Palestinian delegates fear cur- 
rent U.S. -Israeli backed plans 
for transfer of administrative 
powers would undermine the 
Palestinian goal df ending 
Israel's grip on the territories. 

They say these proposals are 
only warmed over versions of 
earlier “canton”-styIe self-rule 
offered by all Israeli cabinets 
since 1981 to abort any hopes 
for a future Palestinian state. 
“We reject being employees 





Saeb Erekat 

under the occupation's admi- 
nistration." Palestinian 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi 
said. 

“These proposals are meant 
to disintegrate self-rule author- 
ities and block the path to 
statehood.” 

PLO Executive Committee member 
Suleiman Najjab agreed: “Ear- 
ly empowerment is to plunge 
us into an unknown end.” 

“Its real danger is that it 
divides the overall solution be- 
cause early empowerment is 
not tied to the implementation 
of U.N. Resolution 242,” Mr. 
Najjab said in an Interview. 

The resolution, which calls 

- V..I -■ : 



Suleiman Najjab 


on Israel to trade seized lands 
in return for peace, is the basis 
of the current talks. 

But early empowerment re- 
mains the key in a U.S. draft 
document designed to bridge 
Israeli-Palestinian differences 
over the extent of self-rule. It 
is expected to figure highly in 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher’s talks during a 
tour of the region this week. 

The U.S. proposal has not 
defined the area of Palestinian 
control. Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem to be part of it, even 
though Israel maintains that 
Jerusalem is its eternal capital. 

Palestinians say Washington 
is pushing for early administra- 
tive control in health, educa- 
tion, municipa’ity affairs, 
police and social affairs. As an 
added incentive, it is even 
offering to pay for expanded 
budgets of such authorities, 
they add. 

In turn, Israel envisages four 
“cantons” — in Nablus, 
Ram all ah, Hebron and Gaza 
— surrounded by Jewish set- 
tler belts. 

Palestinians say this would 
tear apart the West Bank by 
segregating residents and bar- 
ring them from practi rising full 
authority on matters that affect 
their future control over land. 

Middle East experts say 
Israel and Washington, in the 
best of cases, want any Palesti- 
nian entity that emerges on the 
West Bank and Gaza as a 
result of the process to be 
linked to Jordan because of 
dose historic, political and de- 
mographic ties. 

The Kingdom and the PLO 
are already studying the basis 
for a future confederation. 

Palestinians note that they 
are already working under ex- 
isting dvilian administration of 
the Israeli military in the terri- 
tories and that early empower- 
ment would not be much of an 
advance. 

“Some departments headed 
by Israelis will be replaced by 
Palestinians, but will still fol- 
low Israeli roles," Mr. Najjab 
said adding that they would be 
accountable to Israel, not to an 
elected Palestinian-governing 
council. 

Palestinians’ darkest fear is 
that Israel would establish 
more Jewish settlements Mile 
negotiations continued,' leav- 
ing nothing for the final level 
of talks. 

“The real danger is isolating 
inhabitants from control and 
authority over land and its 
fate," Mr. Najjab said. 
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Cars carrying thousands of Lebanese return Monday to South Lebanon (AFP photo) 

S. Lebanese return home, 
but find no place to live 


By Rima Salsuneh 

The Associated Press 

JIBS HE ET — “I had put every 
penny I saved on my house. Now 
there is no house,” wailed Abdul 
Raouf Shibeeb, sitting on a small 
hill of concrete chunks and debris 
that used to be his home. 

“All the furniture, clothes, 
electrical appliances are buried 
under a huge pile of rubble," 
cried Mr. Shibeeb. He also lost 
,his carpentry shop during the 
week of bombaidement by Israeli 
jets, boats and artillery. 

Tens of thousands of villagers 
shed tears and cried out in 
anguish Sunday when they re- 
turned to villages across southern 
Lebanon, only to find their 
homes uninhabitable. 

Ruins extend as far as the eye 
can-see from the roads that pass 
through Arab Saleem, Jarjou and 
Jbaa — major strongholds of 
Shiite HizboUah which was the 
main target of the Israeli 
onslaught. 

All that remain of one part of 
Jibsheet, Hizbollab’s main poli- 
tical stronghold in South Leba- 
non, are rows of concrete houses 


collapsed upon themselves and 
separated by massive bomb 
cratres. Two dozens shops on 
both side of the main street were 
burned or severely damaged. 

In the hillocks of concrete rub- 
ble, the eye picks out a beam that 
once supported a veranda; a plas- 
tic machine gun and a doll; flimsy 
wooden shelves that held dishes; 
glass splinters from windows. 

An Israeli shell last week blew 
out the grave at Jibsheet of a 
senior Hizbollah cleric — Sheikh 
Raghib Harb, shot to death in 
February 1984 by Israeli soldiers. 
Other tombs were destroyed and 
bombs sunk large boles in the 
earth. A half dozen men were 
making a new grave at the cemet- 
ery Sunday, burying an elderly 
villager killed in. the .week’s 

fighting, x*. — • 

The carpenter -Shibeeb,- like all 
of Jibsheet’s 14,000 Shiite resi- 
dents, fled with his wife-arid eight 
children Tuesday, after shelling 
intensified. They stayed in a 
school in Beirut, waiting for the 
ceasefire that ended the Israeli 
assault, in return for an under- 
standing that Hizbollah- would 
stop firing rockets into Israel 


from the southern Lebanon vil- 
lages. 

“My children are young and 
none of them are HizboUah mem- 
bers,' moaned Mr. Shibeeb. 
“What did 1 do to deserve tins?” 

In nearby Dweir, Afaf Hoteit 
— wearing a long black dress and 
a black scarf covering her hair — 
grieved with her daughters as 
they waited for a Red Cross 
ambulance to bring the body of 
her son, Ahmad for burial. 

Ahmad was killed when a rock- 
et fired by an Israeli warplane hit 
the living room, Mere the son 
and his father were arguing about 
' whether they should leave and 
join the women staying with rela- 
tives in south Beirut. The father 
was wounded in his head, sto- 
mach and elsewhere and -re- 
□ksrined. hospitalised. 

In the village of Ypter, north of 
Tyre, Bahia Bakri, beat her face 
with her palms and shouted re- 
proaches against Hizbollah Men 
she saw her house had been 
destroyed. 

“Is that bow they (HizboUah) 
want to liberate our land?” cried 
Mrs. Bakri. 


Ceasefire in Lebanon puts army and guerrillas on collision course 


By Mohammad Safaun 

The Associated Press 

HAROUF, Lebanon — 
Bearded young men of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
watched with dismay as 
Lebanese soldiers erected a 
checkpoint at the entrance to 
this Shiite Muslim village in 
South Lebanon Sunday. 

“Beat it," a soldier shouted 
at the Hizbollah men, guiding 
a bulldozer to pave the narrow 
road, damaged during a week 
of Israeli air, naval and artil- 
lery attacks on guerrillas. 

The soldier's behaviour was 
a dear indication that govern- 
ment troops planned to have 
the upper hand in South Leba- 
non, one day after a U.S.- 
brokered ceasefire ended 
Israel's devastating blitz. 

It has been more than two 
years since the army erected a 
checkpoint in Harouf, within 
the area traditionally domin- 
ated by fighters of HizboUah. 

When one of the young men 


argued, tire soldier pointed his 
U.S.-made M-16 assault rifle at 
them and shouted, “Identity 
cards." 

The soldier checked their 
identification, thoroughly 
frisked all six men and ordered 
them to leave, murmuring, 
“You’re lucky. Had I found a 
knife with any of yon, he 
would have ended up in jail.’' 

An army officer in South 
Lebanon, speaking on condi- 
tion he not be further identi- 
fied, said government troops 
had confiscated two truckloads 
of Katyusha rockets since the 
ceasefire went into effect at 6 
p.m. (1500 GMT) Saturday. 

Israel said it would stop the 
assault that nearly emptied 
south Lebanon, on the under- 
standing Hizbollah would stop 
using the area to fire Katyusha 
rockets into Israel 

The army officer said the 
ceasefire accord “empowers us 
to confiscate katynshas, which 
we will do." 

Before the ceasefire, Leba- 
non's army did not have orders 
to strip Hizbollah of any 


weapons. 

The Syrian-backed 
Lebanese government had said 
it did not approve of rocket 
attacks on Israel, but could not 
stop the guerrillas until the 
Israeli troops withdrew from 
the “security zone" they occu- 
pied in southern Lebanon in 
1985. 

The new army orders appear 
to reflect a determination to 
protect the southern Lebanon 
population from Israeli reprisal 
by eliminating attacks on 
Israeli towns and preventing 
the guerrillas from sheltering 
in Lebanese villages. 

“We won't give Israel the 
pretext to destroy a whole vil- 
lage to hunt one armed ele- 
ment," said the army officer. 

He noted that the ceasefire 
accord “does not allow us to 
prevent guerrilla raids" in the 
“security zone". . 

“But if they (guerrillas) want 
to attack the occupied strip, 
they’ll have to do it from un- 
populated areas and they won’t 
be allowed to hide in villages,'’ 
the officer added. 


The army command sent 
troops in armoured personnel 
earners Sunday to southern 
villages that have been tradi- 
tional strongholds of Hiz- 
bollah. 

Hehneted troops, wearing 
bulletproof jackets and armed 
with assault rifles manned 
checkpoints throughout Hiz- 
bollah terrain, thoroughly 
frisking motorists and pedes- 
trians and arresting those Mo 
carried unlicensed weapons. 

“This is just the beginning,” 
the officer predicted. “We’ll 
launch house raids, we'll cer- 
tainly confiscate all kinds of 
weapons. Armed elements 
won't be allowed to live in 
residential areas.” 

HizboUah leader Sheikh 
H assail Nasrallah told a news 
conference in Beirut that his 
fighters would “maintain re- 
sistance operations against the 
enemy.” 

“No one has asked us to give 
up our weapons,” Sheikh Nas- 
rallah said, apparently refer- 
ring to attacks in Israel's self- 
p rod aimed “security zone." 


HizboUah has said it is fighting 
the Israeli troops and their 
allied militia, the South Leba- 
non Army, on behalf of the 
Lebanese people. 

But the army officer said, 
“ask the population. Gvflians 
don’t want them anymore, 
they tell ns. We are the na- 
tion’s army and h is our duty to 
protect the population." 

During Lebanon's 1975-1990 
civil war, the 18, 000-man army 
disintegrated along sectarian 
lines and most of its troops 
joined the various warring 
militias. General Emile 
Lahoud has restructured the 
army into a 42,000-strong 
cohesive force, of multi-sect 
brigades, Mich has been gra- 
dually spreading state author- 
ity since the government 
ordered all militias disbanded. 

The order had not been 
effective in the south, where 
Hizbollah not only fought the 
Israeli troops, but in certain 
villages, acted as a police and 
municipal authority, organis- 
ing repairs, medical care and 
schools. 


Many of the half million 
displaced southerners returned 
to their villages Sunday to find 
their houses shattered by 
shells. They blamed HizboUah, 
as well as Israel. 

Huda Jaber, a housewife, 
was stunned to find her 
ground-floor apartment in the 
market town of Nabatiyeh 
almost demolished. 

The kitchen table, which had 
several shrapnel holes, was 
pnshed out to the street by 
exploding shells. The washing 
machine was gutted and the 
apartment had no walls separ- 
ating its rooms. 

“I won't repair my house, 
even if I had the money to do 
it, before the government de- 
cides dearly whether it wants 
these armed men to stay in our 
town.'’ she said of the guer- 
rillas. 

Mrs. Jaber’s voice choked as 
she shouted, “we don't want 
them. We don't want relief aid 
or financial assistance. We are 
not poor. We only want to live 
in peace.” 


NEWS 1 NBRIEP 

Some exiles take Israeli offer of early return 

TFT AVIV (AFT) — a group of 121 Palestinian exPe^hatfrad 

Aprfl now want to return to the occupied 

s £“2 

expellees were allowed to return , 

to bring the 121 

logistics have to be arranged. 1 • 

Iraq’s deputy premier to visit Iran . t 


sources for the report but gave no dates for the visit winch would be 
the first top-level meeting between the two fonnerwar enames in 
more than two years. Iranian Foreign Ministry o fficials were not 
immediately available for comment. Resalat said Baghdad had 
proposed that Mr. Aziz travel ^ dl 5SL. , - W1 ^ B ?l 

relations and some issues of interest, with Mr. Rsfem ™ and 
other officials. “Iran has accepted the request for talks with ’Iraqi 
officials and has called for sorting oat the fate of the prisoners of 
war,” Resalat said. ‘ - -J 

Technical problems delay Iraq cameras**' 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — U.N. experts have beendehnfcd in 
installing surveillance cameras at two Iraqi unsafe test ates tfee to 
technical problems, but work should be finished Wednesday, a 


Rajah test site, but problems with the telephone link with Bagdad 
had prevented the U.N. team completing installation at the second 
site, Yawm A1 Azhn, said Tim Trevan, spokesman for thr U.N. 
Special Commission on Iraqi disarmament The U .N. expert S had 
initially aimed to complete the installation last week. •. 

Yemen government vows to boost Jobs- 

SANAA (R) — Yemen’s coalition government, appointed shortly 
after the country's first general elections in April, woo a vdte erf 
confidence in parliament Monday and immediately pledged to; 
boost jobs and cut inflation. But parliamen t in a state ment -a lso 
urged the new government to introduce constitutional reform to 
strengthen further the country's new-found democracy and njjrfti- 
party system. Prime Minister Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Attas^fa) 
reporters after the vote his 31-member coalition cabinet woukt give 
priority tt> fighting unemployment and curbing inflation, estimated 
at 100 per cent a year. He said the government would also work on 
finnimng the merger of the armed forces of the formerly Sooth 
Yemen and North Yemen. The two states merged in 1990.'Offidah 
say most of the merger work has been completed. £ 

Harish asks Knesset to lift Deri’s immunity 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's attorney general requested Monday 
that parliament lift the immunity of Interior Minister Aryeh-Deri 
so he could be indicted for bribery and fraud, the justice ministr y 
said. Mr. Deri, who leads the religious Shas Party, has been 
investigated for four yean of charges he used his position as interior 
minis ter to extort favours from municipalities for himself and hk 
party. Attorney general- Yosef Harish handed the 61-page mtfict- 
ment over to the speaker-of parliament, Shevah Weiss, two days 
'before the parliament’s summer break until Oct. 15. "Whenever 
Men the paihament' is required to consider lifting the immunity of 
one of its members, it’s a sad day,” Mr. Weiss told Israel Radio. 
The request first needs the : approval of the parliamentary affairs 
committee. The commitee’s chairman, Haggai Merom, told the 
radio he would convene special summer committee sessions in 
order to hasten die process. Mr. Deri, who has in the )MSt 
threatened to bolt the government on issues of religious observ- 
ance, has said Shas would not make his immunity a coalition issue. 

UAE sets up ties with Bosnia, Vietnam j / 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (ITA j^has 
established diplomatic relations with Bosnia-Herzegovina land 
Vietnam at an ambassadorial level, the UAFs official WAM news 
agency reported. Gting a Foreign Ministry statement, it said: the 
decision “stems from a joint desire to bolster cooperation and 
friendly ties” with those two countries. 

Ethiopia seeks assistance for refugees j 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia appealed Sunday for emergency 
assistance for some 15,000 Djibouti refugees who have crossed into 
ite territory since mid- July to fltv. army attacks. “Food, water, and 
shelter are the critical needs of the refugees," a government 
statement said. The appeal was made after a i< jit mission of the 
Ethiopian government and the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) visited areas along the Djibouti border to 
assess the needs of the refugees. The refugees have found 
temporary sanctuary in the towns of Assaita and Dubit oh the road 
to the Red Sea port of Assab, which is in the newly-created stafe of 
Eritrea, the statement said. They are among a large nttmbeir. of 
displaced people from northern areas of the Red Sea retype, 
where the Djibouti army recently launched an offensive^nst 
K™ J 1 "* Ethiopian Red Cross, in cooperation with 'the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRQ, has been id* 
to provide the refugees with only limited assistance. . ; 

Sudan’s population reaches 25 million I 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The population of Sudan, according to a 

million, it was announced Sun&y. 
rae result of the census earned out last May, was announced fo a 

Fm , ancc Minister Abdul Rahim Hamdi to the 
M T? A? n m«E£ m 2 1 ly P°P ulated areas were Central Sfeate 

3i fl,rlS„ 1 t DarfU ' Statc “ «— Sudan with Ml 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:48 Omnisdncccs 

I8J« Maguy 

1940 News in French 

19:15 Varieties 

15fc30 Ncwsin Hebrew 

2M6 News in Arabic 

ZfeSO The detectives 

21:00 Faces A Places 

21:30 A Kind of Magic 

22.-00 News in English 

22:29 

Feature Film: "Weep No More My 
Lady 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:19 Fajr 

05:47 (Sunrise) Doha 

12:42 Dhuhr 

10:22 - Asr 

lfc37 Maghreb 

‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Chord! Swvfficfa, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Chart* of the AmwBCUtioo Tel. 


637440. 

De la Salle Chord. Tel. 661757 
Temsneta Chart* Tel: 622366 
Chut* of tike Awwudatioa Tel. 
623541. 

AngRcaa Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Amcafta CU fe Hr Church Td. 

771331. 

Arneman Orthodox Chart* Td. 

775261. 

Si. Ephraim Chart* Td. 771751. 
Amman InlfnfflT lf nd Church Td. 
652526. 

EvnngtBcil Lutheran Chare* Tel: 
824328. 

The Chord] of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823S24. 654932 
Church of Nazartne Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Normal summer weather will prevail 
and winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds win be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 
Amman 22/32 

Aqaba 26/40 

Deserts 18 / 36 

Jordan Valley 25/38 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high t emperat ures: Am- 
man 32. Aqaba 40. Humidity readings: 
Amman 23 per cent, Aqaba 22 per 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mahmoud Hindi 898787 

Dr. RatabZcitoum 8886 85 

Dr. Mohammad Al Abbadi .... 778959 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahlch 827195 

Fim pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdaws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Naitoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJara pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Naitouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RfiUh 

Dr, Mazcn Sharelri 248056 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ahmad AITariO 

Khafifch pharmacy 


900806 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

C5vfl Defence Immediate 

. Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pabfc Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 787! H 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) ..*. 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repair* 661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khaiidi Maternity. J. Amo... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdaii 666127/37 

AI*Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhairccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Aha Hospital ............. 686100 

Amal Hospital , 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Kkma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

RBflfe 

Princess Basnu Hospital (02)275555 

Grade Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibo Al Nates Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This inforautHHi is supplied b y Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Ada International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. when: it 
should always be voided. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

*5.-00 Brussels, Madrid (RJ) 

B&38 Jakarta. Kuala Lmmv(RJ) 

Wdi MdiM(Rl) 

®k30 Damascus (RJ) 

**=15 Dhahnui (RJ) 

WW5 Aqaba (RJ) 

1930 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IMS Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

11:09 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

!*4S Cairo (RJ) 

,7 s55 Frankfort (RJ) 

1&3# Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

2*5® Vienna (RJ) 

21:00 Bangkok (RJ) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MS) 

J Abu Dhabi (GF) 

J££ Riywfli(5U) 

- Paris, Beirut (AF) 

Bdnit(ME) 

Bucharest (RO) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUohts 
(Terminal 1) ^ 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Hh09 .... Amsterdam, New York ( RJ) 

}?}{ Vienna (RJ) 

K2 Phris. Brussels tRJ) 

Jr*® Genera, Madrid (RJ) 

Bahram, Doha (Rj) 

■ „ ■ ■■ **** Gtajji. Dubai (RJ j 
22 - 45 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (Rj) ‘ 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

{Jill ^"’wca. Veimii (OS) 

I** 

“ Riyadh (SU) 


17:45 ... DubriiAZ) 

17:45 Bdrat/ME) 

MSB Bucharest 


Apricots 446040 

Banana 680/*® 

Banana (Mukamnuri : 620? 


Ban a n a (Mukaaiuiarj*. 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Owryfred) 

Cucambcrsflajrfc) 
Cucambers (sraslft 


fi20?O° 
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Grapes 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) ........ 

i Marrow (smaB) 

' Mim...... 

Okra 

Onion ((fay) . 


: no/* 

mlS . 2 


JswMjg 


Peaches J 

PwrOmt) 

P^ppe* (sweet) 

Potato 

Tomato 

Swccundon , 

Watermelon 
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Prime Minister Abdul Sal am AJ MajaJi Monday is 
- t briefed by Minister of Tourism V ann! fflitmit on 


the ministry's plans to boost tourism in Jordan 
(Petra photo) 


^ /Majali urges private sector, 
tourism ministry partnership 


.allatio,?- 




SJ5 

Mdiattiv, 

1 in a ajfc' 
Kjnocncv; 

Bab % 
Hicabium- 
g inflation 
* would* 

' the font 
•gedinlS* 
npleted. 

i'simnt 

Jreqot*: 
Minister * 

, the jsse 
ias Pam 
ispoatis! 
s for Ira- 
i the 61c 
vah ^'k 
O ct. Jj;- 
ting the. 
ss told fe 
larlianc 
;ai Mac 
mminot 
ho has: 
of relip 

lityaoE 

Vietnr 

unmet ' 
ia-Hfflf « 
ioffraal*' - 
aune*» 

:er coq£ 


; ^MMAN (Petra) — Prime 
'Minister Abdul Salam Ai MajaJi 
Monday urged the Ministry of 
‘ (ourism to open the door for the 
private sector to make invest- 
ments in tourism projects in Jor- 
dan and to serve as an active 
partner with the ministry in 
promoting Jordan's tourist and 
; archaeological attractions. 

■ f -" Tourist projects should be 

• 'freed from formalities and 
; bureaucracy in order that the 

^Standard of services to all vaca- 

* tioners. be raised, said the Prime 
- -’Minister during a visit to the 

■ •ministry of tourism. 

, ’ • He believes that the ministry 
; I ought to increase the involvement 
'of private Jordanian organisa- 
tions and the local community in 
creating a greater awareness of 
- -the outstanding archaeological 
'sites that exist m the Kingdom. 


The Premier said that foreign 
ministry staff working abroad 
could be oriented on the Tourism 
Ministry’s programmes and sup- 
plied with leaflets and other 
material to help market the coun- 
try abroad. 

Furthermore coordination 
should be stepped up with Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) the national air- 
line, through its offices and sta- 
tions abroad, said the Prime 
Minister. He urged the ministry 
of tourism to arrange with local 
travel agencies to encourage 
domestic tourism and try to 
attract visitors from Arab coun- 
tries by supplying them with in- 
formation leaflets at the borders. 
At the outset of the meeting, the 
Prime Minister listened to a brief- 
ing by Tourism Minister Yana! 
Hikmat who spoke about plans to 
boost the industry in Jordan. 

The ministry plans to provide 


world tourism offices abroad 
offering information about attrac- 
tion in Jordan, said Mr. Hikmat. 

He went on to remark that the 
ministry has already set up the 
infrastructure for tourism-related 
occupations including the sale of 
souvenirs near archaeological 
sites. 

We announced that, the minis- 
try is in constant touch with tour 
operators abroad to increase the 
numbers of tourists visiting the 
country. 

Directors of ministry depart- 
ments outlined various ongoing 
projects such as setting up resth- 
ouses, small museums and other 
facilities in Madaba, Um Rasas, 
Mukawer and Ajloun. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Nasri Atallah and Director of the 
Department of Antiquities Saf- 
wan Tell were present at the 
meeting. 



Crown Prince visits geographic centre 


way for cooperation between the two national 
news agencies to exchange, news materials and 
photographs and visits by journalists. Mr. Mahadin 
signed the agreement with the director of the 
Romanian news agency? 


AMMAN (Petra).— His Rqy& Highness Crpwn 
! Prince Hainan Monday visited the Royal Geog- 
raphic Centre whcfe he was received by Chairman 

of the Joing Chiefs of Staff Lieutenant-General _ _ , . „ 

' Abdul Hafez Mar'i Al Kaabneh, several assistants T&X Deportment Collects JD 7.5m-Jllly 
and the centre's director. Prince Hassan met with 
It.-Gen. Kaabneh and discussed with him issues of 
concern to the Armed Forces. The Crown Prince 
also met with senior army officers and officials at 
the centre and issued directives to them on the role 
a, of the Armed Forces in the economic and social 
'^development process, as well as developing the 
.centre’s responsibility in offering information on 
technical, social, economic and military issues. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The Income Tax Department 
last month collected JD 7,570,544 against JD 
5,974,611 in the same month last year, according to 
department director Mansour Haddadin. He said 
the department has collected a total of JD 
84,068,184 in income tax since the start of 1993. 


Minister performs surgeries 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malbas Monday conducted several surger- 
ies which included connecting arteries with veins 
on kidney patients to enable them to undergo 
dialysis treatments. Dr. Malhas told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the aim of these surger- 
ies was to reduce pressure on the hospital’s surgery 
units, saying that there was a group of kidney 
L. patients awaiting their turn for surgeries.” When 
officials- practise technical or medical jobs with 
their colleagues in the profession they give them 
the incentive and impulse to perform their duty 
J enthusiastically,” he said. The minister added that 
he will perform other surgeries during the coming 

Trade minister cuts down on bureaucracy 
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AMMAN (Petra) — In efforts to decrease 
bureaucracies m the activities of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, Minister Bassam Al Saket 
. Monday issued instructions to directors of all the 
Z ministry's offices outside Amman to sign all papers 
, that were earlier referred by these offices to the 
ministry in Amman for inclusion in the commercial 
' register. To save time and effort, the minister 
.called on these directors to simply contact the 
ministry for approval before signing the papers 
when registering new business in the commercial 
book of these department. Earlier, the ministry’s 
offices outside Amm an were authorised to issue 
import/export permits,' grant industrial licences 
and cany out other procedures, previously con- 
- ducted by the Amman offices. Mr. Saket Monday 
also held separate meetings with Indian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Arun Kumar Rodhiraj and Spanish 
. Ambassador Juan Manuel Cabera. Dr. Saket 
‘ discussed with the two envoys Jordan's relations 
with their countries in commercial and economic 
.-fields and ways of enhancing them. 


400 passports issued daily 

AMMAN (Petra) — This summer the Civil Status 
and Passports Department has been issuing new 
passports and renewing others at the rate of 400 
per day, according to Salman Al Qudah, head of 
the Passports Issuance Section. The process of 
obtaining a passport takes no more than a few 
hours, he said. Applications are now accepted 
from 8:00 a.m. until 3 JO p.m., Mr. Qudah said. 

300 more engineers join JEA 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 300 engineers 
were sworn in Monday at a ceremony held at the 
Jordan Engineers Association (JEA). With the 
new addition, the JEA registered members have 
risen to 28,993. 

Jordan, France review customs procedures 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the 
Customs Department Mohammad AJ Jamal Mon- 
day discussed with a visiting French customs 
delegation ways of enhancing cooperation between 
the customs departments in Jordan and France. 
The delegation is visiting Jordan to study the 
feasibility of using computers in clearance proce- 
dures at the Jordanian customs department with 
the aim of reducing bureaucracies and routine 
procedures facing citizens. 

Orthodox society, AUB to sign 
agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Abdul Hammad Hallah, a 
representative of the American University of 
Beirut (AUB) will arrive in Amman Friday to sign 
a cooperation agreement between AUB and the 
Orthodox Culture and Education Society in Am- 
man. The agreement aims to develop education 
relations between the two establishments, especial- 
ly in educational consultancy fields. It also aims to 
update educational programmes and teaching 
methods at the society’s kindergartens and schools 
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. (rbid governorate voters register 57,280 larship and training programmes offered by AUB. 

JNRCS to hold international camp 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society (JNRCS) will Aug. 15 organise 
an international' camp for youth. Some 100 youths 
representing Red Cross and Red Crescent, 
Societies m Jordan, Tunisia, Syria, Iraq, Palestine, 
Qatar, Lebanon, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Canada, Britain, Au- 
stria, the Netherlands, Japan, Bhutan and Italy 
will participate in the camp. Director of the camp’s 
Administrative Committee Mohammad Al Tarifi 
said the week-long event will include lectures on 
the establishment of the International Movement 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, the activities of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the Internation- 
al Humanitarian Law, the JNRCS and the history 
and civilisation of Jordan. 


IRBID (Petra) — The number of citizens in Irbid 
governorate who have registered to vote has 
reached 57,280, of which 28.SS3 are from the Irbid 
constituency, 6,807 from Jerash, 7,632 from 
Ajloun, 1,054 from the nonhem Jordan Valley 
and Al Koura, and 12,904 in Al Ramtha and Bani 
Kenana. The voter registration centres will con- 
tinue taking names of citizens who did not register 
in the previous election in 1989 or those who 
reached the age of 19 years. 

Petra, Romanpress sign 
cooperation agreement 

BUCHAREST (Petra) — The Jordan News Agen- 
cy Petra and Romanpress, the Romanian, news 
agency, have signed an agreement on cooperation 
in news exchanges, according to Petra director 
Khaled Mahadin. Mr. Mahadin said the agreement 
which was recently signed in Bucharest opens the 


Economic groups seek ties with new Islamic states 


AMMAN (Petra) — Private eco- 
nomic groups in Jordan Monday 
recommended that die Jordanian 
private sector formulate plans to 
promote economic and trade ties 
with the newly independent Isla- 
mic states. 

Meeting at the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry, under tbe chair- 
manship of President Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan, representatives of 
these groups said the private sec- 
tor should follow in the footsteps 
of the government, which has 
established diplomatic ties with 
the Islamic republics. 

They recommended that barter 
trade be launched with the repub- 
lics, a task they maintained, can 
only be accomplished with the 
help of the government. 

A leading Jordanian private 
sector businessmen Tawfiq 
Kawar suggested the creation of a 
Jordanian holding company 
which would implement protocols 
between the government of Jor- 



Khaldotm Abo Hassan 
dan and the governments of the 
Muslim republics of the former 
Soviet Union. 

Director of the Housing Bank 
Zuheir Khoury recommended the 
creation of joint banking institu- 
tions with the states to finance 


Tawfiq Ka’war 

trade exchanges. 

According ro a statement at the 
end of the meeting, agreement 
was reached on the formation of a 
committee which would include 
representatives of tbe Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the Federa- 


Zuheir Kbouri 

tion of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce, the Association of 
Bank's in Jordan, the Contractors 
Association, shipping agents and 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. 

This committee would set up a 


fund to finance srudies on joint 
projects with the republics and 
ultimately create a holding com- 
pany. 

The statement said that agree- 
ment was also reached on the 
creation of a higher council for 
the private sector which would 
draw up the private sector’s 
general policies and deal with 
economic issues and legislation. 

Addressing the meeting, Mr. 
Abu Hassan said that the Cham- 
ber of Industry is planning to set 
up a joinr Jordanian-Turkish 
council for cooperation and coor- 
dination in matters related to 
markets in the republics. 

He said that the Turkish gov- 
ernment has already made con- 
tact with these countries to prom- 
ote economic and trade links with 
them. 

According io Mr. Abu Hassan, 
Jordan and Turkey will reach a 
final agreement bn this issue 
soon. 


Jordan and PLO review 
tasks of joint committees 


AMMAN (R) — Top officials 
from Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
met Monday to review plans to 
form joint committees that would 
outline the scope of future rela- 
tions, a source close to the talks 
said. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo had 
separate talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Saiam Ai Majali and 
Minister of State Jawad AI Ana- 
ni, officials said. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo refused to 
talk to reporters after the meet- 
ings, taking place ahead of a visit 
by U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. 


But one source said they dealt 
with the formation of the commit- 
tees, their function and terms of 
reference. 

Both agreed to form six com- 
mittees in July to outline short 
and long-term cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Palestinians, 
starting with an interim five-year 
period of self-rule in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The teams will also consider 
the basis for a future confedera- 
tion between Jordan and whatev- 
er entity emerges in the occupied 
territories as a result of Middle 
East peace talks, launched in 
Madrid in October 1991. 


Prince Ra’d appeals 
for cornea donations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid, president of the Friends of 
the Eye Bank Society Monday 
appealed to the public to donate 
more corneas for urgently needed 
eye surgeries. 

At least 1,200 patients are on 
waiting lists to receive corneas in 
order to regain their sight and 
they count on local donors, said 
Prince Ra’d in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

So far, donors in Jordan pro- 
vided 600 corneas, which were 
successfully implanted, but more 
are needed, he said. 

The Jordanian community has 


proved that it is a united family 
and can rely on its own means for 
medical and other purposes, said 
Prince Ra’d. 

*‘We have now stopped import- 
ing corneas from other countries 
and rely on local resources; and 
the surgical operations conducted 
at several Jordanian hospitals are 
nearly 85 per cent successful.” he 
added. 

Prince Ra'd announced the 
creation of an Eye Bank Society 
branch in Irbid, urging the public 
to provide this branch with cor- 
neas and to support its services to 
the people in the northern part of 
the country. 


King describes visits as successful 


(Continued from page 1) 

hopeful that Jordan can be an 
example to others as well,” King 
Hussein said. 

In his address, Mr. Demirel 
welcomed King Hussein and the 
accompanying delegation, and 
lauded the King's efforts to en- 
hance regional stability. 

“I express my belief that the 
relentless efforts you have de- 
voted to the prosperity and de- 
velopment of your country contri- 
buted to tbe stability and peace in 
tbe region,” Mr. Demirel said, 
addressing the Kihg. 

"One of the major assets you 
provided to Jordan with is the 
process of further democratisa- 
tion. This important responsibil- 
ity you have undertaken will be 
appreciated and treasured even 
more in the years to come. 

"The Middle East problem is a 
major issue that has to be solved 
in order to bring about peace and 
stability in the region. The effects 
of this problem wall not be limited 
to the region, but will have se- 
rious repercussions for the world 
peace at large. 

“The instability emerging from 
this tension is a serious cause of 
(pressure) for Turkey. We hope 
that the golden opportunity cre- 
ated by tbe Middle East peace 
conference for the establishment 
of a long-waited peace, stability 
and security in the region should 
not be missed and be properly 
used by all parties to work out a 
solution on tbe basis of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338,” the Turkish president 
said. 

The Monarch has been in Bri- 
tain since July 9, where he was 


convalescing after suffering from 
an irregular heartbeat. 

King Hussein flew to Paris 
Thursday for talks with French 
President Francois Mitterrand on 
the U.S.-backed Mideast peace 
process and the violence in Leba- 
non. 

He arrived in Ankara on Sun- 
day. 

Before leaving Turkey, King 
Hussein called on “all parti ci- 
. pants in the Mideast peace pro- 
cess to seize the last opportunity 
for peace in the region” and he 
warned of "the occurrence of 
long-term catastrophes if this 
opportunity is lost." 

“Should this last chance be lost 
the region could be facing a catas- 
trophe of far reaching consequ- 
ences, said the King in an inter- 
view with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC). 

The King expressed concern 
over the rising tension between 
the three monotheistic religions 
— Islam, Christianity and Juda- 
ism — which he said could lead to 
the creation of a very dangerous 
situation. 

The trend on the part of West- 
ern nations to picture Islam as a 
new threat to the world is also 
dangerous, he said. 

“I believe that there is a grow- 
ing impression that Islam repre- 
sents a new danger facing the 
world and this is very disturbing 
because this impression is totally 
wrong,” King Hussein said. 

"I hope that the current efforts 
will lead to a solution (to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict) and we 
hope that Jerusalem will be co- 
vered in the peace process be- 
cause the dty is sacred to the 


PLO opposes U.S. plan 


(Continued from page II 

empowerment in order to show 
that progress has been achieved,” 
said a Tunis-based PLO official. 

The 21-month-old peace talks 
stalled over the issue of Jeru- 
salem and jurisdiction — two key 
points of contention between the 
two antagonists. While Palesti- 
nians insist that their jurisdiction 
be on all the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip, and East Jerusalem during 
the interim period, Israelis want 
to exclude Jerusalem and consid- 
er it their “enteraal capital." 

“Early assumption of authority 
is an indirect way for the U.S. to 


separate Jerusalem from the rest 
of the occupied territories," Mr. 
Abed Rabbo saiB. 

He said Palestinians would 
continue to reject this idea, and 
they seek a declaration of princi- 
ples on interim self-government 
arrangements, which incudes 
Jerusalem, jurisdiction and 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories, land, water, 
security, etc. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo and other 
PLO officials had conveyed their 
position to Egypt, Syria and Jor- 
dan. 

“We sense a full Arab under- 
standing of our position,” he 
noted. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press . Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of a new collection of art works by Princess Wydan 
Ail at Tbe Gallery, Hold Jordan InterContinental. 

☆ Exhibition of British Archaeologica] projects in Jordan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

THEATRE 

dr Arabic pby entitled “Ahlan Arab Summit” at 8 pjn. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

fr Arabic children's play entitled “Who Will Save Earth” at 
6-30 p.m. 


three religions,” King Hussein 
said. 

Commenting on suggestions 
-that Islamic extremism consti- 
tuted a danger to the peace pro- 
cess, the King said that lack of 
progress towards a solution to the 
Middle East problem and the 
persisting instability in the region 
nad led to the creation of a 
climate of suspicion and bigotry. 

In reply to a question on sug- 
gestions in the West that after 
communism Islam is the new 
threat to the world in the light of 
what has been taking place in 
Algeria and Egypt, King Hussein 
said that ignorance and despair 
motivate some of these actions. 
But, he added, such actions are 
total departure from Islam. 

The . King denied some ele- 
ments are using Islam as a politic- 
al tool. 

He said Israel had claimed that 
in its assault on Lebanon last 
week it was only attacking Hiz- 
bollah, which represents an ex- 
tremist Islamic group, and sought 
to depict Islam as a political 
front. 

During his talks with British, 
French and Turkish officials, the 
King reiterated Jordan's stand on 
regional and international issues 
and the need to implement Secur- 
ity Council resolutions to solve 
the Middle East problem. 

He also called for bringing to 
an end Israeli violations of U.N. 
resolutions, whether on Palesti- 
nian or other occupied Arab ter- 
ritories and called for Israel's 
withdrawal from these territories 
and finding a just and durable 
resolution of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

During his visit to the United 
Kingdom, King Hussein opened 
on July 20 “Challenge 93,” tbe 
first international ex-service 
wheelchair games at the invita- 
tion of the Royal British Legjon 
and distributed medals to winners 
in the games in which 36 coun- 
tries participated. 

The King also had a meeting at 
tbe Royal College of Defence 
Studies in London and met with 
its commandant and steering 
committee. 

On July 20 in Paris, Queen 
Noor participated in a two-day 
meeting on strategies to acceler- 
ate human development. The 
Queen presented a paper high- 
lighting Jordan's achievements in 
promoting human development 


and the problem faced by the 
Kingdom as a result of social, 
economic and political con- 
straints. 

Her Majesty is a member of the 
International Commission on 
Peace and Food, which has orga- 
nised the meeting. 

Queen Noor also met in Paris 
with Director General of the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) Frederico Mayor and 
the French minister of humanita- 
rian affairs. 

Jordan and Turkey Monday 
agreed to forming a higher steer- 
ing committee to be co-chaired by 
the prime ministers of the two 
countries to follow up bilateral 
relations and to prepare plans to 
enhance bilateral cooperation 
and activate agreements signed 
between the two countries. 

During talks between King 
Hussein and President Demirel, 
the two sides also agreed to study 
the prospect of establishing a 
Jordanian-Turkish businessmen 
council to increase investment 
opportunities in the two coun- 
tries. 

King Hussein and Mr. Demirel 
also discussed regional issues, in- 
cluding the Middle East peace 
process and the two sides agreed 
to push forward the process to 
establish a just, lasting and com- 
prehensive peace in the region on 
the basis of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil Resolutions 242 and 338, the 
principle of exchanging land for 
peace and guaranteeing the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people, particularly their right to 
self-determination. 

The two leaders also discussed 
scopes of cooperation between 
Jordan and. Turkey in relation to 
regional security and stability. 
They also dwelt on the situation 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
efforts exerted to alleviate the 
suffering of the Bosnian people. 

King Hussein extended an in- 
vitation to the Turkish president 
to visit Jordan, and Mr. Demirel 
promised to make the visit as 
soon as possible. 

The meeting was attended on 
the Jordanian side by Royal 
Court Chief Khaled Al KaraJd, 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan, Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Turkey Saleh Al 
Ka barin' and chief of Royal Pro- 
tocol Mohammad Al Adwan. 

On the Turkish side the talks 
were attended by Foreign Minis- 
ter Hikmat Cetin and other offi- 
cials. 


Iraq, Kuwait in war of words 

(Continued from page 1) 


Gen. Powell stressed in his 
letter the importance of standing 
against what he called tyrants 
with a tendency to control neigh- 
bouring countries, Al Watan 
said. 

Kuwait signed 10-year defence 
pacts with the United States, 
France and Britain after the war. 

It is due to sign a similar 
defence agreement with Russia 
later this year. 

Al Seyasseh said Arab dis- 
agreements over the Gulf crisis 
showed that the dream of Arab 
unity was a lie. 

■ “We are not one people. We 
are nations and notn one nation 
— we are a Kuwaiti nation, a 
Lebanese nation, a Syrian nation, 
an Iraqi nation and so forth. Let 
us abandon this dominant lie.” 


Kuwaitis remain outnumbered 
by foreigners in a population that 
has risen to about 1.5 million 
or almost three quarters of its 
level before the Iraqi invasion, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 

The English-language Arab 
Times quoted Planning Ministry 
Assistant Under-Secretary 
Hamad Al Munawer as saying 
Kuwait had 1 ,496,000 inhabitants 
compared to 2-2 million before 
Iraq’s seven-month occupation. 

Mr. Munawer said Kuwaitis 
currently numbered 643,000 or 43 
per cent of the population. 

Kuwaitis have been outnum- 
bered by expatriates for much of 
the post-occupation era despite 
post-war official policy of at least 
balancing the number of Kuwaitis 
and foreigners and preferably 
making Kuwaitis a majority. 


First relief 
shipment sent 
to Lebanon 

AJVdilAN (Petra) — The first 
shipment of relief supplies col- 
lected in Jordan is now on its way 
to Lebanon to help the victims of 
Israel's recent attacks on south- 
ern Lebanese villages. 

Tbe shipment, which includes 
medical equipment, drugs, blank- 
ets and food supplies, has been 
organised by the Jordanian Popu- 
lar Committee for Supporting the 
Intifada in the occupied Arab 
territories, in cooperation with 
the Arab Emergency Health 
Committee (AEHC). 

The convoy of trucks carrying 
the supplies is accompanied by 
Mousa Abu Hamid, the AEHCs 
rapporteur and officials from the 
Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA). 

Dr. Abu Hamid said in a state- 
ment before departure that the 
supplies will be handed over to 
the Lebanese authorities to be 
distributed to the victims and 
hospitals caring for the wounded. 

He said he would meet with 
officials representing popular 
organisations to learn about the* 
situation and the needs of the 
people in southern Lebanon, in- 
cluding the residents of the 
Palestinian camps, so that the 
committee can organise further 
medical and relief aid to the 
victims. 

MeanwhQe Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
AI Abbadi was quoted by Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily as saying that the 
Jordan Hashemite Charity Orga- 
nisation will soon be sending a 
convoy of trucks with relief sup- 
plies to Lebanon. 

Tbe convoy, which will travel 
through Syria into Lebanon, will 
transport in-kind contributions, 
mainly drugs, tents, blankets and 
food supplies. 

Dr. Abbadi, the organisation 
secretary general, said the relief 
supplies were contributed by 
organisations and individuals in 
Jordan following an appeal in the 
past week. 

Bus hijacker 
kills Israeli 

(Continued from page 1) 
was apparently carrying explo- 
sives and warned the driver and 
four UNRWA workers they 
would be trilled if they did not 
stay where he left them on the 
coast road.” 

Mr. Wilkinson, who visited the 
crash scene, said: ’The two cars 
were rammed off the road and 
tbe front one was right under the 
bus. 

"Several people were seriously 
injured and one person was being 
cut out of the wreckage by acety- 
lene torches.” 

The army had sealed off tbe 
area and were using a helicopter 
to search for the hijacker. 

UNRWA looks after Palesti- 
nian refugees in the Middle East 
and is the biggest single employer 
on the occupied Gaza Strip. 

In a statement UNRWA said: 
"UNRWA as an international 
organisation providing assistance 
to Palestine refugees, condemns 
the hijacking of a bus belonging 
to its education programme, and 
deplores tbe recourse to violence 
and the use of a United Nations 
vehicle for that purpose.” 

Military censors delayed this 
report for two hours 

The bus was hijacked in Gaza 
City just after students got off at 
7:30 a.m. (0430 GMT), Arab' 
reports and UNRWA officials 
said. 

A man carrying explosives 
boarded the bus and forced the 
driver and four UNRWA em- 
ployees to take a short ride to an 
isolated spot on the coastal road, 
they said. 

The man then ordered the driv- 
er and officials off and warned 
them they would be harmed if 
they reported the incident, UN- 
RWA officials said. 

The man continued along the 
coastal road, an otherwise quiet 
thoroughfare often used by 
Israeli military vehicles, the re- 
ports said. He rammed the gov- 
ernment vehicles on the road. 
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Courage to deal with sin 

IT IS not very often that a precise and accurate 
measurement can be made of the success and 
honesty of a diplomatic mission like the present 
tour of the Middle East being made by U.S. 
Secretary State Warren Christopher. The 
measure would be the number of times that he 
conld bring himself to mention a particular 
numeral, 425, the U.N. resolution that called on 
Israel, in March 15178, to pull its troops out of 
“all” of Lebanon “forthwith.” Because Israel has 
refused to obey and is still occupying the so-called 
“security zone” in South Lebanon, the Arab 
governments, the Lebanese prime minister and 
HizboHah argue, repeatedly, that the local resist- 
ance has the legal right to attack Israel and its 
surrogate South Lebanon Army (SLA) on 
Lebanese territory in the zone. 

To mention “425” reminds people that Israel 
ab initio is in the wrong because of its disobedi- 
ence. Which is why Israel’s great and good 
friends, U.S. President Bill Clinton and Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, did not mention it 
once in the several statements they made about 
“operation accountability” during last week. 

What the latest flare-np in Lebanon should tell 
the Secretary of State is that there remain forces 
in the Arab Woridjwho continue to. oppose Arab , 
capitulation to Israel and^to peace terms that do 
not address the root cause of all Middle East ills, 
especially the occupation of Arab territories and 
the denial of Palestinian rights. 

Will he then expiate the flagrant sin of omission 
by plucking up enough courage to mention the 
root cause of the whole Israel-Arab crisis ? 


AL DUSTOUR daily Monday discussed the U.S. 
secretary of state’s tour of the region, expressing hope 
that the Israeli aggression on Lebanon would not 
impede his mission of stimulating the peace process. 
It is hoped that the U.S. secretary would come this 
time more prepared to take steps towards forcing 
Israel to comply with the international legitimacy and 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, said the paper. 
Warren Christopher’s efforts are badly needed at this 
time to pave the ground for the peace process to 
achieve success in the aftermath of the seven-day 
onslaught unleashed by the Israelis on the Lebanese 
civilians, continued the daily. The paper said Mr. 
Christopher is coming to see a different situation and 
to find thousands of displaced people and a devas- 
tated area as a result of the aggression. Indeed, said 
the paper, this war underlines the fact that a speedy 
solution to the region's problems and the Palestine 
issue has become of paramount importance and of 
; increasing urgency. The latest Israeli aggression 
: : nearly undermined the whole peace process and 
: ; obstructed further U.S. efforts to achieve settlement, 
: ; added the paper. What is hoped from the U.S.' 
: secretary this time, said the paper, is a serious 

■ endeavour designed to end the deadlock in the peace 

* ■ process by taking meaningful steps towards forcing 
{ the Jewish state into accepting the decisions of the 

* ; world community, and abiding by the international 

; ; rules. 

* 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily criticised a state- 
: . ment by the Arab foreign ministers who met in 
; Damascus the situation in Lebanon following the 
I. latest Israeli aggression. It was encouraging to see the 
Arab ministers sharing sympathy with their Lebanese 
\ kinsmen under the present circumstances, but it wass 

- • indeed discouraging and disappointing to see the rich 
l - Arab states promising very limited financial assistance 

to. the battled country, said Ahmad A1 Misleh. It was 

- > somewhat pleasing to hear the foreign ministers 
: j reiterate the need for solidarity, among Arab states in 
: ; the face of aggression, but it was disappointing to see 

; themfai 10 invoke die spirit of the Arab defence pact 
; as pro vie jd for in the Charter of the Arab League, 

■ added tfii vriter. He wondered why the Arab foreign 
. ■ ; ministers iled to repeat the Arab Nation’s demand 
* ■ that the I: jeli occupation of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strif :nd and wondered why the Arab ministers 
; failed to di and that the embargo on Iraq end so that 
- ; the suffering of the innocent civilian population there 
>' : can come tc n end. 


Bosnia — ominous 
scandal for the West 


By George Zarycky 


NEW YORK — Sarajevo will 
soon fall. Bosnia-Heizegovina. as 
Such, will cease to exist. The end 
will culmioale a two-year death 
watch and mark the nadir of 
western foreign policy in the post- 
cold war period. 

And Bosnia’s agonising dis- 
memberment will be met, de- 
spite! furrowed brows and public 
band-wringing, with a collective 
sigh of relief resounding from the 
capitals of western Europe to the 
State Department and the White 
House. 

Conservative*esti mates put the 
death toll at 200,000. Few of 
these are soldiers of organised 
armies who died on the noble 
fields of battle. This war was 
about ragtag militias, looters, 
weekend Serbian mercenaries 
and raiders, thugs killing civi- 
lians, “ethnic cleansing," mass 
rape as military doctrine, de- 
population, the wholesale des- 
truction of towns and villages. 

It was about territory and con- 
quest and settling scores centuries 
old. It was about Serbian hege- 
mony and unparalleled interna- 
tional cowardice. The enormity 
and scope of the debacle boggles 
the mind. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Muslims 
will be hardpressed to find the 
difference between Somali war- 
lords and Serbian mili tia leaders 
or between Saddam Hussein and 
Slobodan Milosevic. After all, 
aren’t both of them war cri- 
minals? 

The Muslims should have real- 
ised that in this scenario, they 
were like the Iraqi Kurds left to t 
freeze to death in the mountains 


north of Baghdad while George 
Bush and America were flushed 
with “victory.” 

They should have realised that 
torrents of international conde- 
mnation and saber-rattling mean 
nothing unless you have oil or 
resources or threaten Americans. 
Genocide, ethnocide_,_ death 
camps, slaughtering civilians fall 
out of the purview of U.S. or 
western “vital interests.’' 

What else can any of us con- 
clude as we watch this tragedy 
play itself out? Where do we 
ascribe blame? Whose failure was 
it? 

There was the Bush-Baker- 
Gorbachev insistence on sticking 
to a cold war mind-set even as the 
last artificially cobbled, multieth- 
nic empires were unraveling. 
There was the post-Gorbacb e v 
policy void, as President Bush 
and his minions ignored calls 
from Balkan leaders and foreign 
policy specialists who insisted 
that sovereignty claims by 
Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia be 
backed with force and resolve lest 
Serbia see inaction as the green 
light for revanchist expansionism. 

And while first one shell and 
then another fell on Sarajevo, 
and Serbia’s exploratory forces 
remained little more than lightly 
equipped' militia and former 
Yugoslav army units (perhaps 
still smarting from defeat by 
Slovenian border guards) , recom- 
mendations for limited air strikes 
to knock out artillery batteries 
were ignored as the United States 
debated peace dividends and the 
economy in the 1992 campaign. 

And what of Europe? Bicker- 
ing over Maastricht beef quotas, 
“great power” German-French 


gamestnaisbip and immigration 
quotas were key items on the 
agenda as atrocities led to the 
largest influx of refugees in 
Europe since World War n. As 
Lisbon talks begat Geneva, which 
begat Vanco-Owen, which begat 
M safe havens,” Bosnia’s agony 
intenafied. 

. Croatia laid dahn to its share. 
Serbia put a stranglehold on the 
rest. As envoys scurried from city 
to city, venue to venpe, inagtin g 
that aggression must never be 
rewarded, the arm twisting of 
Bosnian leaders was in full swing. 
Suddenly, President Alija Izetbe- 
govic, who saw his country plun- 
dered and chopped up into 
pieces, was being recalcitrant, un- 
reasonable, obstructionist in 
adhering to the prindples of 
sovereignty and freedom. 

The Ouistopher-Tarnoff doc- 
trine may well be Bosnia's last 
will and testament. Noble ideals 
of democracy, liberty and human 
rights that all Americans hold 
dear will be selectively enforced 
by a leadership locked in the 
thrall of political, expediency, 
dearly, this is a muddled, 
dangerous message at a time 
when tensions are rising from 
Russia to Central Aria to Latin 
America to the Middle Fa s t , 

In my 40 years, I have lived 
through far too many wars 
human calamities of atrocious 
scale. But something, rite right 
thing, was always said or done. 
Millions protested again-cr the 
Vietnam war. The sickening con- 
flict in Biafra brought interna- 
tional attention, benefits, dona- 
tions. The India-Pakistan war in 
1971 gave us George Harrison’s 
.concert for Bangladesh and world 


U.N. sanctions push 
Iraq to brink of tragedy 


By Leon Barkho 

Reuter 


BAGHDAD — President Sad- 
dam Hussein, his meaning under- 
stood by few at the time, warned 
Kuwait darkly in 1990 that Iraq 
could tolerate many things but 
not threats to its “daily bread”. 

Short of cash after eight bruis- 
ing years at war with Iran, he 
accused the emirate of stealing 
Iraq’s oil and undermining its 
economy. 

On August 2, 1990, Iraqi 
troops invaded. 

But three years on, many of 
Iraq’s 18 million people, who are 
sitting on the world's second 
largest oil reserves after Saudi 
Arabia, are on the breadline. 

“A grave humanitarian tragedy 
is unfolding,” the U.N. Food and- 
Agriculture Organisation warned 
in a recent report. 

U.N. sanctions, the report 
said, were forcing most of the 
population to live under “the 
| most deplorable conditions”. 

Iraq, which has traditionally 
regarded Kuwait as part of its 
territory, has paid a high price for 
seizing the emirate. 

International isolation fol- 
lowed with the world community 
rallying behind the U.N. trade 
blockade. 

A formidable U.S.-led multr- 
national force battered its army 
and ejected its troops in February 
JL991. 

The alliance also smashed its 
infrastructure, depriving it for a 
time of power and telecom- 
munications. 


Revolts m the Kurdish north 
and Shiite south shook Iraq. The 
armed forces rallied to the gov- 
ernment, crushing the revolts, 
but rebel Kurds, shielded by 
western warplanes, have since 
taken control of a large slice of 
the north. 

Kuwait, for its part, emerged 
from the crisis with chunks of 
Iraqi land and territorial waters. 
A U.N. Border Demarcation 
Commission moved the emirate's 
border north and extended its 
maritime frontier almost land- 
locking Iraq. 

But the Iraqi government re- 
mains unbowed. 

Fiery language against 
Kuwait's oil policy and its support 
of Iraq's exiled opposition is ram- 
pant in official newspapers. 

The rhetoric is reminiscent of 
1990 when Iraq accused the emi- 
rate of stabbing it “in the back 
with a poisoned dagger". 

The official press still refers to 
Kuwait as a region and a news- 
paper published by Saddam Hus- 
sein's eldest son, Uday, describes 
the emirate as an Iraqi province. 

The border changes have 
caused anger in Iraq. 

“History will never forgive any 
government agreeing to the new 
borders,’' says Ali Mohammad 
Hussein, a university lecturer. 
“There is no end to Sabahs’ 
(Kuwait ruling family) insatiable 
greed. They want to swallow 
Iraq." 

A school teacher who took part 
in the invasion, adds: 

“The more sacrifices we offer, 
the dearer that part of the coun- 


try becomes.” 

Butmany Iraqis would like the 
government to forget the past and 
focus on ensuring that sanctions 
are lifted. 

“It is getting tougher and 
tougher with every passing 
month,” said a rivu, servant. 
“Even the government now real- 
ises that it has to do something to 
alleviate people's suffering.” 

Food prices have sky-rocketed. 
Flour costs 355 times more than 
before the embargo, sugar 149 
times more, vegetable oil 106 
times more and rice 70 times 
more. 

Personal incomes, in terms of 
purchasing power, lag far behind. 
Average monthly wages for most 
workers have increased two to 
three-fold since 1990. Average 
monthly salaries range from 250 
Iraqi dinars (five dollars at the 
unofficial exchange rate) to 1,500 
dinars for senior officials and 
army officers. 

U.N. relief workers in Bagh- 
dad estimate that the monthly 


food basket for a family of six, 
the average Iraqi family, costs 
some 5,400 dinars. It cost about 
110 in 1990. 

“It is mass punishment. And 
first victims are the Iraqi people 
who the U.S. and alhes claim 


The western Gulf war allies, 
who initially linked any ending of 
sanctions to the departure of Sad- 
dam Hussein, have backed Secur- 
ity Council demands for com- 
pliance with military action. 

In January, they launched air 
and missile strikes following one 
of many standoffs .over the cease- 
fire terms. 

Washington hit Iraq’s Baghdad 
intelligence headquarters with 
missiles in June over an alleged 
plot to kill former President 
George Bush on a Kuwait visit. 

The West also maintains no-fly 
zones over northern and southern 
Iraq to protect rebel Kurds and 
dissdent Shiites from attack. 

But diplomats say neither sanc- 
tions nor the threat of western 
military action threaten Saddam 
Hussein's hold on power. 

_ “The no-fly zones could not 
divide the country. Even the 
western-guarded Kurdish rebel 
enclave hi the north catches cold 
when Baghdad sneezes," one di- 
plomat said. 

Following a standoff in July 
over future monitoring of its mis- 
sile programmes, Iraq has shown 
signs of wanting a compromise 
that will start its life-blood oil 
exports flowing again. 

In the meantime. Baghdad 


they have nothing against,” said a preach espa 
shopper in Baghdad's central . The officii 
market. I tistics listing 

The Security Council has link- cash-earning 
ed any lifting of the blockade to Pbur and pi 
compliance with Gulf war cease- “There is 
fire terms, including the scrap- neatfaeachli 
ping of Iraq’s weapons of mass- added, in t 
destruction. reference to 


In the meantime, Baghdad 
preach cspaticnce to its people. 

The official press publishes sta- 
/ tistics listing massive deposits of 
cash-earning minerals like sul- 
phur and phosphate. 

“There is a tap of gold under- 
neath each Iraqi,” one newspaper 
added, in a readily-understood 
reference to Iraq’s oil wealth. 


Where it is ‘dangerous 
to cross the street 5 


attention, as did the outbreaks in 
the Middle East Belatedly, Cam" 
bodia gave us “The Killing 
Helds,” and the war of Ethiopia’s 
government against the people 
spurred Live Aid to help starving 
millions. 

Bosnia's public murder has no- 
thing to do with compassion fati- 
gue or the failure of journalists to 
make the story graphic and real. 
We have all seen the horrific 
pictures. Headlines and- opinion 
columns have screamed for ac- 
tion. The mass rapes appalled us. 
So, too, the stark images of re- 
tarded children abandoned to 
die. 

Bosnia's tragedy reflects the 
lade of will, courage, resolve, the 
fragility of the democratic idea 
espoused but not defended. 

Bosnia is a horrible lesson, one 
that years of subsequent rationa- 
lisation, avoidance and analysis 
must not diminish. Moral eva- 
sions, when they eclipse our abil- 
ity to see and respond to evil, will 
undermine our values and our 
fundamental beliefs at a time 
when the world is shrinking and 
so many are looking to the West 
for leadership. Slobodan 
Milosevic’s , triumph diminishes 
all of us. 

The writer is specialist for Central 
Europe at Freedom House , 
which monitors political rights 
and civil liberties around the 
world. This article is reprinted 
from The Washington Post. 

Rand Khoari is on leave. 

His fnlnimi wffl appear on 

Ang. 17, 1993. 



By Cherif J. Cordabi 

T be following “letter from. Gaza- 
appeared in the July 23 issue 

Middle East International. 

The old man came running to the 
window of the car, his eyes well- 
ing with tears, his voice choking 
with emotion. “Please, help me, 
help me,” be begged. “My house 
is flooded. My family is sleeping 
in water." , _ 

This is Shari— Beach Camp — 
home to some 53,000 Palestinian 
refugees in the Israeli occupied 
Gaza Strip. Salih Talib, 75, is one 
of the 600.000 refugees who make 
np more than two thirds of Gaza s 
population. His home, where be 
fives with his wife and eight chil- 
dren, can only be described as a 
hovel — two small rooms ankle- 
deep in water from a burst pipe 
beneath the ground. “It’s always 
like this,” he says, his small chil- 
dren dinging to his trouser-leg. 
“This happens ’all the time. 
Please help us.” 

Outside in the street, an Israeli 
army jeep, an iron grill across its 
windscreen, transparent perspex 
glass covering its back to protect 
the soldiers in the rear from 
stones, passes by. As it does 
children, some as young as eight, 
emerge from the dust-ridden ride 
streets to throw stones at it. Most 
miss. This is daily life in Shati, as 
it is in Gaza’s seven other camps. 
Some 850,000 people live in 
Gaza, a strip of land at most 50 by 
10 kilometres — - a “chicken- 
coop” as one local Palestinian 
leader described it. It is in Gaza 
where theTntifada, five years of 
intesified Palestinian struggle to 
“shake off" Israeli occupation, is 
fiercest. Hus is where last month 
a four-year old Child was shot in 
the chest- by an Israeli soldier, 
where a mother died of asphyxia- 
tion from Israeli tear gas. 

Although the camp merges im- 
perceptibly with Gaza City, an 
artificial barrier now blocks off 
the bordering streets. Ten-metre 
high walls of concrete-filled ofl 
drums have been erected by the 
Israelis built to block the streets. 
The idea, explained a local 
Palestinian, was to prevent chil- 
dren throwing stones at Israeli 
vehicles travelling along Gaza Ci- 
ty’s main roads. Israeli jeeps, 
with soldiers in th : back, armed 
with machin e guns and telescopic 
sights, constantly patrol the 
■ camp’s . -rubbish-filled* streets.^ 

- Through .a system- of- - calls, 
Palestinian children are able to 

- trade the movements of the jeeps 
and attack with stones according- 
ly. Sometimes their knowledge of 
the location of a jeep in a parallel 
street without actually seeing it is 
so accurate that they are able to 
throw stones at it over a row of 
houses — and hit. 

Ambulances, seemingly from 
every organisation from the Red 
Cross to the European Commun- 
ity, constantly shadow these cen- 
tres of tension which ebb and 
flow through the camp with a 
speed that can catch the visitor 
unawares. Like stalking vultures, 
the ambulances wait with an air 
of inevitability to pick up the 
wounded — and the dead. 

One minute, all can be peace 
and quiet, kids playing in the dirt, 


mothers banging outthe wishmg 
in the bright sunlight, and the 
next, all will be running, seux- 

rvme like rats into dark doorways 
and maze-like side streets 
Seconds later, an Israeli jeep will 
rSeai- at the end of the street in 
a doud of dust, and as it passes, 

puffs of dirt buret aroimdit * 

Jocks land out of nowhere. When . 
the dust has settled, life retmnsto. . 
normal, and the tension flows 
further down the street. ■ 

At the Sbifa Hospital u Gaza 
City, the wounded Ke in their 
beds’ “I was shot six times.” says 
Ra’ed. 13. ^ ^ ^ cra^eratiai 
of a child, but the dried Wood on 
a plaster cast on his leg and ' 
em erging metal rods are testa- 
ment to an Israeli bullet which 
shattered bones in his lower leg. * 

A few minutes drive away, - 
53-year old Abu Salih is making 
tea in the ruins of his home. He is 
one of many victims of a deliber- 
ate Israeli policy of blowing up 
homes to turn the population 
against “wanted” Palestinians or 
“encourage” the ’’wjmtea" l ?fr> i 
rive themselves up. Abu Satihis^' ‘ 
also a victim of a new kind of 
explosive — a “pressure bomb", 

’ which according to the U»N. me 
Israelis are using to demolish 
homes. Pressure bombs have the 
effect of blowing out the walls of 
a house. They even have the 
power to force out the pillars of 
reinforced concrete around which 
a home is built. - - - - 

“ft is Gaza where the . 
intifada, Gve years of 
intensified Palestinian . 
struggle to shake, off ■ 
Israeli occupation, is 
fiercest This is where * a. 
last month a four-year V * 
oM chil d was shot in the 
chest by an Israeli sol- 
dier, where a mother - 
died of asphyxiation 
from Israeli tear gas.” 

In the middle of a room on the 
first of Abu Salih’s home, one of 
these pressure bombs had blown 
a hole through the reinforced 
concrete floor, leaving only a 
small grid of twisted iron rods. In 
another room, a straight line of 
broken floor tiles down the centre 
of the room dearly indicated .the 
.‘ force of the explosion in the room 
Hietow. Ttus lifted the floor .above 
’into a sort 'of shallow dome be- 
fore falling back down again; thus 
the line of broken tiles down the 
■ middle of the room. And ligfat 
poured into the rooms as the 
walls collapsed into the street 
below. 

Back in the centre of town, 
Israeli soldiers peer out from M 

watch-towers around the confc " 
pound of the dvil adminsitratio m 
Israel's military government in 
the territories. Heavily guarded 
and surrounded by coil upon coil 
of barbed wire and a ten-metre 
high wire fence, the centre is 
linked across a main street by a 
pedestrain flyover fully enclosed 
perspex glass for protection 
against stone throwers. For the 
Israelis here, it seems, it is espe- 
cially dangerous to cross a street. ! 
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Gratuitous insolence 

To the Editor: 

One hears everyday about different types of harassment ranging 
ra ? aJ - H °yever, unfortunately, one canno?^3f 
f ° r reli ?!,V 0 ‘ l ^ lt happens to him/her. * 
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and gives us a poor name locally an^ 
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New technologies challenge 
masters of video game world 




By Braves Smillte 

The Associated Press 
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Nintendo burst on the scene In 
1983 with the Nintendo entertain- 
ment system and an array of 
appealing games for use with its 
specialised hardware. 

Bof.r-ti - The Mario Brothers and Street 
vJ? hls hi ■ • Fl Shter n soon had children and 
ni-” ms ofa* : -• Parents glued to television 
screens, fingers at the game con- 
trol switches. 

The enormous popularity of 
those games made Nintendo a 
household word. While the world 
limped through recession, over 
the past five years Nintendo tri- 
pled its sales to S4.90 billion in 
die last fiscal year ended March 

“We have always made the 
best (software) and sold the most 
and we will continue to make the 
best and sell the most," Nintendo 
President Hiroshi Yamauchi 
boasted recently. 

But Sega's whimsical “Sonic 
the Hedgehog” has been nipping 
at Nintendo’s heels since 1991, 
when the software mascot hit the 
market along with the company’s 
Genesis game player. 

Sega sold 7.5 million of the 
devices in the last fiscal year, up 
from 3.6 million the year before. 
In fiscal 1992, Sega posted sales 
of S3.62 billion, up 68.1 per cent. 

Nintendo sells 61 per cent of its 
software and 73 per cent of its 
hardware in the United States; 
Sega is less dependent on the 
U.S. market, selling 35 per cent 
of software and 46 per cent of 
hardware to Americans. 

The two companies have par- 
; layed their knack for making 
addictive games into a market 
worth at least $5 billion a year for 
: * home-use software alone, said 
‘ , Chuck Goto, an analyst for S.G. 

; ' Warburg Securities in Tokyo. 

Bat analysts say their success 
' 1 may have bred complacency, 

__ while computer firms, including 
■" NEC, Fujitsu dorp, and Mat- 
' ' sushita Electric Industrial Co., 

' hatched plans for multimedia sys- 
' terns. 

The multifaceted, user-friendly 
systems also will run video game 
compact discs with powerful 32- 
bit processors that give them an 
edge over Sega ana Nintendo’s 
16-bit machines in teims of rc- 
- sponsiveness, colour and sound. 

« ' Bits are the smallest units of 
computing power; the more bits a 
processor has, the more informa- 
tion it can process simultaneous- 
ly. Today’s standard personal 
computer runs on Intel Corp.’s 
32-bit 486 microprocessor. 

The 3 DO interactive multi- 
player, made by San Mateo Cali- 
fornia-based 3DO Co., which is 
backed by Matsushita and othe'r 
companies, is expected to let us- 
ers shop electronically, compute, 
edit home videos and perform 


other tasks without moving from 
their chairs. 

Atari Corp. of Sunnyvale, Cali- 
fornia, also is introducing a mul- 
timedia machine, the Jaguar, that 
will run games in simulated 3-D 
and play audio CDS and Kodak’s 
new photo CDS. The 64-bit de- 
vice, which can be connected to 
cable TV and telephone net- 
works, will retail for approx- 
imately S200. Jaguar will be test 
marketed in New York this fall 
with a national roll out next year. 
Atari said. 

Here's where the hard choice 
comes in: none of the newer 
devices are likely to be compati- 
ble with the older Sega and Nin- 
tendo hardware. 

Nintendo President Yamauchi 
says he’s confident game buyers 
will continue to prefer his product 
to those of high-tech rivals be- 
cause of Nintendo's lead in soft- 
ware. 

“Whether you have a 16-bii or 
a 32-bit machine doesn't matter. 
More fun, more entertaining soft- 
ware is what counts," he said. 

Sega and Nintendo are proven 


masters ut coaxing fun products 
out of their software writers. 
Judging from lackluster sales of 
video game software for PCs. Che 
computer makers are not, market 
analysts say. 

"I think they are just beginning 
to wake up to the potential of 
games, with Matsushita's 3DO 
efforts an obvious example.” said 
David Bendar, an analyst for 
Barclays de Zoete Wcdd Secur- 
ities in Tokyo, noting the “failure 
of the personal computer makers 
in the post to produce user- 
friendly home computer game 
machines.” 

Sega spokesman Munebiro 
Umemura said 37 new disc-based 
titles to be offered by the com- 
pany this year would help keep its 
16-bit disc drive system ahead of 
arrivistes like 3DO. 

Sega also recently bought the 
rights to Video Image Compress- 
ion technology from Sunnyvale- 
based Supermac technology in a 
bid to enhance its 16-bir CD game 
graphics. That know-how is 
essential for the sophisticated 
three-dimensional graphics 


needed to make the next genera- 
tion of machines. 

Some analysis also say the soft- 
ware advantage (hat Nintendo 
and Sega now have is about to be 
undermined by software writers 
who — in a most un-Japanese 
way — are defecting to the com- 
petition. 

Nintendo depends on contracts 
with outside companies for nearly 
all of its software development 
and has tightly restricted the 
number of titles it licences each 
year to keep quality high. It has 
also relied on a tacit agreement 
preventing its software specialists 
from moonlighting for Sega. 

Gary Chan, an analyst with 
James Capel Pacific Securities in 
Tokyo, said conditions set by 
Nintendo are so strict that even 
its most valuable hitmakers, like 
Capcom Co. and Konaou Co., 
have already split ranks. 

“I would assume that software 
houses will be more than happy 
to write for it (the Jaguar)," said 
Mr. Bendar. “I think the move to 
CD-Rom is going ro kill Sega and 
Nintendo." ■ 
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High powered multimedia devices threaten the world of video games (file photo) 


U.S. has to convince Arabs 
it can deliver peace 


By Paul Eedie 
Reuter 

CAIRO — U.S. success in 
brokering a truce in Lebanon 
cannot hide the size of the chal- 
lenge faring Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher: the Middle 
East peace process is going no- 
where and Arabs doubt U.S. 
commitment to fix it. 

Mr. Christopher is due to ar- 
rive in Cairo on Monday morning 
at the start of a tour of Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Syria and perhaps 
Lebanon that both Arabs and 
Israelis hope might rescue their 
21-month-old peace talks. 

The negotiations cry out for 
bold new ideas to break the dead- 
lock on the central issues: How 
much independence Israel will 
allow the Palestinians and how to 
persuade Israel and Syria that the 
other is serious about peace. 

But the Arabs fear that Mr. 
Chriszopber and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton have not yet made 
the personal commitment to Mid- 
dle East peace which the process 
needs to succeed — and which 
their predecessors, James Baker 
and George Bush, made. 

One concerned Arab diplomat 
said: “I think we may be moving 
in the right direction because we 
have now finally got Christopher 
out here ...the more we get him 
involved, the more he will be 
forced to play a political role so 
he would succeed." 

Palestinian strategist Nabil 
Shaath commented more bleakly: 
“I don't think the top leadership 
of the United States has really yet 
taken the derision to plunge into 
these negotiations and really give 
them the kind of priority needed 
to get them moving." 

Diplomats expea Mr. Christ- 
opher to continue pushing a con- 
troversial U.S. draft plan for an 
interim five-year period of 
Palestinian self-rule in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But events may be moving on. 
The parties themselves have be- 
gun exploring more radical ways 
forward. 

One is to defuse argument over 
the interim period by starting 
immediate, parallel talks on a 
permanent settlement, perhaps 
agreeing that this would involve a 
confederation between the 
Palestinians and Jordan to ease 
Israeli fears of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

The other .idea is for Israel to 
make an immediate, partial with- 
drawal from occupied territory to 
give substance to self-rule. The 
Israelis have offered to leave 
Gaza: the Palestinians want to 
add Jericho so there is also a 
withdrawal on the West Bank. 

U.S. diplomats have been 
fighting to keep their paper in 
play, insisting on preserving the 
negotiating rules they laid down 
before the peace process began in 
Madrid in 1991. 

The Palestinians fiercely 
attacked the paper at the last two 
rounds of talks in Washington, 
saying it does not define the 
territory where their self-rule 
body will have jurisdiction and in 
particular does not give them 
control of East Jerusalem. 

An Israeli official said he 
hoped Mr. Christopher could ex- 


Christopher says decision time is near 

Michael McCurry said during Mr. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

ceasefire in Lebanon. 

The last round of talks ended in 
V Washington on July 1, bogged 
down over proposals for an in- 
terim period of Palestinian self- 
rule and the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Mubarak also announced 
he had asked the Arab states, 
Japan and other countries to con- 
tribute to a fund for Palestinian 
economic development as a way 
of boosting the peace process. He 
did not elaborate. 

“The negotiations under any 
circumstances shouldn't stop. 
They should continue because 
peace is so precious," Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Mubarak spoke at a joint news 
conference after their luncheon 
meeting at Ras A1 Tin palace in 
this resort city. 

Mr. Christopher said he hoped 
“to capitalise on the tragic situa- 
tion in Lebanon, to use it to 
remind the parties how important 
it is to move forward with the 
peace talks." 

Last week, Israeli artillery and 
warplanes pounded targets in 
South Lebanon in retaliation for 
rocket attacks by guerrillas. The 
fi ghting was the most intense in 
11 years. 

Mr. Qmstopher said it was 
possible fighting in Lebanon “has 
itself given a new burst of energy 
to the negotiations.” 

He cautioned, however, that 
“we don’t expect, “jy break_ 
th roughs on this trip.” 

Mr. Christopher said that if the 
negotiating parties were to pro- 
duce agreements “they must not 
only tmk, but they must be pre- 
pared to make decisions. ” 

U.S. efforts have led 


. 

significant de-escalation to th 
stfjV'V J] W hostilities in South Lebanon, 

: State Department spokesman 


to a 
the 


Christopher’s trip. 

A U.S. official travelling with 
Mr. Christopher said arrange- 
ments for improving stability 
were needed to ease the security 
concerns of parties to the talks. 

Mr. Christopher was expected 
to ask for such guarantees from 
Syria, the sole party able to con- 
trol groups like Hizbollah guerril- 
las. 

The U.S. official who spoke 
anonymously declined to say if 
Washington had asked Damascus 
to forbid arms shipments from 
Iran to Hizbollah. 

Another diplomat said: “The 
Syrians must understand that 
they have more to get from the 
pe ?re process than from support- 
ing those who are opposing it." 

In Tunis, Arafat advisor Bas- 
sem Abu Sharif said Mr. Christ- 
opher's current mission could be 
the “last chance” for peace in the 
region. 

He said it was up to Washing- 
ton to kick-start the faltering 
peace process, warning: “If the 
status quo remains in the Middle 
East, the peace process will be 
destroyed and there will be catas- 
trophic strategic consequences 
for the international commun- 
ity.” 

Mr. Abu Sharif said that the 
PLO wanted peace but “will not 
give in to pressure" to “eclipse 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- 

P le " 

He said any attempts to "re- 
duce the territorial sovereignty of 
the Palestinians of to exclude the 
holy places (East Jerusalem) will 
only end up destroying the peace 

^Ttof head of the Palestinian 
delegation to the bilateral Middle 
East peace talks announced Mon- 
day he will boycott Mr. Christ- 

° P Ddegationdu’ef Haidar Abdul 


Shafi told AFP: “I will not meet 
Christopher. I feel there has been 
no change in the American posi- 
tion.’’ 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was also pro- 
testing at the seven-day Israeli 
assault on Lebanon. 

"I believe that the American 
position remains as was presented 
to us in the tenth round of nego- 
tiations, which we had rejected 
and therefore l have no desire to 
meet Mr. Christopher," Dr. 
Abdul Shafi said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said after 
nearly three months of debate 
Washington still wanted Palesti- 
nians to accept limited self-rule 
— administrative functions — 
without any control of land. 

Peace delegation spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi said 
several members of the delega- 
tion would nonetheless meet Mr. 
Christopher and insist that East 
Jerusalem is occupied territory 
and must be part of any area over 
which the Palestinians are given 
interim autonomy. 

“We are not obliged to accept 
anything but a Palestinian delega- 
tion will meet Christopher in line 
with PLO policy," she said. 

Faisal Husseini, chief of the 
Palestinian peace team, would 
lead the delegation. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday the ceasefire 
ending Israel's war against South 
Lebanon was a step towards talks 
with Beirut and Damascus. 

"The understanding culminat- 
ing in a ceasefire has created the 
basis for a dialogue with Syria 
and Lebanon Mr. Rabin told a 
weekly cabinet meeting, govern- 
ment sources said. 

He said the "understanding” 
brokered by Mr. Christopher 
with Syria and Lebanon to halt 
the guerrilla rocketing of Isriel’s 
border communities was in line 
with Israel’s aims. 


Lebanon army to deploy 


(Continued from page 1) 
gun permits and passes issued by 
the Defence Ministry, which had 
allowed guerrillas to pass through 
army checkpoints without being 
searched. 

Israel meanwhile, continued to 
withdraw its forces from the 
"security zone” Monday for the 
second day running after doubl- 
ing its strength there during its 
onslaught. 

Security sources said 700 sol- 
diers, 40 artillery guns, 28 Merka- 
va tanks, 34 M113 armoured 
vehicles, 40 troop transports and 
eight mobile operations rooms 
had crossed the border into Israel 
since Sunday. 

Israel normally keeps around 
1,000 troops ip the “security 
zone." 

The Lebanese deployment 
would put the army into position 
to prevent guerrillas from using 
villages as staging points for 
attacks on the “security zone" 
Israel declared in southern Leba- 
non in 1985. 

The Beirut government has not 
decided to ban guerrilla attacks 
on the "security zone." But it has 
declared its opposition to firing 
rockets across the border at 
Israeli towns, to avoid Israel’s 
ruthless retaliation. 

In Israel, defence ministry 
spokesman Oded Ben-Ami com- 
mented; "... Anything that the 
government does to prevent op- 
erations against Israel and the 
security zone is welcome." 

Israel has said guerrilla assaults 
that killed seven soldiers in the 
zone in one month were the 
reason for the air, sea and artil- 
lery onslaught. 

That blitz was halted by the 
U.S.-brokered ceasefire Satur- 
day, two days before U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher’s 
Middle East swing promoting an 
llth round of Arab-Israeli peace 


talks. He was in Cairo Monday. 

Israel has said the ceasefire was 
based on the understanding that 
Iranian-backed guerrillas of Hiz- 
bo 11 ah would stop firing rockets 
across the border. 

Lebanese government sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the order to Hizbollah 
ro halt rocket attacks came from 
Iran at Syria's request. 

The army fell apart during 
Lebanon's 1975-90 civil war. Now 
40,000-strong, it has not returned 
ro the far south during the post- 
1990 revival of central govern- 
ment authority elsewhere in the 
country. 

Local guerrillas kept their 
weapons when other civil war 
factions disarmed, on the argu- 
ment they were fighting Israeli 
occupation In buffer zone. 
Palestinian guerrillas also operate 
in the area. 

The Higher Defence Council 
includes Prime Minister Hariri, 
Defence Minister Mohsen Dal- 
loul, Foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez, Interior Minister Bechara 
Merhej and senior army com- 
manders. 

The cabinet has appointed a 
committee headed by Mr. Hariri 
and Mr. Dalloul to make the 
necessary contacts with the U.N. 
command to ensure the deploy- 
ment- 

Government sources said the 
troops would fan out in stages to 
the Israeli-held “security zone's" 
borders. 

“We will put all our capabilities 
to deploy the army in U.N. areas 
to preserve people's security," 
Mr. Dalloul told Reuters. He 
refused to give details of the 
deployment or specify the areas. 

Israeli artilleiy systematically 
shelled cemeteries in South Leba- 
non villages during its blitz last 
week, a Red Cross spokesman 
said. 


tract from the Palestinians full 
texts of the amendments they 
wanted. 

Mr. Shaath said the Palesti- 
nians had prepared texts on all 
points but would probably hand 
them over only if the United 
States changed its position on 
jurisdiction and Jerusalem. 

The Israeli official said he 
hoped Mr. Christopher could 
break the stalemate between 
Israel and Syria by talking direct- 


ly to President Hafez Ai Assad. 

“There is a limit to what they 
can do in Washington,” he said. 
"The people negotiating in 
Washington are not the centre 
and focus of decision-making.” 

But the Arab diplomat said: "I 
personally don't think you are 
going to get movement on the 
Syrian track unless there is sub- 
stantive movement on the Palesti- 
nian track." 

Israel will not discuss details of 


a withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights until Syria savs whether 
it accepts a full peace including 
embassies and open borders. 
Syria will not discuss details of 
peace until Israel agrees to total 
withdrawal from the Golan. 

Mr. Christopher himself has 
played down any hope that his 
tour would produce a break- 
through. Mosr Arabs would say it 
was a wise precaution but hardly 
encouraging. 
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Drawing of August 2, 1983 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 26630 

Wins JD 30,000 


Holder of ticket No. 31811 
Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of ticket No. 62180 
Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 15956 
Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 78399 
Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 06635 
Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 800 


Ten consolation pnzes totalling JD 1,200 each wins JD 128" 

26631 26640 26730 27630 36630 
26639 26620 26530 25630 16630 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD TtO each wins JD 7T^ 

31812 31821 31911 32811 41811 
31810 31801 31711 30811 21811 


Ten consoiaiion prizes totalling JD 4M each wins JD 40 

62181 62190 62280 63180 72180 
62189 62170 62080 61180 52180 


Ten consoiaiion prizes miffing JD 200 each wins JD 20 

82857 82866 82956 83856 92856 
82855 82846 82756 81856 72856 


Ten consolation pnzes totaling JD ISO each wins JD 15 

15957 15966 15056 16956 25956 
15955 15946 15856 14956 05956 


Ten consoiaiion prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD 10 

78390 78309 78499 79399 88399 
78398 78389 78299 77399 68399 


Ten consolation prize* totalling JD 80 each wins JD 8 

06636 06645 06735 07635 16635 
06634 06625 06535 05635 96635 


Ten consolation prizes totaHmg JD 70 each wins JD 7 

50546 50555 50645 51545 60545 
50544 50535 50445 59545 40545 



Winners of the grand prizes In the ordinary Issue number 13 of July 17, 1933 
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European Community plunged into monetary 
and diplomatic turmoil by ERM collapse 


BRUSSELS (R) — Financial 
markets, scenting lower interest 
rates, savaged weak members of 
the European Community’s 
(EC’s) foreign exchange grid 
Monday after EC finance minis* 
ters effectively set the currencies 
loose to find their own levels. 

Dutch Finance Minister Wim 
Kok called it “a black day." 

The 12-nation bloc's dream of a 
single cuiTency by 1999 at the 
latest lay in tatters and recrimina- 
tions were expected. 

French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur fined the first 
salvo in Paris, blaming high Ger- 
man interest rates caused by the 
soaring cost of German unifica- 
tion for heavy speculation against 
the currencies in the ECs ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM). 


It was the most direct French 
criticism of Germany since the 
European monetary crisis began 
last September when the British 
pound and the Italian lira were 
blown out of the ERM. 

But Mr. Bahadur took some 
sting out of his news .conference 
remarks when he said the Franco- 
German relationship remained 1 
strong and the basis for any dur- 
able European framework. 

He spoke after the franc fell by 
roughly three per cent against the 
mark on currency markets. The 
Danish crown, Belgian franc, 
Spanish peseta and Portuguese 
escudo were also weak. 

European stock markets were 
sharply higher in anticipation of a 
round of EC interest rate cuts 
after the ERM decision. Floating 


ERM exchange rates will also 
damage EC internal trade. 

The EC ministers and their 
central bankers, meeting in Brus- 
sels from midday Sunday until 
early Monday, decided to expand 
the ERM fluctuation limits to IS 
per cent either side of their cen- 
tral rates from 2.25 or six per cent 
for most members. 

Only the German mark and 
Dutch guilder dung on to their 
existing linkage in the grid, the 
vehicle supposed to carry the 
community to its single currency 
goal in 1997 or 1999. 

“This is an almost floating sys- 
tem with' the exception of Ger- 
many and the Netherlands. A 
collapse would have been a disas- 
ter. This is not a disaster but it is a 
black day,” the Nethi Hands’ Kok 


said after the Brussels ministerial 
meeting. 

In Bonn, German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel said he 
expected the ERM to .stabilise 
soon near its pre-meeting levels. 

Bundesbank President Helmut 
Schlesinger told the same news 
conference in Bonn the limited 
floating meant that in future deal- 
ers would And it harder to profit 
from ERM speculation. 

EC Economic Affairs Commis- 
sioner Henning - Christoph ersen 
said the widened ERM bands 
must not lead to a series of 
competitive devaluations within 
the Community. Greater respon- 
sibility now lay with member 
government and politicians. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major called the present EC 


monetary union timetable totally 
unrealistic. 

In Copenhagen, Danish Prime 
Minister Pool Nyrup Rasmussen 
told reporters: 'The speculators 
succeeded in driving a wedge 
between France and Germany. 
But hopefully the cooperation 
can be strengthened again later.” 

Former British chancellor of 
the 3x-±eouer Norman Lamont, 
who was accused of making a 
dramatic policy U-turn last 
September over the pound, told 
BBC radio: “This actually is the 
end of the ERM in all but name. 
They have preserved a fig leaf but 
they have margins of fluctuation 
that are so wide...” 

Mr. Lamont’s successor at the 
British Treasury. Kenneth 
Clarke, said he had insisted at the 


Russia’s rouble fiasco 
produces chaos in Georgia 


Prices rise, shortages 
Indian truck strike 


TBILISI, Georgia (API — Rus- 
sia’s invalidation of old roubles 
has hurt all the former Soviet 
republics, but none more than 
Georgia, whose war-torn eco- 
nomy is in chaos. 

Rather than accept either old 
roubles or Georgia's own poorly- 
printed currency, stores and 
businesses throughout the coun- 
try have simply closed their 
doors. 

The Georgian government, 
headed by former Soviet foreign 
minister Eduard Shevardnadze, 
has been forced to declare that as 
of Monday, only its own currency 
.will be valid. 

; But Georgia's currency is a 
'cheaply printed coupon originally 
intended to supplement the rou- 
ble not replaoe it. The value of 
■the coupons has fallen 85 per cent 
.in the past four months — and 
most Georgians avoid them if 
they can. 

“Things are so messed up that 
nobody will sell anything at the 
moment, because they don’t trust 
the money they get in return," 
grumbled Laii Bablidze, a Tbilisi 
housewife. 


Georgia has been torn by three 
civil wars since independence two 
years ago. The first ousted Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia from the pres- 
idency. The second pitted Geor- 
gians against the Ossetian ethnic 
minority. 

The third, and bloodiest, is in 
the separatist province of Abkha- 
zia. At least 2,000 people have 
been killed since Abkhazia de- 
clared independence last year and 
Mr. Shevardnadze sent in troops. 

Traditionally, .Georgia was one 
of the richest Soviet republics, its 
southern climate produced 
bountiful harvests and its 
businessmen were sharp specula- 
tors. 

But the cost of war has severely 
strained Mr. Shevardnadze's gov- 
ernment. Fuel is in such short 
supply that many factories have 
closed. 

Russia's central bank sowed 
panic by announcing July 24 that 
billions of pre-1993 roubles notes 
were no longer legal tender. The 
bank said its goal was to fight 
inflation and halt the flow of old 
roubles into Russia from the rest 
of the former Soviet Union. 


Russia’s declaration stuck the 
other 14 former Soviet republics 
with billions of roubles whose 
value was suddenly in doubt. 
Hardest hit were the half-dozen 
nations, including Georgia, which 
were still in the process of intro- 
ducing their own currencies. 

Strapped for cash to pay sol- 
diers and 1 other government' 
workers, Georgia's National 
Bank introduced its coupons in 
April. But the tiny notes, which 
originally were equal to the rou- 
ble, quickly plummeted in value. 
Hie current exchange rate is 
seven coupons to the rouble. 

Few of Russia's 1993 roubles 
have filtered south to Georgia. 
The vast bulk of bills in circula- 
tion here are old. 

In Georgia, the majority of 
shops have remained shut for the 
past week. 

Georgia's government has de- 
clared that as of Aug. 2 it would 
stop accepting any roubles — new 
or old — and would withdraw 
from the “rouble zone” of na- 
tions that still use the former 
Soviet currency. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Shor- 
tages and high prices began to 
bite in parts of India as cargo 
haulers took a highway strike into 
the second day Monday, with no 
solution in sight over their de- 
mands for an end to inter-state 
levies. 

Essential commodities such as 
groceries and vegetables were 
already running short in Bombay, 
the country’s commercial capital, 
as up to 1.8 million trucks stayed 
off the roads, crippling the move- 
ment of cargo. 

No trucks were coining into the 
city of 12 million people and now 
going out, affecting supplies, resi- 
dents said. 

The Press Trust of India 
blamed the Bombay shortages on 
panic- buying by citizens. A run 
on markets and shops hit several 
other towns and cities ahead of 
the strike’s start Sunday. 

In New Delhi, whose borders 
with neighbouring states were 
jammed by idle trucks, the prices 
of the last supplies of onions, 
potatoes, tomatoes and beans at 
vegetable markets were marked 
up 3030 per cent. 

There was no panic however 


over the availability of petrol and 
cooking fuel after state-owned oil 
companies reinforced stocks. 

Pnces in the edible oils market 
rose sharply. The Indian Phar- 
maceutical Congress said the 
supply of essential drugs and vita- 
mins, already hit by floods that 
damaged railways in parts of In- 
dia, would be affected. 

After the breakdown of over- 
night talks with the government, 
the powerful All India Motor 
Transport Congress (AJMTCV 
said the strike would continue 
until the government conceded. 

Union spokesman S.P. Singh 
said nothing short of a notifica- 
tion ending the levies on trans- 
porters, which add about 21.8 
billion rupees ($726 million) to 
state coffers every year, would 
satisfy the union. 

“It is a case of being twice 
bitten,’ Mr. Singh said,, referring 
to two previous strikes that were 
called off after the government 
promised to consider their de- 
mands sympathetically. 

Talks with the government 
broke down because the union 
suspected it did not have the 
political mil to accept the de- 


Foreign investment in China soars in first half of *93 


PEKING (AFP) - Approved 
foreign investment in China hit 
$58.78 billion in the first half of 
1993, up 300 per cent on the same 
period last year. 

Ministry of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation (MOF- 
TEC)’ spokesman Miao Fuchun 
said 43,632 foreign funded pro- 
jects had been approved and 
$9,396 billion of overseas invest- 
ment had been utilised in the first 
six months of the year. 

The figures were up 234.3 per 
cent and 179.8 per cent respec- 
tively over the same period last 
year. 

. “The big influx of foreign in- 
vestment indicates that China, 
which enjoys political and social 


stability and dynamic economic 
development, remains ideal for 
foreign investors," Mr. Miao said. 

China has been at pains to* 
reassure foreign investors their 
legitimate interests will be pro- 
tected in the ongoing campaign to 
cool the overheated economy and 
that the rectification measures 
will not bring growth to a stand- 
still as in 1988. 

The main sources of invest- 
ment were Canada, Germany, 
Britain, the United States, 
Korea, Japan, Italy, France, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, he said, 
noting in particular that funds 
from Canada' and Germany had 
jumped 12.5 and 5.2 times re- 
spectively. 


The majority of new projects 
were concentrated in China's 
coastal provinces and were main- 
ly in the industrial sector, particu- 
larly electronic and telecom- 
munications equipment, machin- 
ery, chemicals, electrical ap- 
pliances and supplies, Xinhua 
quoted Mr. Miao as telling a 
press conference. 

He said other sectors like real 
estate, public utilities, servies, 
commerce, catering, marketing, 
animal husbandry, agriculture 
and fisheries had also made signi- 
ficant gains. 

Technology trade also in- 
creased, Mr. Miao said. Some 
185 technology import contracts 
worth $3,289 billion and 35 ex- 


port contracts worth $1-339 bil- 
lion were approved in the period, 
he said. 

Mr Miao also said import and 
exp volume in the first half of 
the . ear amounted to $77.84 bil- 
lion, up 13.4 per cent over the 
same period in 1992, Xinhua re- 
ported in a separate dispatch. 

Exports were up 4.4 per cent to 
$37.15 billion while imports 
soared 23.2 per cent to $40.69 
billion compared with the Janu- 
ary to June period last year, for a 
deficit of $3.54 billion. * 

Manufactured goods accounted 
for 80.4 per cent of total exports 
at $29.89 billion, up 6.8 per cent 
over the period lak year. 


Imports from Japan accounted 
for the majority of China’s trade 
deficit. 

The volume of trade with 
Japan jumped ' 42.5 per cent to 
$14.55 billion, with China’s ex- 
ports coming to $5.91 billion and 
imports totalling $8.64 billion, j 
respective increases of 22 percent j 
and 60.9 per cent 

Total volume of trade with the 
United States amonnted to 
$10.77 billion, a 51.2 per cent 
increase. 

China's exports to the United 
States totalled $6.62 billion and 
imports $4.14 billion respectively 
up 102.9 per cent and 7.4 per 
cent. 


Brussels meeting on keeping an 
outline of an ERM grid to avoid a 
1930s-style round of competitive 
devaluations in Europe. 

Most of the strains within the 
ERM were caused by German 
interest rates which have been 
kept relatively high to hold a lid 
on domestic inflation and money 
supply following German unifica- 
tion three years ago. Other EC 
countries, faced with various 
stages of recession, have had to 
track German rates in order to 
maintain their currencies' ERM 
parities. 

Immense speculative pressure 
was unleashed on markets after 
the German Bundesbank decided 
last Thursday to leave jts market- 
sensitive discount rate unchanged 
at 6.75 per cent. 

emerge 

bites 

mends, strongly opposed by 
states which stand to lose pre- 
cious revenue. 

The AIMTC said the strike is 
“100 per cent successful and 
inter-state and intra-state move- 
ment of goods continues to be 
crippled , rejecting official 

claims that it evoked only a par- 
tial response. 

Hundreds of trucks, some 
loa> ed with tea, cotton and msec- 
tick, e, were parked on the capit- 
al's border with Uttar Pradesh 
state. Scores of transport com- 
pany offices were shuttered. 

Truckers napped or played 
card games and the border check- 
post, which handles about 400 i 
trucks a day, was deserted. 

“We have sent many of our 
employees home for a holiday 
until the strike ends,” said Manu 
Ram of New Delhi Goods Car- 
rier. 

“We can’t give up the strike- 
though it means we lose 2,000 
rupees (less than $70) a day on 
each of our 12 stirucks,” he said. 
“What we want is a permanent 
solution to the menace of levies, 
broder holdups and corruption.” 
Trackers say it is routine for 
tax-collection officials to bold up' 
their vehicles for hours, some- 
times days, on flimsy excuses , 
until they are paid offTV 
Trucks carry 14.4^miIiK>B-foS 
nes of freight daily — almost half 
the cargo moved across India. 

Industrial production could be 
hit as the supply of raw materials 
to factories is disrutped and 
goods pile up at railway yards and 
docks. The transport ' industry 
stands to lose $30 million a day in 
the strike. 

Union spokesman Singh said 
the inter-state taxes go against 
the “free flow of traffic" and the 
spirit of the government’s pro- 
market reforms. 

“A truck that makes three trips 
a month from New Delhi to 
Bombay could make five in the 
checkposts are done, away with. 
Just imagine the resulting in- 
crease in transport efficiently and 
the benefit to trade and indus- 
try,” he said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


YOU KNOW HOW EVERYONE 
LIKES TO SEE GEESE 
FLYING ACR05S THE FACE 
OF A FULL MOON 7 . 




IF P0G5 COULP FLY, 
WOULDN'T IT BE NEAT TO LOOK 
UP AND SEE A 5AINT BERN ARP 
FLYING ACROSSTHE 
FACE OF THE MOON? 


WELL, MAYBE NOT.. 




wm 




Andy Capp 




IMETIZLSIE 1 
CVJTWEW**' 
l HOV1E--VOU, 
y RSALCV 
, UPSET net/ ] 


WHEN SHE GAM E 
VT© THE DOOR < 
f THIS MORNING I 

I ANt>N©U«avEj 

V HER iA < 
( MOUTHFUL .M 


“For powerful, manly kisses do 
50 lip-ups every day.” 


[ OH-WELL-THAriS’ 
.AU- BUSH'S THEN . 


MEPv-meu? 


TCH'UVISORRvA 
PET/XTHOUGHT ) 

j* rrw«G -< 
YOUR MOTHER ) 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
8 by Henri Arnold 


Mutt'ii’ Jeff 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one letter to each square, to form I 
tour ordinary words. 

I THYIC I I 


FOTOA 


0* - $ 


i TO 


SO NOW WE 
CAN’T GO* 46 
BECAUSE VfcJD 
• SAID “TOO 

a much/ JA 


(ALL I SAID TO MV'WIFE 
} WAS "SUS LIES IP HIS 
'WIFE AND SHE BEUEVSS 
HIM SO WHY DON'T VtoU 
BELIEVE ME?> W -r* 


Mure DO MO LI 

KNOW WHY I 

caught all 
these pish? 


WHY? i 


[BECAUSE THEy 
DIDN'T HAVE 
ENOUGH SENSE 
TO KEEP 
THEIR BIG 
. MOUTHS. , 
\ SHUT/ 


TOYBAN 


MOFTEN 


WHAT the fourth 
OFFENPEfZ PRUWK 
HAP TO BE WART OF. 

V , 

Now arrange the circled [alters to 
form Ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 












•/vt •• Tl IT *•** ■ , W Tjuii 

e 1 9M KMC S. OE BCMMWT PjJST: 
DKT EDITORS W2S SERVICE. MC e’&iVjg 


Print answer here: LJ LXTTT1 

(Answers tomorrow] 

Yesterday's. | Jumb,as: RANCH DUCAT VOYAGE STIGMA 

[ Answer. The wnd of time she had shopping for a 
dress— “TRYING" ^ 


Japan firms eye 
investment abroad 
on yen’s rise 


TOKYO (R) — The yen s con- 
tinued strength is promoting 
many Japanese companies to con- 
rider moving production centres 
to more cost-efficient countries, 
industry sources said Monday. 

The yen has risen more than 16 
per cent since the beginning of 
February when «t was valued 
around 125 to the dollar. 

“With the yen above 110 (to 
the dollar) it will be very difficult 
for Japanese firms, especially 
manufacturing industry, to stay 

internationally competitive, said 
Yoshihiro Furukane, senior eco- 
nomist at the Yamaicbi Research. 
Institute. 

“Given the yen’s appreciation 
and the sluggish domestic eco- 
nomy, firms should be consider- 
ing increasing overseas invest- 
ment and cutting domestic costs,” 
Mr. Furukane added. 

Some firms have already 
shifted production abroad, and 
others may follow, suit later this 
year if the yen stays strong and 
the economy continues to be 
lacklustre, economists said. 

“The yen has been appreciat- 
ing for a long time but its most 
recent gains have made Japanese 
tii ink more seriously about in- 
creasing investment abroad.’’ an 
international treasury division 
manager at a major electronics 
company said. 

The yen hit a new dosing high 
of 104.61 to the dollar in Tokyo 
Monday, trading over 15 per cent 
higher than its average rate in 
Tokyo during 1992. 

Firm labour costs and sluggish 
sales at home, are also encourag- 
ing many corporations to think 
« about moving production units to 


cheaper centres, outside Japan 
rathera than boost domestic ink 
vestment, economists said.. ■#? 

According to an annual survey 
by the Japan External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO), more ■ 
than 95 per cent of the firms 
polled said they are unable to 
cope with the dollar under 110 
yen. I 

JETRO issues the survey every 
year but this year, for the first 
time in several years, decided td 
indude questions on the high 
yen’s effect on prod nation. , 

JETRO’s survey indicated tha{ 
among 768 firms 257 were con; 
ridering increasing overseas pro: ■ 
duction or shifting domestic pro: 
duction to foreign countries. ] 

The survey also showed that 
396 out of 734 companies were 
considering boosting overseas in; 
vestment to increase capacity at ^ 
existing production plans abroad ^ 
“Although there are no com; 
parisons to the figures, a move 
towards emphasising overseas m-r 
vestment is gathering mome ntum 
among Japanese firms,” a JET; 

RO official said. 

“Firms that don’t have the 
muscle to bmld new plans or 
facilities can still raise production 
at tbeir existing plants overseas,'*, 
said Hiroaki Hashignchi, eco- 
nomist at Tokai Bank. * 

Many Japanese car and electn >7 
nics companies increased foreign 
investment in production units nr 
the mid and late 1980s when the. 
yen appredated sharply. 

■ “Many firms will be eyeing 
investments, espedally in Asia,”;|j£ $ 
the electronics firm manager said:. * 
Official statistics do not yet 
show signs of increased overseas; 
investment. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY AUGUST 3, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer,- Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: f T onl t ““ ieT s 00 * limiting coridi- 

Since finances are of prime import- t jp n that has served its purpose 

ance right now, be sure you get rid ^he* 1 y°^ can consider ways to 

of obligations, make collections advance in the future, 
and make certain that you are not LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
being over-charged for any regular 22) You have all sorts of goals that 
expense.. .. •***«* nwJWyheWr^ touches 

ARHK.'(MirtKTM *£x?rH 

YOu-have been operating on some" -“25 and.des.res occur which 
interesting aptitude that brings you j“S , go°d for you. 
some acclaim and now is the tune SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
to change over to a new facet or ber 21) Make sure you do wfaat- 
metbod. ever vocational activities von have 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
Whatever you have in mind where 
you home or family are concerned 
can be made to work during the 
daytime so tonight you can have 
guests at your residence. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Communications, correspondence 
and any sort of transportation in- 
terests can be well solved during 
the daytime so tonight you can visit 
dose companion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A financial matter that has 
been left resolved can be finally 
settled today and then you can 
look into more current money mat- 
ters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Think 
about how you can get rid of a 
condition you have enjoyed but 
that has served its purpose and 
tonight you can find new avenues 
expression. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the day to work out 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make sure you do what- 
ever vocational activities you have 
in the outside wo ld are done with 
more than usual efficiency and 
tonight new prestige will be yours. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider well how 
you can get more information ab- 
out an advanced project but in the 
evening start afresh to deride fu- 
ture ways to get ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take some time out to 
handle those business interests 
awaiting your personal focus and 
then see your way dear for some 
improved outlets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have an association or 
company matter to be carefully 
handled, then you will be able to 
find new sources by which to ex- 
press your talents. 

WSOS: (February 20 to March 
2 U) Your surroundings need to be 
so that charm and 
are heightened then 
tonight you can enjoy them in 
comfort and serenity. 


THE Daily Crossword » 


Roger Cobum 


ACROSS 
1 Tyler follower 
5 Hair style 
9 Huntley or 
Atkins 

13 Friend: Fr.‘ 

14 Old hag 
18 — avts 

17 Grant 

18 Where to hear 
baas or coos 

19 Omnlum- 
gatherum 

20 Soprano 

22 Fbotbrldgas 
24 Sorry! 

26 Drip 

27 Branch of a 
. society 

30 Store fodder 

34 Talia ol films 

35 The Velvet 
Fog- 

37 Nothing 

38 NoWeman 

39 Heaps 

40 Armored vehicle 

41 Metal-bearing 
rocks 

42 Krupaand 
Hackman 

43 Excavations 

44 Canopy 
48 Clam 

48 Kfller whale 

50 Roy Rogers, for 
real 

51 Distinguishing 
feature 

55 Uses a dfvinmg 
rod 

59 Chopped 

60 Furlough 

62 — pounds 

63 Enthusiasm 

64 Dinner guest 

65 Move on wheels 

66 French 

magazine 

67 Understands 

68 Unmlxed 

DOWN 

1 Treaty - 

2 Sharif of films 

3 Milan me -■? 

4 Piano feature 



if 'I 


Ci9 93Tna qe M«*e Services, me. 

AN fUgnts Reserved 


5 Approve 

6 To’s partner 

7 Mil. letters 

8 Ryan or Tatum 

9 Frog sounds 

10 Foyer 

11 Estrada ol TV 

12 New Mexico 
resort 

15 Honors 
21 Easy stride - 
23 Opposite Of wax 
25 Type of sleeve 

27 Odd Job 

28 Takes on 

29 Parts 

31 Nonsensical 

32 Cosmetic pencil 

33 6POE word 

34 Position 
36 Reposes 

39 Sheer ieui>c 

40 Trite 

42 Microbe 

43 Dressing, for 
'hart 

45 Baby walk 


Puzzle Solved: 


nnnao Si S 

nnananr:! 
nnn nLj gnnnn non 

IjIIjM nrijiT] nrimr" 

RrlrirlS nnnoB 

linnnn nnn Srancnri 

° nnnn I, HBr, nmnaR 

_unua onn rjfin 

nip nrinQQnn 

nni nnnnrrr 

— DH Pinnnn / a nan 


51 Do rothlng 3 ^ 

53 Patrlcteo? ium P 58Sea»SSg 
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rmAHCZAt. KMUtCT 
UOBSIIIG MJfK om MM, . a...... 

OBCIUUWB 


oowwa mu: 


uu am 

JWUJM M7IOHU. BMK 

niRO WOfMI BUB 
RjUfV OF JQRQU 

H1HHX BUT HWWHfirt Ml, 

UDUSTUAL UVZUVMBfT IMI 

tub waaiuo un 

www nwftrr hauk 

ARAB JOaOJUl UWZnmHT MKX 

jawM xslakic mux 

ualofl BMX FOB avuc £ uniBSTMBr 

KBiBB] BMQC 

jordajj ihvesthwt c ri mux 
JUflUU MXH FOB lUVEBTHEBT 
MAI BAIXZIW COKPOUTXOa/JOWU 
rauABrumu a nmim ; bum. 
wbow nnnuurcB 
jSBtSAUn uaiauuKZ 
JuMhim Frauen nsuuwx 
BanvsHsu. umua 
xMMcnnc nrsniABCK a hkihmbmce 

MAB Ure A ACCIDENT IU£UtA*£E 
jaroM COLT iHStnuum 
WBMJILMI EUTIBJC RMOI 
m:D 9UTUC7 ELECTRICITY 
ABU IrRXBItATZCMAI. wnu 
■ KWP A ir xaaajsK t spa ookpub 
BATTOW tL PORTFOLIO SSCmiTTES 
BEAL ESTATE ZHVESTHEMT 
MBBAK CULT BUiL ESTATE UNEeMEK? 

J0H3AD ZnmnTIONAL TRAD ICC pii ii *p» 
wnU MW COO IF. «nrriEc , UIBRaiia 
WBHlB PRESS rosKOATIOB / AULA ' ; 
wnt» MID P L B B AST L COtMOOORB M g ! B 1 « 
ARU XBTBR. FOR XHVBSTKBTTT A BOOCATICS 
Arfauroetp cobst. katebxal NJurorseruaixc 
TUB JOBBER CMn FACTORIES 
JOftOAU PHOSPHATE Mints 
JOUli m PETBO LgUH REFISART 

££ iSgy j”: ”? Meai ' * abiucolttmal 

TUB JCROAJI UORSTED HILLS 
ABM FMAiwAceimcAL HAMoracruxiBc 
JOWA B CERAIUC XBBU3TBXU 
JOBDAR DAXXUT ■ 

W JOBDAB FIFES HMUFACTOTIBC 

JOBDA* FAPra A CAWOARD FACTORIES 

SPIHHIK S WEAVIIU 

RAFIS ZBOUSniBS 

JOflSAR CUSS IBDDSTR2U 

OAR AL DAUA Dlra ownr E IHVM attH T 

ARAB SMVESTHBFT E IRXMCTOSAL TRADE 

ARM AUBoaitm UDosnur 

ARAB PAPER COMVUITIHC c TRA3IM 

JORDAR MEDICAL CORFORATIOH 

RAXIOBAL STEEL IKDOSTW 

MATIORAL IROOCTRtEO 

XHi rB HE DT A T B PCTRO-CRBUCAL ISUATRIZS 
JOWAR WCRMOOL UOtUT&IES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL WDUTTPIES 
JOROAR ZKDOSIRIXS t HATCU/JIHCO 
JORBAR PRECAST COBCBETE IRtWSTIU 
MTIOHAL CABLE t WIRE MUIUFACTURIKC 
JOBOA5 SOLPHO-CUMieAU 
arm ana fob pharh. e ckemicals 

AC * J - * **» ««■ 

FAVTMtS CTVE3THEST 
OHZVBJUAL KODH ZHDOSTRIES 
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TRADED VOLUME IM THE PARALLEL MARKET 
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t.*ts 

4.633 



SB. COS 




4.9X0 




2.1=3 




4.500 

4.5C3 

4.403 


3.38= 

i. sac 



3. \1L 

4.173 



4.220 




4. sac 




■4 7M) 

4.753 

4.753 


4.0JS 

' 4.BE0 

4.933 

*. “53 

6.510 
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«. SlrO 




2.970 




4.210 




4.303 

4.253 



5.520 




1.700 


X 650 


2-329 




J.Oos 




3.600 

3.550 

7.550 


2.450 


2.440 


:.«!» 




5.400 

1.260 

5.233 


0.S4D 



1J.1U 

4.403 


4. JB= 


x.sas 

1.670 

X .950 


C- 770 

0.7-0 

0,770 


2.053 

3.C20 

7.000 


S. 160 



IS. 78fl 

■7.703 



J*.765 

2.3X3 



si 

2-730 



13.238 

2.333 


2.460 

it. n: 

2.9X0 


3.876 


4.XSO 



s.taa 

XO . 363 



54, ■’to 

8.250 

8-20= 

8. 200 

SO. us 

IS. !U 


12.703 

178.180 

9.103 

9.650 

9.610 


11.053 




2.1 BO 
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4.X7C 



14.836 

4. TOC 




3.970 
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20.553 


: s.3 79 

J.3CO 

3. COO 


&6.S3S 

ss.xeo 
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J.itS 


2.980 

2.550 


0.423 

0.4X0 


4,313 

5.7CS 

5.623 



0.S6Q 

C.S43 

0.820 

28.310 

4.310 

4.200 


30.12S 

2.933 



8.70C 

B.fiOO 

0.300 

9.300 

3.470 

I. 24C 



27.041 

0.500 

C. 500 



9.90C 



84,247 

4.350 

4.200 


40.124 

4.060 

4.342 


13.189 

2.800 

3.800 
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Jordan Times 

in co-operation wMt 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U5. Dollar In InunuOonal Marhat* 


Financial 

Markets 


Corrcno 


TOKYO 

CLOSE 

ttM,r 2.8.93 

Sterling Pound 

o* 

CD 

<t 

1.4812 

Deutsche Mark 

1 . 7*20 

1.7315 

S«iss Franc 

1.SZ3S 

1.5210** 

French Franc 

5.9740 

6.0715** 

Japanese Yen 

104.75 

104.61 

European L'urrcny Unit 

1.0890 

1.0805** 


iJlfl Prr DTI. 

' barafoo (Ipniit in Ml ul t!MT 

Eurocurrency lat inu t fata* 


Om: 


2.8.93 


Currrtirj 

■ TilTl 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

3.06 

3. IB 

3.43 

3.68 

Sterling Pound 

5.87 

5.81 

5.56 

5.43 

Deutsche Mark 

6.81 

6.68 

6.65 

6.12 

Swiss Franc 

4.75 

4.56 

4.31 

4.31 

French Franc 

13.25 

7.25 


mm 

Japanese Yen 

3,12 

3.12 

3.00 

3.00 

European Currency Unit 

8. 85 

7.75 - 

E E 

6.50 


lalnlup! AM nh* for mipm i h ** cuwllai l J*. Wbn l JMWJRWor cqunleM. 


Central Bank of Jordan CxduogB San luihda 


■ 2.8.93 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

9.696 

0.69B 

Sterling Pound 

1 .0294 

1 .0345 

Deutsche Mark 

- g 

0.4037 

Swiss Fruit 

0.4564 

0.4587 

French Franc 


ism mi 

Japanese Yen ' 

0.6650 

0.6683 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3564 

0.3582 

Swedish Krona 

0.0849 

0.0853 

Italian Lira' 

0.0431 

0.0433 

Belgian Franc 

0.01902 

0.01912 

• Pet no 



Other Currencies 

Due 2.8.95 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.8300 

1.8490 

Lebanese Lira 

0.039215 

0.041050 

Saudi K)al 

0.1 B50 

0.1875 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 

2.3100 

Qatari Riyai 

0.1885 

0.1920 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2300 

Omani Riyai 

1.7780 

1.8150 

UAE Dirham 

0.1805 

0.1920 

Greek Drachma" 

0.2775 

0.3275 

Cypriot Pound 

1 . 2870 

? . 3450 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

U.S. $ 1.00 costs 


1.2838/48 

1.7330/40 

1.9485/95 

1.5163/73 

37.10/25 

6.1000/00 

1622.0/3.0 

104.70/80 

8.1950/35 

7.4800/20 

7.0800/20 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschcmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French' francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


I One sterling $1.4800/10 

| One ounce irf gold $405-85/40635 


Algeria seeks plan to avert social explosion 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
government, struggling to right a 
crumbling economy and avert a 
social explosion, has called a 
national brainstorming session 
for next month to chart the fu- 
.ture. 

Frankly admitting the extent of 
the crisis, the government has 
laid out a series of ideas for public 
debate and invited experts, man- 
agers, economists and trade un- 
ions to contribure. 

Behind the call lies the debt- 
battered economy, growing un- 
employment, killings and vio- 
lence blamed on Muslim fun- 
damentalists. and fear of a social 
explosion. 

“The country is going through 
a critical phase on the social and 
political planes. Certain choices 
can lead to a blaze-up,” the prime 
minister's office said in a state- 
ment carried by the government 


newspaper El Moudjahid Mon- 
day. 

Algeria's search for a future 
political shape has added to un- 
certainty among its 26 million 
people. The collective presidency 
is due to step down this year and 
in a draft proposal for a '‘transi- 
tion period" before multiparty 
elections are held it said an in- 
terim government would manage 
the country. 

The government statement de- 
manded: “Must we wait until the 
flames have taken hold and 
accept our fate? Or must we take 
the choices to prevent the fire 
catching?” 

Diplomats said the "fire!’ was a 
clear allusion to Muslim fun- 
damentalism, which officials be- 
lieve is fed by poverty, loss of 
hope and unemployment. 

The government has intro- 


duced welfare payments and 
announced special job-creation 
schemes, particularly for young 
people who comprise some 14 
million of the population. 

Bat more than 20 per cent of 
the workforce is unemployed and 
diplomats see this inevitably 
swelling if Algeria is to achieve its 
aim of a free market, competitive 
economy. 

In the past month, official fi- 
gures and comments on the eco- 
nomy have underscored the prob- 
lems faced by the government. 

Industrial production shrank 
by 7.5 per cent in tbe first quarter 
of 1993 compared with the same 
period last year when factories 
were only working at 53.8 per 
cent of capacity. 

Shrinking oil revenues — aver- 
aging $19 a barrel in the first half 
of the year, against a $21 forecast 


on which Algeria based its econo- 
mic strategy for 1993 — have 
already purred the modest 2.1 
per cent growth target off course. 

Algeria cams $11 to $12 billion 
a year, more than 90 per cent of 
foreign income, from oil and gas, 
but uses up some 70 per cent of 
this in payments on an estimated 
S26 billion debt. 

It has fiercely resisted resche- 
duling, arguing it has always paid 
its debts and seeking understand- 
ing abroad for individual exten- 
sions of loans in what it termed 
“reprofiling.” 

Drought has hit agriculture and 
Sunday the authorities 
announced they would import 
potatoes to stabilise the market. 

Outlining a broad framework 
for the session, the government 
said it should produce a common 
reflection on possible economic 
policies, their advantages and so- 


da! costs, to achieve a healthy 
market economy. 

It should examine constraints 
on the economy and possible new 
financial resources. Among 
these, the government throws 
open for debate: 

— Loans on financial markets 
capital from investors to help 
modernise and develop produc- 
tion and services agreements with 
the International Monetary Fund 
rescheduling or multilateral re- 
profiling of Algeria's external 
debt. 

The government last June put 
forward similar suggestions. It 
said rescheduling could over 
some problems but would cut 
Algeria off from commercial and 
financial credits and make it sub- 
ject to political conditions. “This 
(financial) field has at all times 
been rejected by Algeria." it 
added. 


Brazil changes currency 
to real cruzeiro 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Bank computer programmers 
worked extra shifts Sunday as the 
country's inflation-whipped cur- 
rency lost three zeros as Brazil 
introduced the "real cruzeiro” to 
replace the cruzeiro. 

Businessmen's biggest fears 
disa, reared Saturday when Fi- 
nance. Minister Fernando Henri- 
que C* doso overruled a central 
bank order not to accept pre- 
dated checks in the old currency. 

Merchants associations in Bra- 
zil’s financial centre Sao Paulo 
estimated that up to $500 million 
in pre-dated checks were in the 
hands of businesses using this 
mode of payment as financing to 
spur slumping sales. 


Banks Friday were invaded by 
mile-long (1.5 kilometre-long) 
lines of store-owners worried that 
all predated checks would lose 
validity on Sunday, Aug. 1. 

Mr. Cardoso intervened Satur- 
day by ordering banks to honour 
the predated checks for another 
four months. 

The introduction of the real 
cruzeiro, decreed by President 
Itamar Franco Wednesday, did 
not represent any devaluation of 
the currency. The move simpli- 
fied daily transactions made diffi- 
cult because the bloated cruzeiro 
had so many zeros. 

Inflation is currently running at 
32 per cent a month, and 1,565 
per cent in the last 12 months. 


Murdoch-owned daily The Times 
slashes price to beat recession 


LONDON (AFP) — The Times 
newspaper owned by Rupert 
Murdoch's News International 
Monday slashed its cover price by 
a third for certain readers to 
counter falling sales blamed on 
the recession. 

The Times is the first so-called 
quality newspaper to decide to 
lower its prices, albeit for a trial 
period. 

"The recession has made many 
readers more cost-conscious and 
there is evidence that some regu- 
lar readers may be economising 
by buying The Times less regular- 
ly," Peter Stothard the daily’s 
editor said. 

The daily, which sells 365.000 


copies nationwide, reduced prices 
from Monday but only for read- 
ers in Kent, southeast Britain. 

They will benefit from a 15 
pence (23 cent) price cut in week- 
days, paying 30 pence instead of 
45 pence, but will pay 35 pence 
for Saturday's edition. 

He hopes the experiment will 
encourage Tenders to buy the 
newspaper every day. 

Three weeks ago The Sun — a 
Murdoch-owned "tabloid daily re- 
nowned for its page three gla- 
mour girls — dropped its price 
from 25 to 20 pence for the 
summer months. Editor Kelvin 
MacKenzie said the recession 
made it difficult for his 3.5 million 


readers to pay 25 pence. 

The Daily Mirror, owned by 
Mirror Group Newspapers and 
The Sun’s main rival, recently 
dropped its priced from 27 to 10 
pence but only for a single day. 

Today Britain's quality news- 
papers sell 240,000 fewer copies a 
day than they did five years ago 
and Mr. Stothard wants to find 
out if there are reasons other than 
the economic recession. 

“We do not know if our news- 
paper or others in our market are 
properly priced or not,” Mr. 
Stothard said, adding that the 
downturn in sales had not eased 
even though the recession in Bri- 
taion was ending. 


Oil price 
fluctuations 
force Oman 
to cut 
spending 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — A sharp 
fluctuation in oil prices this year 
caused by oversupply has forced! 
Oman to cut spending and could 
prompt it to revise its current 
development plan, an Omani 
official said Monday. 

The official confirmed a report 
by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) semi official daily A1 Ittf- 
had that the Omani government 
had asked its ministries to slash 
expenditure for 1994 by at least 
15 per cent. 

“Yes, the government has 
taken some precautionary mea- 
sures," an official from the state- 
run Omani Development Council 
(ODC) told AFP by telephone 
from Muscat. “All ministries 
have been asked to revise their 
budgets because of the present 
turbulence in the oil market, 
which makes it very difficult to 
calculate projected revenues for 1 
both 1993 and 1994.” 

He ruled out resorting to more' 
foreign borrowing to finance de- 
velopment projects in the current 
development plan. He gave no 
figures on Oman's foreign debt 
but an Arab League report has 
put it at S2.5 billion in 1991. 

Oman, which is not an OPEC 
member, produces around 
750,000 barrels per day (b/d) of 
oil. providing it with more than 
80 per cent of its income. Oil 
earnings stood at S3.3 billion in 
1992 and gas at $180 million. 

A large part of the income is 
expected to be channelled into 
multi-billion dollar projects . 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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forwarding, ooon-io 

DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 
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| worldwide Removals | 

Air, Sea and Land 



JORDAN 
MARKET PLACE 



Daily 

BUSINESS LU2VCH 


AbCoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordon Supermarket 
BuRdtng , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfze 30% torpor 

* From enlarge - 
merit 20 x 30 cm 

Shmrisani - Opp. Grindiays 
. Bank. Phone; 604042 
| Swefieh tel: 823891 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE • 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING • JABAL LWE1BDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


T 


4 RENT 6- SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every roonul 
“Satellite T;V. Reception” 


ItAlfOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Hisham International Tours 


“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 

Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
Istanbul $800 H/B & lours 




Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 

Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers! 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 6B9307 


Antalya $ 800 H/B 
Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 
Cyprus $770 B/B 
All in 5 star INTL HTLS 



p£K.INc\ i^ECT/lUR ANT 


AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE | 
CUISINE 
elegant 
colorful aimospf 

moderate prices 


rre 


Shcmi&>nt_icl :h*025U 
l now open daily / 


THE 


f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers - Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


I'hc licit Oriental Toml in Town 


L 


£ h E ^ Jf 

. Ollil 

# tab . 

Authentic 
« Chinese dishes, 
-i' from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Pr e pa red hr «h- 
CUxie dab 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Tike wntj scrrlas 
Jabal A! Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industria l Rd. 

Tol. 683004 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


*?jxix£x$>1 

FmANDARIN RESTAPRANTl 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open l2.Mt-3.Mi A t tl»riv| 

Take away is available 

Wa& Sjqns fioao 
near Pntiaoeipriia Moral / 

jr>L MW22. 

•ucc Tasted Ssfr 

gL Always Lcved 

Ere: 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Teh 638968 



-Ju\ \ RESTAURANT 


- Chinese, Thai, Philiipino, (ndonlsfan, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

- Live Band “6“ nights a week 

- World wide programs VIA satellite 
-Takeaways & delivery Available 


' Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5P M Midnight 



-Ir?. MfT.'JLir* . LOJt _ 


653482 


The Inn Place to he. 



{ftozGha 

V-T Restaurant 

’Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 


Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 




a "homely and intimate” 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 



THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOW OPEN 

1 Valentino I 

"restaub*jit I 


o w o wi imiwn Biouwr 
TEL. 654205 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.659519 659520 



Terrace 

Restaurant 


International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebd Amman - 3rd Circle 
Par Rammtion TaHHfl06Q-l 



Ilf] 

M , 

Rock Cafe 

IWjve Band 

639197 

Couples Only, or 
Groups of Lacfies & Gents 

Open Daily 


Amman 

International Hotel 


J 






s c-¥t> 

Tel 841712 / 841713 
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Bosnian Muslims delay peace 
talks after U.S. strike threat 



GENEVA (R) — Bosnia’s Mus- 
• titn leadersino. dearly buoyed by 
a warning tbe United States might 
launcb attacks on the Serbs, 
r->. . Monday delayed new talks on a 
!: peace agreement with its Serb 

and Croat foes. 

t -I. ■ Internationa] mediator Lord 

• Owen, insisting the week-long 
;• - negotiations had made good 
; progress, left no doubt he felt the 
- unilateral action apparently 
under consideration by Washing- 
;-«■ . ton could damage hopes of an 
v . . early accord. 

. Bosnia’s Muslim President Ali- 
ja I zetbegovic, under evident 
pressure from radical aides, can- 
. celled a meeting with Lord Owen 
and fellow mediator Thorvald 
Stoltenberg set for 11 a.m. (0900 
GMT) and rescheduled it for 5 
:*:■ p.m. (1500 GMT). 

■•■■■ Sources dose to the Bosnian 
presidency ' delegation said the 
v- . aides had argued that Mr. Izctbe- 
■ govic should wait until it became 
- dear from a NATO meeting in 
Brussels during the day whether 
, the U.S. threat might materialise. 
' ' Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
- „ told reporters that if there were 
* an American attack “the talks 
: probably would be nrined and the 
peace conference would be 
~ rained. There would be disaster 
■ ■ , and chaos:., and a long, long 
‘ I war.' 4 

1, Vitaly Churkin, Russia’s spe- 
cial envoy to the talks, said news 
of the American threat ‘’comes at 
. a very bad time for the negotia- 
tions." It had, he told Reuters, 
“already had a very negative 
... effect.” 

“Now some people who were 
sitting around the table seem to 
. be waiting for the strikes to 

Kremlin 
envoys in 
.Caucasus 
following 
assassination 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Two senior 
Russian ministers met leaders 
Monday in the Caucasus republic 
of North Ossetia following the 
assassination of Moscow's top ' 
official supervising efforts to keep 
order in the region, news agen- 
cies said. 

A 25-man team of special in- 
vestigators from the Russian In- 
terior Ministry led by the official 
responsible for combatting orga- 
nised crime also arrived in the 
capital of North Ossetia, Vla- 
■ r - dikavkaz. 

'Z . The arrival of Deputy Prime 
! Minister Sergei Shakhrai and De- 
,*'■ fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
'I- came a day after the killing of 
rZ- VUrtor Polyanichko, the'Moscow- 
Z-\ appointed head of the provisional 
Z-Z state -of -emergency administra- 
tion in the region. 

Mr. Poiyanicfako and General 
. Anatoly Koretski, commander of 
the Vladikavkaz garrison, along 
with several body guards, were 
slain in a hail of bullets after 


unidentified attackers opened fire 
v on the car they were riding in. 

- Russian Television news 


opened hi 
riding in. 


... ; showed footage of the car, tbe 
windows and body perforated by 
bullets, partially upturned and 
.> . lying on a riverbank beside the 
road where the attack occurred. 

•- General Yuri Shatailin, the in- 

terim successor to Mr. Polyanich- 
‘ko, was quoted by ITAR-TASS 
: l News Agency as saying the assas- 
f _ sination had heightened tensions 
- in the region and said troops were 
taking measures to stabilise tbe 
1 situation. 

- More than 10,000 Russian 

troops have been deployed in the 
region since last autumn after an 
; - uprising by ethnic Ingush sparked 
■ the most violent ana potentially 
destabilising conflict within the’ 
borders of the Russian Federa- 
' *ion. 

The Ingush were demanding 
that the area of Prigorodny. once 
Ingush territory but transferred 
.to North Ossetia by Stalin in 
1944, be returned to them. 

Mr. Polyanichko had been due 
Monday to name four settlements 
m the North Ossetia where Ing- 
ush refugees who fled tbe region 
. following last autumn's violence 
• were to be allowed to return, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

Mr. Shakhrai and Mr. Grachev 
held talks with Akhsarbek Gala- 
zov, the chairman of the North 
Ossetian parliament, but there 
was no word on their outcome. 

' Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
, . Chernomyrdin meanwhile held 
talks of his own by telephone with 
Mr. Galazov and the president of 
the neighbouring Republic of 
Ingushetia, Ruslan Aushev, In- , 
terfax said. I 

The two gave opposing ex- 
planations for Sunday's assassina- 
tion, it added. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin also 
chaired a discussion Monday in 
the' cabinet of the situation in the 
region and Interfax said an offi- 
cial statement on the situation 
could be Released later. 


come.” 

Mr. Churkin, a deputy foreign 
minister, said Mr. Izetbegovic 
had clearly come to negotiate a 
peace. “But some people in his 
delegation make no secret of the 
fact that they want to go back to 
the battlefield, and they are pull- 
ing on his coat-tails.” 

Tbe U.S. warning was voiced 
by a spokesman for Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher en 
route from Washington to the 
Middle East where he aims to get 
stalled peace talks moving again. 

The spokesman said tbe U.S. 
was “determined to act” but 
hopes this would be within tbe 
framework of NATO, the West- 
ern defence alliance which is pre- 
paring to provide air cover to 
United Nations protection forces 
on the ground in Bosnia. 

Lord Owen said as he arrived 
at Geneva’s Palais Des Nations 
on the seventh day of negotia- 
tions on a peace accord all U.N. 
members were supposed to act 
within the world body's charter. 

“It would be a very unusual 
situation, I would say a very 
surprising one, if the United 
States were to operate outside the 
chattier on their own, but we will 
see,” the mediator declared. 

He told reporters be hoped 
Mt. I zetbegovic, who Sunday 
warned he might pull out of the 
talks entirely if Serb attau. s near 
Sarajevo in northeast * -tsnia 
were not halted, was not lo. king 
for a pretext to withdraw. 

“I certainly hope the state- 
ments made by the United States 
are not used by him, or the 
fighting,” Lord Owen said. 

The talks have focussed in the 
past few days on a plan, ahead* 


accepted by all three sides, creat- 
ing a “union” of three ethnic 
republics m Bosnia. But there is 
still no accord on a map delineat- 
ing the three entitles. 

Mr. Karadzic told Reuters Tele- 
vision Monday the Serbs, who 
have seized large areas once 
mainly inhabited by Muslims, 
were being “very generous” in 
offering to hand land back. 

His forces now held 72 per cent 
of tbe whole country and before 
the war broke out in April last 
year Serbs had owned 62 per cent 
of the land, he said. “Now we are 
ready to step down to 54 per 
cent,” be declared. 

He said be would have to leave 
the talks if the threat of an 
outside attack materialised, 
although be would leave bis de- 
legation behind. “If there is a 
serious threat, I have to be with 
my people,” tbe Serb chief 
added. 

“But the whole world should 
see that there is absolutely no 
sense in this threat because we 
are continuing to negotiate, we 
are generous towards Muslims, 
and we don't want to take 
Sarajevo.” 

Meanwhile the flash of high 
explosives tit up battlefields over 
Bosnia in night fighting and fresh 
gunners kept up the shelling 
Monday. 

After a warning barrage Sun- 
day put the peace in Croatia “in 
considerable jeopardy,” in the 
words of a senior LJ.N. 
peacekeeper, rebel Serbs made 
good on their threat to destroy 
the Maslenica pontoon bridge. 

The bridge, opened just last 
Thursday to restore Croatia’s 
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Honecker’s condition ‘worsening 1 

BONN (R) — Former East German leader Erich Honecker’s' 
condition is worsening seven months after his trial on manslaugh- 
ter charges was halted because of his terminal liver cancer, his 
lawyer was quoted as saying Monday. Friedrich Wolff told the 
newspaper Mitteldeutscher Express that Honecker was too weak 
to continue writing the memoirs he began after a Berlin court 
released him in January. He has since lived in Chile with his wife. 
The 80-year-old hardline Communist ruled east Germany frqm 
1971 until a peaceful uprising brought down the Berlin Wall m 1 
1989 and paved the way for Germany unification the following 
year. “Honecker is very seriously ill... his voice sounded very 
weak. He himself describes bis condition as very, very weak,” 
added Wolff, who said he spoke to his client by telephone last 
• week. -*J 

8 killed by avalanche on Mont Blanc 

COURMAYEUR, Italy (R) — An avalanche on the Italian side 
of Mont Blanc early Monday killed at least eight climbers on 
Europe's highest mountain. A police spokesman said three of the 
victims were Italian, three German and two French. Tbe Italian 
News Agency (ANSA) reported a further four were believed 
missing after the disaster on the Grandes Jorasses, a section of the 
Mout Blanc massif on the Italian-French border with a peak of 
more than 4,000 metres (13,000 feet). 

Japan, U.S. to counter N. Korean missiles 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan and the United States agreed Monday 
to hold talks in September to look at joint defence measures 
against North Korean • intermediaie->range missiles, capable nof 
hitting a large part of Japan, officials said. Both sides, confirming 
that the Rodong-1 missile with a range of 1.000 kilometres (625 
miles) was a serious threat to the whole of North East Asia, might 
ask nations like South Korea to join the project, they said. Tbe 
agreement was reached at a meeting here between Japanese Vice 
Defence Minister Shigera Hatakeyama and Frank Wisner, U.S. 
undersecretary of defence for policy. It was the first discussion 
between Tokyo and Washington on a joint defence plan to 
counter Pyongyang’s development of the missiles, some of which 
were test-fired in May in the Sea of Japan, off the Noto peninsula 
in western Japan. 

Filipino troops hunt down rebels 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AFP) — Some 2,000 Philippine 
troops were hunting Monday for Muslim guerrillas and fun- 
damentalists after anti - istian bombings left more than 20 
wounded over the weeV ■ . Brigadier General Guillermo Ruiz, 
military commander of P an Island, said his men bad overrun a 

camp held by an estuna. . 400 Muslim gunmen, sending them 
fleeing by land and sea. “There was no direct confrontation,” he 
said in an interview, adding that troops and police, backed by 
helicopter gunships and carrying tight artillery, were pressing on 
with the hunt. But a band was still bolding 14 Christians 
kidnapped in Basilan Saturday, threatening to ltill them if the 
military operations continued. At least 22 people were wounded 
in a wave of bombings in Zamboanga and Basflan’s capital town 
Isabela over the weekend as the gunmen warned the military 
against continuing with its operation. Seven pilgrims were 
wounded when a bomb went off at a Roman Catholic shrine in 
Zamboanga late Sunday. Eleven people haul also been wounded 
in several bombings in Isabela Saturday. 

Political crisis still grips Nigeria 

LAGOS (R) — Political crisis still grips Nigeria despite military 
ruler General Ibrahim Babangida’s announcement of a “consen- - 
sus arrangement” for an interim government to smooth the 
country’s return to democracy. Tbe plan was heavihr criticised by 


supporters of Mosbood Abiola, the man widely believed to have 
won a June 12 presidential election whose results the government 
scrapped. “There is absolutely no need for an interim govern- 
ment,” Mr. Abiola's senior aide Ferai Oredein told Reuters 
Sunday night. “It is part of manoeuvres to stop the country and 
the people from having the government they have elected. “It is 
totally unacceptable to us,” he said. President Babangida told 
leaders of Nigeria’s two political parties Saturday in the capital 
Abuja that an interim government was needed to conclude the 
transition process following the annulment of last month’s 
presidential election. 

Italian lawyer killed in street 

REGGIO CALABRIA, Italy (R) — A lawyer was murdered as 
he walked to work in the Italian city of Reggio Calabria Monday 
by an assassin who shot him in the head half a dozen times, police 
said. Witnesses said Attorney Cesare Pannuti was shot as be 
crossed a street near the city’s main courthouse. The motive for 
the attack was not known. Reggio Calabria, at Italy’s extreme 
southern tip, is a stronghold ofthe ‘Ndrangheta, the Calabrian 
version of the mafia. 


mam coastal highway, was sink- 
ing into the sea Monday after 
Serb rebels in the hills shelled it 
in earnest just before daybreak. 

This was their answer to 
Croatia's refusal to pull troops 
out of the area and hand over to a 
U.N. buffer force of 2,000 men 
separating Croats from Serbs in 
the Krajina enclave. 

So for, there has been no re- 
taliation by Groat forces. 

In Bosnia, artillery, mortars 
and anti-aircraft guns spewed fire 
all night long on tbe northern 
Brcko front, where the Muslim- 
led army is fighting rebel Serbs 
for control of a vital supply corri- 
dor, Sarajevo Radio said. 

Tile fighting continued on into 
the daylight hours, it said. 

Away to the southwest, Mus- 
lim battled Croat forces in the 
area of Goraji Va'-mf, forcing the 
U.N. aid operan *n to suspend 
vital food and fiiel le liveries over 
dangerous mount! □ roads from 
the coast to the ra aged Bosnian 
interior. 

In Sarajevo, the Muslim-led 
government said Serb forces bad 
launched a major offensive Sun- 
day to capture strategic Mount 
Bjelasnica, a goal that would 
tighten their stranglehold on the 
surrounded capital, now in its 
16th month of siege. 

The government said hillside 
villages were burnt down and 
alleged that Serb forces, violating 
a U.N. no-fly order, used heli- 
copters to attack a television re- 
lay mast on the summit. 

Bosnian Serb army sources said 
they had already taken Bjelasni- 
ca, but U.N. observers could not 
confirm this. 

K. Rouge 
detain 
U.N. troops 
in Thailand 

PHNOM PENH (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations said Monday that 
Cambodian Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas had detained 21 U.N. 
peacekeepers at gunpoint on Thai 
territory and in tbe presence of 
uniformed Thai personnel. 

The head of Thailand’s Nation- 
al Security Council (NSC) flat'y 
denied the U.N. account of tne 
incident Sunday in which the 
peacekeepers were eventually 
freed unharmed. 

“UNTAC (United Nations 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia) officials should have tried to 
verify such charges before mak- 
ing careless statements. It is Thai- 
I land which always suffers from 
them,” NSC chief Obaran Kulla- 
vanich told reporters in Bangkok. 

Tbe U.N. said it was the first 
time peacekeepers had been cap- 
tured by the Khmer Rouge when 
the guerrillas were operating in- 
side Thai territory; 

“They were held by the DK 
(Democratic Kampuchea or 
Khmer Rouge) in Thai territory. 
UNTAC is considering this very 
seriously,” said U.N. spokes- 
woman Susan Manuel. 

Tbe peacekeepers were taken 
prisoner by the guerrillas after 
crossing into Thailand to escape a 
mortar barrage at their border 
checkpoint at CT-I in the far 
north of Cambodia. 
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Street of the “Dolce: 
Vita” becomes . 

pedestrian isle * 


Four workers Sunday evacuate office fhrnlture at tbe Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart- 
ment office In St. Charles, Missouri (AFP photo) 

Neryes frayed, region swamped as 
U.S. rivers reach record highs 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — Is the worst, 
over? After inundating farmland 
and suburban homes and 
businesses, the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers teased the city’s 
residents by reaching record 
highs, then dipping a tantalising 
foot (30 centimetres) or more. 

The taunting frayed nerves in 
Missouri’s largest metropolitan 
area, since experts warned that 
both rivers would rise Monday to 
even higher levels. 

“The mood is like the river," 
said Fire Chief Neil Svetanics. “It 
keeps changing. It goes up and 
down and surges.” 

The waters have lashed St. 
Louis from all sides, overwhelm- 
ing homes and businesses in the 


suburbs, straining a soggy levee 
in the city’s south end and knock- 
ing out the water supply to 
thousands of people just to the 
east in rural .Illinois. — 

Late Sunday, the Mississippi 
even pulled a floating fast-food 
restaurant free from its moorings 
near the gateway arch. The Bur- 
ger King restaurant, closed along 
with other riverfront attractions 
since the flooding began, took a 
helicopter pad and another boat 
with it downriver, then smashed 
into the interstate 55-70 bridge 
and broke up. 

The bridge, the main link be- 
tween Missouri and Illinois, was 
closed temporarily. Tugboats cor- 
raled the boats and tied them off 


Ozawa will not join new Japan cabinet 


TOKYO (AFP) — Ichiro Ozawa, 
a former ruling party powerbro le- 
er and a key figure in a coalition 
due to take power in Japan this 
week, has turned down an offer 
of a cabinet post, coalition leader 
Mbrihiro Hosokawa said 
Monday. 

Mr. Hosokawa, the populist 
head of the year-old Japan New 
Party, also told reporters he 
would tap non-political experts 
and women for some posts in a 
cabinet 

“IT1 have to add as much 
. .colour as possible,” he said of the 
distribution of cabinet posts to be 
shared by seven parties including 
LDP defectOT5, sotiaiists and cen- 
trist forces. 

But he added that “Mr. Ozawa 
has humbly declined” to join the 
cabinet 

Mr. Ozawa, a former Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) secret- 
ary general, is regarded as having 
backroom political clout that 
could make or break the broad- 
based coalition. 

His faction, also led by former 
Finance Minister Tsutomu Hata, 
joined an opposition no-confi- 
dence vote against Prime Minis- 
ter Kiichi Miyazawa last month. 

They subsequently bolted from 
the governing party and formed 
the Shinseito (Renewal Party), 
which won 55 seats in general 
elections two weeks ago. 

Mr. Ozawa is a protege of 
disgraced former LDP vice presi- 
dent and kingmaker Shin Kane- 
maru who is on Dial on charges of 
evading taxes oh huge donations 
be secretly collected from con- 


tractors. 

Some coalition partners bad 
been reluctant to join hands with 
Mr. Ozawa’s group because of bis 
ties to the LDP’s dark past while 
the 50-year-old kept a low profile 
in the shaping of the next govern- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, the scandal-ridden 
LDP, due to lose its 38-year grip 
on power, appointed three new 
party executives after electing 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohet 
Kono as its president last week. 

Mr. Kono picked trade minis- 
ter YosSro Mori as LDP secret- 
ary general and former Construc- 
tion Minister Yoshiald Kibe as 
bead of the Executive^ Council, 
the party’s top decision-making 
body. Former Finance Minister 
It. aiaro HashimoUj becomes the 
head of the Policy Affairs Re- 
search Council. 

Mr. Miyazawa’s outgoing 
cabinet formally decided Monday 
to convene a' special session of 
parliament Thursday to elect a 
new prime minister. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who once 
served as an LDP deputy and a 
provincial governor, has been 
picked as a candidate for tbe 
premiership by the coalition, 
which holds more than 260 par- 
liamentary seats against 223 for 
the LDP. 

“I will demonstrate my lead- 
ership in a strict manner upon my 
election to the ..chief executive 
post,” said 55-year-old Hosoka- 
wa, who is the grandson of a 
pre- World War 11^ premier and is 
descended from a tine of feudal 


samurai lords. 

Mr. Hata is widely expected to 
become deputy prime minister 
and finance minister in the new 
cabinet, which is also rumoured 
to include AkioMorita, chairman 
of the electronics giant Sony 
Coro., as foreign minis ter or 
traae minister. 

The Social Democratic Party, 
meanwhile, is fating difficulties 
naming a speaker ofthe House of 
Representatives. The Socialist 
Party has been entrusted with the 
post as the main party within the. 
«&titibn with 70 -seats. 

Former Socialist Party chair- 
woman Takako Dai, the only 
woman ever to head a major 
political party in Japan, has been 
resisting a request to become tbe 
first female lower bouse speaker. 

“There are many members 
within the party who are my 
seniors,” Mis. Doi was quoted as 
saying by Soda! Democrat Chair- 
man Sadao Yam ah ana. Mrs. Doi 
had led resistance to joining the 
coalition by left-wingers within 
the Socialist camp. 

Meanwhile, the leader of an 
industrial group proposed that 
Japan's four major economic 
organisations previously strong 
supporters of tbe LDP, should 
form a new body to funnel dona- 
tions to different parties. 

“We cannot think at all about 
giving donations only to the LDP 
which w ill become an opposition 
party, said Takeshi Nagano, 
president of the FederatiorT of 
Employers Associations (Nik- 
keiren). ' 


Russian Guards thwart 4 raids into Taj ikis tan 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian troops opened fire to thwart 
four attempts by Tajik opposition 
fighters to cross the border from 
Afghanistan into Tajikistan at the 
weekend, Interfax News Agency 
said Monday. 

It said Russian border guards 
and regular troops of Russia’s 
201st Motorised Division pre- 
vented four separate attempts to 
breach the border illegally Sun- 
day. There was no mention of any 
casualties. 

A border post came under 
mortar fire from the Afghan side 
of the frontier Saturday but no 
One was hurt, Interfax quoted 
Border Guard officials as saying. 

Russian forces protect Tajikis- 
tan’s side of the border under an 
agreement with the leadership of 
the Central Asian state. 

Tension rose sharply last 
month when 25 Russian Guards 
and 100 Tajik villagers were lol- 
led in a cross-border raid by Tajik 
rebels, who fled into Afghanistan 
in large numbers last year after 
being defeated in a short but 
bloody civil war. 

Russian forces have responded 


positions on the Afghan side of 
the border. 

A top Afghan official angrily 
denounced Monday a demand by 
Russia that civilians and refugees 
from Tajikistan be withdrawn 
from border areas that have come 
udder rocket and artillery fire by 
Russian troops. 

“The Russians have no right to 
tell our jp«>ple where to live,” 
said presidential spokesman 


Abdul" Aziz Morad. 

He added that Tajik refugees 
were welcome in Afghanistan for 
reasons of ethnic and religious 
similiarity and where they settled 
has no business of Russia. 

“We have the right to settle the 
Tajiks where we please. Russia 
-has no right to try to impose on 
us where we shelter them,” Mr. 
Morad said. 

Radio Kabul reported three 
Afghans killed and 10 wounded 
in Takhar province Sunday after- 
noon in a Russian rocket and 
artillery attack, even though a 
high-ranking delegation from 
Moscow promised here Saturday 
that the shelling would end. 

“We condemn this violation 
against our innocent people. Rus- 
sia must bear full responsibility 
for these attacks,” Mr. Morad 
said. 

He said the contradiction be- 
tween statements from Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin's special 
envoy Yevgeny Primakov, who 
promised an end to border viola- 
tions, and a warning from the 
Russian Defence Ministry that 
people should withdraw from tbe 
border area were because “there 
exist different factions in Russia’s 
government — and there is no 
coordination between them.” 

Reports from Moscow indicate 
Russia has stationed more than 
22,000 troops in Tajikistan under 
a security agreement with the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
Slates (CIS) In order to counter 
the threat by Islamic Tajik rebels 
opposed to the . pro-Communist 
regime in Dushanbe.' 

Russia accuses Afghanistan of 


harbouring the Tajik rebels and 
providing them with arms and 
military training, an allegation 
denied by the government in 
Kabul. 

“The Tajik government and 
Russia are trying to cover their 
weaknesses by proclaiming Tajiks 
are being supported by the 
Afghan government,” said Mr. 
Morad. 

“These allegations bold no wa- 
ter," he added. 

He said Tajikistan was 97 per 
cent mountainous, the ideal guer- 
rilla terrain, and for this reason 
Tajik rebels had no need to seek 
shelter in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Morad denied the exist- 
ance of armed Tajik rebels on 
Afghan soil, but confessed that 
Mohammad Sharif Himatzada, 
leader of the Islamic Renaissance 
Party of Tajikistan, currently re- 
siding in Pakistan, would be 
allowed asylum in Afghanistan if 
he was forced to leave Pakistan. 

However Mr. Morad said Mr. 
Himatzada, who has vowed to 
wage a holy war or Jihad to 
topple the Dushanbe regime, 
would not be allowed to practise 
any political activities against 
neighbouring countries while a 
guest on Afghan soil. 

Minister for Frontiers and 
Tribal Affairs Salman Gailani 
said be was leaving for a i0-day. 
tour of the border provinces of 
Kunduz, Takhar and Badahkshan 
to survey problems associated 
with the Russian bombardment. 

“As a first step we will check 
the extent of destruction, the 
general casualties, and tbe condi- 
tion of the Afghan civilians 


forced to flee their homes," Mr. 
Gailani said. 

He said he would be accompa- 
nied by representatives from the 
ministries of foreign affairs, in- 
terior and defence. 

Meanwhfle Russian envoy Ale- 
xander Alexiev ended a two-day 
visit to Pakistan Monday, where 
he sought help in ending the 
border dispute between Tajikis- 
tan and Afghanistan. 

‘‘We’re trying to be of help to 
defuse the situation... it has se- 
rious repercussions for the whole 
region,” said Munir Akram a 
spokesman for Pakistan's Foreign 
Ministry. 

Foreign Secretary Shahary ar 
Khan said Mr. Alexiev came to 
Islamabad hoping Pakistan could 
use its influence with Afghanis- 
tan's rebel government to broker 
an end to the fighting on the 
border. 

Following several hours of 
meetings with Mr. Alexiev, Mr. 
bhaharyar Khan emerged to sav 
that both sides agree? the aS 
hon to Tajikistan’s civil war lies 
in negotiations between 
Dushanbe and its Islamic oppo- 
nents. 

OnSaturday, Pakistan expel- 
led Mohammad Sharif. Himai- 
aade. 3 nulitant Tajik opposition 
leader who vowed to topple the 
pro-Moscow government in the 
capital, Dushanbe. 

In an interview at his head- 
quartere in Pakistan's frontier city 
of Peshawar, Mr. Himatzade told 
the Associated Press he had 
purchased U.S.-made anti- 
aircraft missiles from Afghan re- 
OGlS. 


farther downriver. 

Forecasters estimated tbe river 
crests would collide overnight 
north of the city where they 
converge- Officials said the Mis- 
sissippi would reach 49.7 feet 
(14.9 metres), 19.7 feet (5.9' 
metres) above the flood level. 
The Missouri was expected to 
crest at 39 feet (11.7 metres) 
Monday afternoon, 14 feet (4.2 
metres) above flood stage, said 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist Dan Ferry in St. 
Louis. 

Even after the crest, the threat 
of damage won’t be over. The 
Mississippi is expected to drop 
only a few inches a day. 


ROME (AP) — If you want to taste 
Se “Dolce Vita” of the Va 
Veneto, the famous Roman 
street of grand hotels, and to 
cafes, you’ll have to do it on foot.. 
A city ordinance went into effect 
barring traffic from part of tbe 
Sailed boulevard that snakes 
Jitthe American embassy. The 
St was to be closed Sraga 
night. The ordinance dogged sidj 
streets with cars and buses, but 
brought joy to tourists and Ro- 
man pedestrians 
rhnldne car fumes and murderous 
traffic .director Federico Feliinfs 
movie "La Dolce Vita made foe 
avenue famous 30 years ago with 

its depiction of the ^reethfe 

decadent Roman society- Expen- 
sive boutiques, hotels andtoumt- 


it is no longer the symbol of 
ultimate chic and meeting place 
of the rich and famous. Foreign 
dignitaries still come, though. 
Mikhail Gorbachev bought 
$9,000 worth of tailor-made do- 
th ing for his 1988 American visit 
from a Via Veneto designer. 

China police raid 4 } 
‘brothel village’, 
i rescue 21 women 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Police 
have carried out a series of raids 
on a southern Chinese village, 
dubbed a “brothel village” by 
local press, anc rescued 21 
women who wer> forced into 
prostitution, a report said Mon- 
day. Police also arrested five sus- 
pects for selling, and 

forcing women froui other pro- 
vinces ‘into prosecution in 
brothels set up by villagers in 
Houtou in Lufeng county in Chi- 
na's booming Guangdong pro- 
vince, the Hong Kong China 
News Service report said. Tbo| g 
illegal activity in the poor villager 1 
along the southeastern coast was 
disclosed last month by an even- 
ing newspaper in Guangzhou, the 
provincial capital of Guangdong, 
According to Lufeng authorities, 
the village has been raided 35 
times by police this year, and 51 
women rescued from the brothels 
there. A total of 19 suspects have 
been arrested. 

Tower of Pisa 
. leans a little less 

ROME (R) — For the first time 
in 800 years, the leaning Tower of 
Pisa is straighter than it used to' 

• be. “The "tower is leaning less, 
-than it used to. It’s back -where it 
was two years ago,” Michele 
Jamiolkowski, head of a commit- 
tee supervising efforts to shore up 
the monument, told the Italian 
News Agency (ANSA). The frac- 
tional shift of two millimetres is 
invisible to the naked eye, but 
experts hailed it as a major suc- 
cess for the first phase of the i 
tower’s “cure”, which consisted? • 
of burying a 140-tonne counter^ 
weight of lead ingots at its foot. 

The tower, which leans five 
metres off the perpendicular, has 
been closed to the public since 
1990, although experts hope it 
may be reopened in 1994. By tbe* 
end of this year, a total of 670 
tonnes of lead will have been 
buried in an effort to stabilise 
subsoil, described by experts as 
“bendy as an old mattress.” Tire 
56- metre white marble tower was 
begun in 1174 and completed in 
1350. It weighs 14,000 tonnes. 

Jet hits jeep 
after landing 

NEW DELHI (AFP) -An Air .J 
India Bormt 7i7 > ? 


r. '-Oily ouiiua 

but all 408 passengers and cr< 
toe Press Trust 
India (PTI) reported. The a 

from Frankfu 
via New Delhi, was moving wtu 
one of its engines struck the iee 
overturning it and injuring its tv 
oampants the news agency sai 
The vehicle, belonging to tl 
ofS? 01121 Airport Authori 
" T /as shooting across ti 
runway when the accident occu 
rea. .The airport was shut for * 

u Uring which half-, 
dozen flights were diverted , 

!t was l «cky that tl 
A" India official sail 

a^?^’ ,tWoold havelSi 
a major disaster.” 

Mammoth traffic 

jams clog French 
highways 

— Bumoer-tt 


~ , ."■"^metres 
varied highways 

French vacationers 
en masse. Compe 

space were peopter 

J “ly vacations and 
out on their August 

worst traffic ® 


tbe towns of Vieni 
mar m central Fn 
kned up for 7Q 

the nation; 

“^-.Another jan 
stymied motorists 
west city of Bord< 
way leading out 

d ?gged with 30 
miles) of cars _ 
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Sports 

Cram makes 
his mark 

COLOGNE (AFP) — British 
track legend Steve Cram putted 
off a last-minute gamble to put 
his Work! Championship cam- 
paign back on track Sunday. 

Cram hit the murk with a last- 
gasp 1 .500m dash after he looked 
certain to miss next month's 
championships after failing to hit 
the qualifying rime of 3:36.50. 
The 32-year-old veteran, who 

had looked set to move up to 
5,000m racing this season, defied 
a niggling Achilles tendon prob- 
lem to run 3:35.63 in his last 
qualifying effort. 

And afterwards the mile world 
record holder warned his rivals 
that he could still cause a medal 
upset. 

The British selectors now look 
certain to include him in the 
Stuttgart selection after his brave 
effort. 

Meanwhile Briton Linford 
' Christie, fresh from bis 100m 
victory o\er American rival Carl 
Lewis, eased borne with a 200m 
win over Nigeria's Kayode 
Olujeni. 

But there was no head-to-head 
with Andre Cason, conqueror of 
Lewis in the American World 
Championships, trials, who ran in 
the 100m and won in 20.11 secs. 

The British euphoria over 
Cram and Christie's perform- 
ances was marred, however, by a 
Colin Jackson injury scare and 
the news that Commonwealth 
10,000 metres champion Eamonn 
Martin bad been forced to with- 
draw from the Stuttgart show- 
piece. 


Basketball 
world pays 
tribute to 
Reggie Lewis 

BOSTON (AP) — “Reggie, we'll 
always love you". 

The large red sign, with white 
lettering, crowns the doors lead- 
ing into the college arena at 
which family, fans and the bas- 
ketball world paid tribute to Reg- 
gie Lewis Monday. 

Black bunting, covers the 
Northeastern University crest on 
the outside of Matthews Arena, 
where Lewis starred for four 
years before going on to the 
Boston Celtics. 

Northeastern officials spent the 
weekend fitting as many chairs as 
possible into the 83-year-old facil- 
ity, but still expected an overflow 
crowd. 

Lewis. 27, died Tuesday of 
cardiac arrest while shooting bas- 
kets at Brandris University, three 
months after he collapsed in a 
playoff game against Charlotte. 

He got differing diagnoses, 
with some doctors saying be had a 
dangerous heart ailment and 
others saying he had a minor 
nerve disorder and “a normal 
athlete’s heart." 

His death came one week be- 
fore Lewis was scheduled to go to 
his hometown of Baltimore to 
begin workouts supervised by a 
cardiologist. 

Lewis' casket was to lie be- 
neath a banner representing his 
retired Northeastern jersey. 


Pernfors surprised by upset victory 


MONTREAL (AP) — Mikael 
Pernfors of Sweden was incredu- 
lous after his dramatic three-set 
victory over Todd Martin in Sun- 
day’s final of the 1.65 million 
Canadian (Si. 28 million) Cana- 
dian Open Tennis tournament. 

Pernfors, 30, a former top-10 
player who lapsed into obscurity 
after suffering achilles tendon 
problems, outworked the hard- 
hitting Martin for a 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 
victory on the hardcouns at Jarry 
Stadium. 

"1 knew 1 could play good 
tennis again but ! didn’t know I 
could play this good," Pernfors 
said after winning his first final 
since 1988 in Scottsdale. Aria. "A 
lot of people had written me off. 
For me. it's the greatest week of 
tennis Tve ever had." 

Pernfors, the lowest-ranked 
Canadian Open champion ever at 
No. 95. collected 235,000 Cana- 
dian dollar ($183,000) and will 
move into the world's top 40 with 
the victory. 

Martin, 22, one of the sport's 
rising stars, picked up 123,000 
Canadian dollar (596,000). Mar- 
tin had also lost a final last week 
in Washington. 

In the doubles final, the centre 
court crowd was disappointed as 
Jim Courier of the United States 
and Mark Knowles of the Baha- 
mas downed Toronto's Glenn 
Michibata and American David 
Pate 64, 7-6 (7-5). 

Michibata was bidding to be- 
come the first Canadian doubles 
champion at the Canadian Open 
since the event went professional 
in 1969. 

Pernfors, who beat No. 2 seed 
Courier and three other seeded 
players en route to the final, kept 
Martin off balance with high tops- 
pin shots mixed with clever lobs 
and drop shots. 

As he had done all week. 
Pernfors worked harder and drew 
unforced errors from a seemingly 
surperior opponent. Martin made 
39 while Pernfors had only 17. 

Pernfors was a top-10 player 
when he reached the French 
Open final in 1986. But after 
three good years, his achilles 
tendon troubles began. He 
underwent surgery in 1990 and by 
the following year, he had drop- 
ped to No. 1,001 in the world. 

He started this year at No. 
237 and worked his way up 
through satellite circuit events 
until this week, when he gained 
entiy to a tournament without 
having to go through a qualifying 
tournament for the first time in 


years. 

Garrison- J ackson 

In Stratton Mountain, Vermont 
top-seeded Conchita Martinez 
overcame a host of physical ail- 
ments to win the U.S. Women's 
Hard Court Championships Sun- 
day with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over an 
outmatched Zina Garrison- 
Jackson. 

Martinez, ranked sixth on the 
WTA Kraft tour, didn't lose a set 
all week and dropped just 18 
games in five matches. It was her 
fourth singles title of the year and 
18th of her career. 

“I wasn't supposed to come 
here, but now I'm happy I came," 
said the 21 -year-old Spaniard, a 
late addition to the first-year 
tournament. 

Martinez, 5-0 lifetime against 
Garrison-Jack&on. had muscle 
spasms in her left shoulder that 
required a trainer's attention in 
the second set. After a massage, 
Martinez won six of the last seven 
games to close out the match in 
just over one hour. 

“It was very bad. I felt like I 
couldn't hold my shoulder up." 
she said. 

Garrison-Jackson said the de- 
lay bothered her, but that her 
missed volleys and Martinez's 
passing shots were more damag- 
ing. 

“With Conchita, you have to 
get all the points you can. You 
have to stay on her and I didn't," 
Garrison-J ackson said. 

Martinez, who advanced to the 
final with a 6-1, 6-2 victory over 
fourth-seeded Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere, dominated Garrison- 
J ackson in every aspect, using 
powerful topspin volleys to keep 
ber on the defensive. 

Garrison-Jackson, who held 
twice in nine service games, said 
she tried to go for toomudion her 
second serve, and it cost her. 

“1 knew from the past that I 
had to go for more. It's a chance I 
had to take." she said. 

Martinez's dominance of the 
tournament surprised even her. 
She only decided to enter the 
competition four days before it 
started and had to fly from 
Europe. After arriving, she 
caught a virus. 

“The first day, I wouldn't have 
though I could win," she said. “I 
was really scared about how 1 was 
feeling on the court.” 

Martinez, who has her highest 
world ranking, said she feels good 
about her chances in the U.S. 


Open later this month. Last year, 
she lost in the first round. 

Martinez said she had been 
doing more physical training this 
year, and has more self- 
confidence. 

Harvey- Wild wins Puerto Rko 
Open 

Linda Harvey-Wild rallied be- 
hind a strong service to get past 
Ann Grossman in the finals Sun- 
day of the $150,000 Puerto Rico 
Open Women's Tennis chain 

pionsbip. 

The 6-3, 5-7, 6-3 win gave 
Harvey-Wild her first title this 
year and the third of her 
career. 

Harvey-Wild, the tournament's 
seventh seed and the 88th- ranked 
player in the world, served up six 
aces and used her strong baseline 
shots to down the second-seeded 
Grossman, who was playing in 
her third match in less than 24 
hours. 

Grossman and Debbie Graham 
played a semifinal match Satur- 
day and then teamed up to take 
the doubles championship over 
Gigi Fernandez and Rennae 
Stubbs Saturday night. 

Harvey-Wild was pleased with 
her performance. 

“This is a very satisfying win," 
said the American. "The U.S. 
Open is right around the corner 
and this win may be what 2 need 
to get my game back to its proper 
place.” 

Due to inconsistency this year, 
Harvey-Wild’s ranking has 
ranged from 39 to 88. 


ATP RANKINGS 

1. Pete Sampras (USA 4197 pu 

2. Jim Courier (USA) 3845 

3. Stefan Ed berg (Sweden) 3230 

4. Boris Becker (Germany) 
2786 

5. Sergl Bruguera (Spain) 2531 

6. Michael Stich (Germany) 
2325 

7. Ivan Lendl (USA) 2103 

8. Petr Korda (Czech) 1938 

9. Michael Chang (USA) 1914 

10. Richard Krajicek (Neth) 
1888 

11. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 
1856 

12. Andrei Medvedev (Ukraine) 
1783 

13. Thomas Muster (Austria) 
1565 

14. Tndd Martin (USA) 1526 

15. Karel Novacek (Czech) 1452 





Nigel Mansell behind the wheel of his car claims another victory 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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RUBBER BRIDGE OR DUPLICATE? 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AKt 
98 

<: AQ 64 32 

* A 6 3 

WEST EAST 

* 10 7 4 3 * J 8 5 
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e k j to 
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The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 0 pass 1 NT Pass 

3 v p ass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of T 
The play of thu hand seems rou- 
tine. Follow it, then decide whether 
declarer’s performance was from a 
duplicate pair event or a strong rub- 
ber-bridge game, and why. 

North had a rebid problem. Suit 
quality was poor for a jump rebid of 
three diamonds, but without a 
known heart stopper in either hand, 
no alternative was attractive. South, 
who held a maximum one-no-trump 
response and suitable holdings in 


the oLher suits, bad an easy conver- 
sion to three no trump. 

West led a low heart, taken by the 
ten. Declarer cashed the king and 
ace of diamonds Co learn of the bad 
break. Since there was no other way 
to nine tricks outside of diamonds, 
declarer conceded a diamond to 
-East and hoped that hearts were 
blocked. The defenders made sure 
that did not happen— down one. 
Have you decided what form of 
bridge was being played? 

Of course, this had to be played in 
a duplicate game. Chances are the 
diamond suit would break 3-2, and 
the contract would be in danger only 
if East held four diamonds, in rub- 
ber bridge, there's a neat avoidance 
play available to protect against 
even that 1-1 distribution as long as 
West's singleton is either the jack or 
ten. But it gives up a trick, which 
you cannot afford in a pair contest. 

At rubber bridge, after winning 
the ten of hearts, you should cross to 
the table with the king of spades and 
lead a diamond. If East follows low, 
insert the nine. West is welcome to 
the trick, but now the rest of the suit 
can be brought in and, since the king 
of hearts is safe from attack, declar- 
er will score at least three spade 
tricks, ow heart, one dub and five 
diamonds. 


Mansell wins Indycar race 


BROOKLYN (AFP) — Nigel 
Mansell regained tbe Indycar sea- 
son series lead Sunday by winning 
the Michigan 500 in an exhausting 
performance that brought the 
British driver his first superspeed- 
way triumph. 

*Tve never felt so rough,” 
Mansell said. “I'm bushed, Vm 
tired.” 

Mansell led 222 of 250 Ups at 
the two-mile (3.2-kilometre) oval 
to outlast runner-up Mario 
Andretti, Mansell's partner on 
the Carl Haas-Paul Newman race 
team. Both owners watched from 
the pit area as Mansell led the 
final 167 laps. 

Mansell averaged 302.875 
kilometres per hour, just under 


all-time 500-mile mark of 305.327 
kpfa set three years ago at Michi- 
gan International Speedway by 
AI Unser Jr. Mansell's winning 
margin over Andretti was 9.434 
seconds. 

Mansell, the reigning Formula 
One world champion, remained 
in his LoJa-Ford for several mi- 
nutes after the victory, drinking 
and being doused in water. His 
drinking bottle contained a 
water-aspirin mixture to combat 
headaches Mansell felt during the 
race. 

“It’s a great track, but it does 
beat you down,” Mansell said. 
Tm beat down. I've never been 
on anything like it in my life.” 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


(Part Time) 

10:00-4:00 p.m. 

With excellent command of English & executive skills. 
Needed to work as private assistant to Chairman & 
Managing Director of a professional services co. 
located in Shmeisani. 

Tel: 661293, P.O. Box 5011, Amman 
Fax your details to 679304 
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Magic 

wants to play 
second half 
of NBA 
season 

INGLEWOOD. California (AP) 
— Magic Johnson said Sunday if 
given the chance he would play 
the second half of the upcoming 
NBA season for the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

, “I would come back for a half 
season, but I don't want to play a 
full season,” Johnson told KMPC 
Radio. “I am not going to give up 
my world tour. I’m going to make 
too much money on it.” 

Johnson, 33, spoke before his 
annual charity game,, “A Mid- 
Summer Night's Magic,” Sunday 
night at the Forum. The All-Star 
game has raised more than $7.5 
million in seven years to benefit 
tbe United Negro College Fund. 

Johnson played 28 minutes 
with 10 points aud 13 assists. 
After the game, lie clarified his 
earlier comments. 

“1 haven't talked to Jerry West 
yet, but the door has always been 
open. As long as 1 can play 
there's nothing really holding me 
back." 

Johnson has said his ambition 
is to own an NBA team, and be is 
part of a group trying to win an 
expansion franchise for Toron- 
to. Should he return to the Lak- 
ers, he would have to give up his 
ownership bid because league 
rules bar an owner from playing. 

Johnson first retired Nov. 7. 
1991, after disclosing he was in- 
fected with the AIDS virus. After 
helping the United States win a 
gold medal at tbe 1992 Olympics 
last summer, be said he would 
play part of tbe 1992-93 season. 

However, less than a week 
before the season started, John- 
son announced his retirement, 
“this time for good.” 


World Cup qualifiers 

Brazil score first victory 

qualifying game one week ago. 
Commei 


SAN CRISTOBAL. Venezuela 
(AP) — Brazil finally got its first 
victory in 1994 World Cup qual- 
ifying, routing Venezuela 5-1 
Sunday behind two goals by Beb- 
to and one each by Rai, Branco 
and Falinha. 

The three-time World Cup 
champion had played a scoreless 
tie against Ecuador and lost 2-0 
last week at Bolivia, its first loss 
ever in 32 World Cup qualifying 
games. 

Venezuela, a soccer light- 
weight in South America, was 
outscorcd 18-1 in qualifying 
.games for the 1990 World Cup. 

“We had opportunities to 
make goals that were not so much 
due to the merit of Brazil, but to 
the deficiency of Venezuela,” 
former Brazil great Pele said. 
'To say it plainly, Brazil is play- 
ing badly. 

Brazil (1-1-1) is tied for second 
in Group B with Uruguay (1-0- 1), 
which played a scoreless tie Sun- 
day against Ecuador (0-0-2). 
Bolivia (2-0) is first while Vene- 
zuela (0-3) is last. The top two 
teams qualify for the 24-nation 
tournament in the United States. 

In tbe opening games of Group 
A, Argentina brat Peru 1-0 on 
Gabriel Batistuta's goal in the 
28th minute, and Colombia and 
Paraguay played a scoreless tie. 

The top team qualifies from 
Group A and the second-place 
nation plays a home-and-home 
series against Australia or Cana- 
da. Canada won 2-1 Saturday, 
and the teams play the second leg 
at Sydney on Aug. 15- 

tirBrazil 5, Venezuela 1 

At San Cristobal, Venezuela, 
Rai put Brazil ahead with a 
penalty kick In the 34th minute 
after Miguel Echenausi was 
ejected for using his hands to 
block Dunga’s shot. 

Bebeto, who led tbe Spanish 
League in scoring last season. 


split the defence 62nd minute for 
his first goal, and Branco made it 
3-0 in the 64th. 

Bebeto scored bis second goal 
in the 77th minute, trapping a 
long pass with his chest and, 
without the ball touching the 
ground, kicking it past goalkeep- 
er Jose Gomez. Juan Garda 
scored Venezuela's goal with six 
minutes remaining, and Palinha 
scored in two minutes into extra 
time. 

it Uruguay 0, Ecuador 0 

At montevideo, neither team 
had good chances in the lacklus- 
ter game. Tbe closest any team 
came to a goal was in the fifth 
minute, when Ecuador’s Eduardo 
Hurtado hit the crossbar. 

☆ Argentina 1, Peru 0 

At Lima, Argentina began 
qualifying with a victory. It won 
tne 1986 World Cup and lost the 
1990 final 1-0 to Germany. 

•fr Colombia 0, Paraguay 0 

At Barranquilla, Faustino 
Asprilla missed a first- half penal- 
ty kick for Colombia, which was 
eliminated by Cameroon in the 
second round of the 1990 World 
Cup. 

Pamtira’sjob safe, says Brazil 
soccer chief 

Brazil soccer chief Ricardo 
Teixeira said Sunday that nation- 
al team trainer Carlos Alberto 
Paneira would keep his job fol- 
lowing a 5-1 World Cup qual- 
ifying win over Venezuela. 

“For me it was a convincing 
performance," said Teixeira, 
president of the Brazilian Foot- 
ball Confederation (CBF). 

Asked if he was contemplating 
a change of trainer, Teixeira re- 
plied “that (possibility) doesn’t 
exist.” 

Speculation had been rife over 
the future of Parreira after Brazil 
lost 2-0 to Bolivia in another 


lentators said he could face 
the sack if Brazil did not perform 
well against Venezuela, even if 
they won. 

Parreira himself said: “I like 
the result more than the perform- 
ance. But now we have got 15 
days to train before our next 
game and I’m sure we will im- 
prove.” 

"The result gave us confidence, 
that’s what’s important, and now 
we can work with more tranquil- 
ity." 

Canada won’t change style in 
Australia 

Overwhelmed by the largest 
home crowd to see a Canaman 
national team game, Mike 
Sweeney says he and his team- 
mates have to remain focused and 
not concern themselves with the 
fens when they travel to Austra- 
lia. 

“The way we play on the road, 
we do not change our style, we 
simply play the same way.” said 
Sweeney, .Canada’s most experi- 
enced international with 60 caps. 

“We’ve played well on the road 
through all our qualifying match- 
es, we've only dropped a couple 
of points, we’ve scored goals on 
the road — we simply have to go 
in and play tight defence." 

Canada beat Australia 2-1 be- 
fore 27,775 at Commonwealth 
Stadium Saturday, giving it the 
edge when it goes to Sydney Aug. 
15 for tbe return match In their 
two-leg playoff. 

The winner advances to a two- 
match playoff with the second 
team in South American Group 
A, with the winner of that qual- 
ifying for the World Cup. 

But Australia is not in a bad 
position, having gotten an away 
goal. 


Golden ambition in the fast lane 


SHEFFIELD (R) — Franziska 
Van Almsick and Krisztina 
Egerszegi, teenage prodigies 
born in the old Communist 
world, give a golden glim to the 
European Swimming Cham- 
pionships tins week. 

They each have four individual 
titles in their sights and former 
East German Van Almfckk could 
line up t h ree more-in relays. 

Van Almsick, too young to 
compete at the last European 
Championships in Athens in 
1991, scooped four medals at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics at- just 
14 years of age. 

Egerszegi, magnificent in an 
outstanding Hungarian squad, 
became an Olympic champion at 
14 at the 1988 Seoul Games and 
won three titles in Barcelona four 
years later. 

The two do not clash directly in 
the six-day swimming program- 
me, which begins Tuesday with 
both in Action, and it is hard to 
say which will emerge as queen of 
the ponds forge pool. 

Van Almsick, wooed by spon- 
sors and marketing executives, 
has adopted tire higher profile 
since Barcelona, both out of the 
pool and in it as star of the 
northern winter world cup circuit. 

She has shattered records from 
Germany to China, setting world 
short-course marks for SO, 100 
and 200 metres freestyle and will be 
tough to beat in those events and 
the 100 metres butterfly in Shef- 
field. 

Egensegj, now 19 and already 
five years at tbe top, has less to 
prove after collecting four Olym- 
pics golds, two world cham- 
pionship titles and a European 
championship treble in Athens in 
1991. 

A supreme stylist, she pro- 
duced unforgettable perform- 
ances in Athens when she broke 



An uncommon view of swimmers training for the European Swimming Championship at the Poods- 
forge swimming pool in Sheffield (AFP photo) 


world records in the 100 and 2 00 
metres backstroke which had 
stood for seven and five' years 


respectively. 
She prove 


proved her versatility by 
additionally winning the 400 
metres individual medley and 
achieved the same triple at the 
Barcelona Olympics. 

Now she aims to extend her 
supremacy by adding a fourth 
crown in the 200 metres butterfly. 

She planned to attack the same 
four events at the last European 
Championships but in the end 
jettisoned the butterfly to con- 
centrate on her triumphant 
assault on the 200 backstroke 
world mark. 

The first swimming gold, the 
women's 100 metres freestyle, 


looks destined for Van Almsick, 
by far the fastest European in the 
event this year. 

Egerszegi should collect her 
first title in the same session in 
the 400 individual medley. 

Van Almsick, who won four 
individual events at the German 
Championships in Potsdam in 


June, is likely to find team mate 
Simone Osygus, defending 50 
freestyle champion, her closest 
challenger in the freestyle races, 
while Inge De Bruijn of the 
Netherlands and title-holder 
Catherine Plewinski of France 
are her chief rivals in the 100 
butterfly. 


FURNISHED DELUXE APT. FOR RENT 

Abdoun area. 280 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 
balconies, dining hail, guestroom, sitting room, special 
garage. 

The flat is a complete floor In a three storey building. 

For Info. TeL No. 810671,-814483 


UNFURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Very luxurious, located in A! Rabia area in Amman. Has two 
floors. The first floor consists of spacious halls, a study room, 
luxurious kitchen and a bathroom. The second floor consists of 
three master bedrooms, sitting room, terrace, hall and an 
independent laundry room. The villa is with a garden, garage, 
central heating, B.B.Q. and fountain. Annual rent is JD9.6O0. 
For those Interest please call tel. 691277 


OFFICES TO LET 

Located between Fourth and Fifth Circles, Jabal Amman, having 
an area of 110 sq. m.; with telephone, independent heating and 
carport in addition to carpeting, curtains, light fixtures and air 
conditioner. 

Call: 678376 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe unfurnished second floor 

Deluxe villa, second independent floor in a villa, consisting of 
three bedrooms, sitting room, salon, maid room. Located near 
Pizza Hut, Mecca Street, Umm AI Summaq AI Janoubi. Suitable 
for diplomatic and U.N. stall. 

Please call tel. 821501 after 8 a.m. 


REQUIRED 

☆ Female assistant sales manager. Very good English. 
Working hours: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 8.30 p.m. 

☆ Also executive secretary with excellent English. 
Working hours: from 4.30-8.30 p.m. 

Send complete C.V. to P.O. Box 7676 
De}|Jj| jewellers, Amman. 
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nZZ: ' Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


HUDSON HAWK 

' Show. 1130. 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Adel Imam 
in 


Wad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


| Grama Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


AI Pacino — In 

ISCENT OF A WOMAN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:15, 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 6755711 

NabU AI Mashtnl Theetre [ 

"For the first time ir. Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The Assassination of Hanthatafe 

by artist Saeed Bltar 

Stews <u Friday and Satertby, Joe 4 nd 5 a *31 pin. 

Pleat book **tM hi advnet f 



THE THEATRE IS CLOSED 

because the "Welcome Arab Summit” play is 
being presented at the Palace of Culture at 
8:30 p.m., Monday and Tuesday. Aug. 2 & 3. 
Tickets available at the Palace of Culture. 
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U.K. ratifies 
Maastricht 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britain 
ratified the Maastricht treaty on 
closer European union Monday 
within hours of a private legal 
challenge being withdrawn, the 
Foreign Office announced. 

The British ambassador to Ita- 
ly, Sir Patrick Fairweatber, depo- 
sited Britain's instrument of rati- 
fication at Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, a Foreign Office 
statement said. 

Ratification takes place in the 
Italian capital because that is 
where the Treaty of Rome, set- 
ting up the European Community 
(EC), was signed in 1957. 

Britain was the last country to 
ratify the treaty, which provides 
for close cooperation on foreign 
policy and defence matters 
among members of the 12-nation 
EC. The treaty also envisages a 
single currency by 1999, but that 
now seems unlikely. 

The ratification process was 
bogged down in parliament for 
months, involved more than 200 
hours of debate in the House of 
Commons and split the governing 
Conservative Party. 

Prime Minister John Major 
finally pushed a ratification bill 
through the House of Commons 
on July 23 by threatening to call a 
general election unless anti-treaty 
rebels supported him. 

The last obstacle to ratification 
vanished Monday morning when 
a former editor of the Times, 
Lord Rees-Mogg, decided not to 
pursue a legal challenge in the 
appeal court. 

His lawyers said Lord Rcss/ 
Mogg thought the treaty less thre- 
atening to Britain's sovereignty 
since the weekend foundering of 


the community’s exchange rate 
mechanism. That linked the ma- 
jor currencies and was precursor 
to a single currency. 

The crisis arose because other 
currencies could not keep pace 
with the German mark. 

The only block now to the im- 
plementing of the treaty is a legal 
challenge m Germany. The court 
ruling is expected in September. 

Tbe decision to loosen the 
bonds of the community's curren- 
cy grid prompted confusion in 
London, where political debate 
has been soured and dominated 
for a year by rows over tbe treaty. 

Conservative Party rebels, who 
exploited Mr. Major’s slim par- 
liamentary majority to delay rati- 
fication, made dear they would 
maintain their opposition to any 
closer European integration, 
threatening further political trou- 
ble for major. 

Bill Cash, a spokesman for the 
rebels, said the ratification pro- 
cess should stop. 

“As a result of what has now 
happened, Britain does not have 
to ratify it and as for as I am 
concerned they should refuse to 
ratify it,” he said. 

Mr. Major, who never hid his 
opposition to the idea of a single 
European currency and was 
proud of his opt-out of the Maas- 
tricht timetable to create one, felt 
himself vindicated. 

“We have always made dear 
that we did not believe the timet- 
able for European Monetary Un- 
ion (EMU) set out in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty was right or practic- 
able, 1 ’ he said in a statement. 

‘The EMU timetable looks 
totally unrealistic now,” he said. 



TAKING TIME OFF: Their Majesties King 
sein and Queen Noot with Efis Royal 


Prince Hamzah aboard a yacht on a cruise in 
Istanbul Monday (AFP photo) 


Demjanjuk may not be retried 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Two news- 
papers reported Monday it was 
unlikely that John Demjanjuk 
would be tried again since Israel 
lacks evidence to convict him of 
Nazi war crimes. 

The reports came a day after 
the supreme court unexpectedly 
issued a restraining order de- 
laying Demjanjuk’s deportation 
from Israel for 10 days. Tbe 
justice ministry had no immediate 
comment. 

The court ruled on an appeal 
against Demjanjuk’s being freed 
after he was acquitted last week 
of being a brutal Nazi guard at 
the Treblinka camp in World War 
II Poland. Israel’s attorney gener- 
al was asked to explaion whether 
Demjanjuk should be tried for 


other war crimes. 

The surprise delay came with- 
in hours of Demjanjuk's planned 
departure Sunday for Kiev in his 
native Ukraine. Demjanjuk was 
upset by the ruling and jailers 
gave him a tranquiliser in his 
solitary confinement cell at 
Ayalon prison near Tel Aviv. 

“The roller coaster ride we’ve 
been living on for so many years 
now just seemed to continue,” 
Demjanjuk’s son, John Jr., told 
the Associated Press. 

But the postponement also in- 
spired hopes his father could fly 
from Israel back to die United 
States where his family lives, 
instead of to Ukraine, John Jr. 
said. 

Demjanjuk was stripped of 


U-S. citizenship in 1981 for lying 
about his Nazi past when he 
immigrated. But the Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Cincinnati 
was expected to consider a peti- 
tion Tuesday on whether to allow 
him back in on parole. 

In acquitting Demjanjuk on 
Thursday, a higher ranking sup- 
reme court panel found there was 
evidence Demjanjuk was a guard 
at another Nazi camp, Sobibor, 
but said it was not reasonable to 
put him on trial again. 

The most solid evidence linking 
Demjanjuk to Sobibor is his 
“trawnild” card, a card issued at 
an SS training camp for guards, 
which says he was transferred to 
Sobibor. 


Tutu seeks foreign 
help to end violence 


JOHANNESBURG (Agendes) 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Monday called for foreign 
peacekeepers in South Africa as 
the body count from one of the 
bloodiest weekends of the transi- 
tion from apartheid to democracy 
neared 100. 

Police spokeswoman Janine 
Smith said 89 people were killed 
between Friday night and Mon- 
day morning in factional fighting 
raging through the Johannesburg 
satellite black townships of Tem- 
bisa, Tokoza, Katlehong and 
Vos looms. 

Police in Natal province said 
six were killed there over the 
weekend as the death toll in the 
month since democracy nego- 
tiators named April 27 as the date 
for the first nan-racial election 
soared to almost 600. 

Bishop Tutu, a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, said the slaughter 
“demonstrated beyond doubt" 
that South Africans were incap- 
able of restoring law and order 
themselves. 

“We need to appeal to the 
international community to send 
in, as a matter of extreme urgen- 
cy, a corps of police officers 
experienced in handling civil tur- 
moil,” he added. 

Negotiators at black-white 
democracy talks at Johannes- 
burg’s World Trade Centre ex- 
pressed horror at the slaughter 
which threatens to wreck prog- 
ress to democracy after 350 years 
of white domination. 

Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) urged 


the conference to agree to forma- 
tion of a joint peacekeeping force 
representative of black and white 
South African political fonna- 

°°“We should have a joint 
peacekeeping force to be instal- 
led within a matter of weeks, 
said ANC chief negotiator Cyril 
Ramaphosa. 

Mr. Ramaphosa told Reuters 
the ANC wanted" to discuss 
Bishop Tutu's plan with him. The 
more radical Pan Africanist Con- 
gress said it had been advocating 
alternation a! involvement for a 
long time. 

President Fredenk de Klerk 
and Mr. Ramaphosa paid sepa- 
rate visits to survivors in Tem bi- 
son hospital. 

President De Klerk said 
latest surge in political violence 
would not delay the country’s 
first multiracial election. 

“If we allow (violence) to stop 
us making progress, will be giving 
a veto to a very, small, vociferous 
minority," Mr. De Klerk said 
Sunday night in a television inter- 
view. 

Fighting also erupted in Toko- 
za southeast of here, where vio- 
lence has flared repeatedly since 
ANC and in tbe Zulu Inkathu 
Freedom Party (IFP) supporters 
traded gunfire ou tsid e the 
township's hostel, an IFP stron- 
ghold, on May 22. 

Police said ANC youths had 
again attacked the township’s 
hostel Sunday, triggering Zulu 
retaliation. 


Victim of Kuwaiti wrath sees cover-up of her case 


BY P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Lebanese 
woman who went back to 
Kuwait seeking justice for 
atrocities she says she suffered 
at Kuwaiti bands immediately 
after the liberation of the emi- 
rate in 1992 has accused the 
Kuwaiti authorities of trying to 
cover up for some of its offi- 
cials in the affair. 

Naimat Farhat. 35. who says 
she was raped and shot in the 
head by a Kuwaiti intelligence 
agent on March 2, 1992. went 
back to the emirate last month 
and positively identified the 
suspect in a court line-up. 

Miss Farhat, who was left for 
dead by the assailant who also 
killed her father and brother at 
their residence in Kuwait in 
what appeared to be part of the 
vengeful rampage that the 
Kuwaitis went on after libera- 
tion from a seven-month Iraqi 
occupation, is back with her 
brother Naim Farhat in San 
Jose, California, after the 
court appearance. 

Nothing has been reported - 
after Miss Farhat’s court 
appearance as the trial is held 
behind closed doors. 

Miss Naimat, who is partial- 
ly paralysed and needs con- 
stant medical support, to insist 
that the lone suspect the 
Kuwaiti authorities produced 


in epurt is only part of the 
“group” that ordered the brut- 
al treatment netted out to her 
family and herself. 

“There are at least two other 
senior Kuwaiti officials in- 
volved in the affair,” said 
Naim Farhat. “They were tbe 
ones who ordered the whole 
thing.” 

Mr. Farhat, talking to the 
Jordan Times on the phone, 
said neither he or his sister 
knew the identities of the two 
others, but “it is dear that the 
Kuwaiti authorities are trying 
to shirk the official responsibil- 
ity for tbe brutality that my 
father, brother and sister suf- 
fered" by singling out one 
suspect 

“There are witnesses in 
Kuwait who are willing to tes- 
tify in court to support and 
substantiate our argument but 
they have to be assured of 
protection against persecu- 
tion," said Mr. Farhat, who is 
. also appealing to the people of 
Kuwait to come forward and 
provide whatever information 
they have. 

In a lengthy statement he 
sent to the Jordan Times, Mr. 
Farhat said the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment reneged on its prom- 
ise to provide air passage for 
Miss Farhat, her doctor and 
lawyers as well as himself. 

“We returned the one ticket 
and the $1,000 that came with 


it, and I paid S12,O0O of my 
own funds to pay for the trip," 
be said, emphasising that the 
Kuwaiti authorities hinted that 
they had paid all expenses for 
Miss Naimat's trip to Kuwait 
last month. 

The suspect, named as Jaber 
Abdullah AI Motairi A1 
Omairi, wass identified by 
Miss Farhat in photographs 
sent to San Jose by the Kuwaiti 
authorities a few months ago. 

The man, said to be a former 
official attached to the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Interior, was said 
to have been involved in a car 
accident and to use crutches. 

The defence argument, 
according to reports from 
Kuwait when the court opened 
the case, is that tbe man had 
suffered the accident at least 
one week before the date that 
Miss Farhat says she was raped 
and shot and her father and 
brother killed. As such, the 
defence says, he could not 
have been involved in the 
attack. 

Mr. Farhat accused the 
Kuwaiti authorities of waging a 
psychological warfare" on Miss 
Farhat. 

He said Miss Farhat and the 
team accompanying her to 
Kuwait were put up at a hotel 
overlooking a graveyard. “This 
had a very depressing effect on 
my sister and others," Mr. 
Farhat said. “Our rooms were 


bugged and the press did not 
have access to us as was prom- 
ised earlier.” 

He said the authorities de- 
liberately planted a man on 
crutches with features similar 
to the suspect in the hotel 
elevator that Miss Farhat was 
taking on her way to the court 
in Kuwait. 

This, he said, appeared to be 
aimed at intimidating Miss 
Farhat since she was reminded 
of the actual assailant and also 
confusing her memory. 

-The same man was also put 
on a court line-up which did 
not include tbe actual suspect, 
and Miss Farhat identified tbe 
man as her assailant because 
his features were very much 
like the suspect and were furth- 
er “burned into her memory.” 

This was the reason Miss 
Farhat identified this man as 
her assailant during the first 
line-up, but when the actual 
suspect was produced in the 
second line-up she corrected 
herself and identified him with 
no hesitation, Mr. Farhat said. 

“If I don't get my rights in 
this court, I mil get my rights 
in the hereafter," Miss Farhat 
reportedly told the court after 
identifying the man. 

“From tickets to eavesdrop- 
ping to elevator games, a dis- 
cern able pattern of manipula- 
tion, avoidance and deception 


has been characteristic of 
Kuwaiti government be- 
haviour,” Mr. Farhat charged. 

“The Kuwaiti government's 
lack of respect and manipula- 
tions in dealing with our case 
reveal most clearly the uncar- 
ing, irresponsible, duplicitous 
government which returned to 
Kuwait after the war and re- 
mains in place today,” be said. 

The Kuwaiti government has 
not made any public comment 
on the affair, which refused to 
die away against the backdrop 
of the relentless efforts by her 
never-say-die brother. 

Reports suggest that 
Kuwaitis suspected the Farhat 
family of collaborating with the 
Iraqis during their occupation 
of the emirate and hence the 
rape and execution of the two 
men. 

Miss Farhat, who was left for 
dead, survived to tell her story. 
She says that the family, resi- 
dent in Kuwait for 30 years, 
had actually joined the Kuwaiti 
resistance against the Iraqis. 

The Farhat case is described 
by international and American 
human rights groups and 
Lawyers as a litmus test for not 
only Kuwait's disposition to tiy 
some of its own citizens for 
atrocities but also Washing- 
ton’s position on respect for 
human rights and justice when 
it comes to its allies. 


Belgium’s choice of Albert 
as king seen playing safe 

“His insufficient preparation 
made Prince Philippe too vulner- 
able,” Mr. De Qerck added. ‘Tt 
was a matter of the the highest 
importance because the survival 
of the monarchy and of federal 
Belgium were at stake.” 

Some commentators said 
Prince Albert's quick acceptance 
might have been aimed at taking 
some pressure off the Belgian 
franc, a constituent of the Euro- 
pean Community’s exchange rate 
mechanism, which has been hit 
hard by speculators over the past 
week. 

Belgians were preparing Mon- 
day to bury the king, as more 
than a month of national mourn- 
ing was declared. 

The body of the king, who died 
Saturday evening following a 
heart attack at bis holiday resi- 
dence in Motril, southern Spain, 
arrived at Brussels military air- 
port late Sunday. 

Tbe king’s widow Spanish- born 
Quden Fabiola. and Prince 
Albert flew back here with the 
body. 

The government announced 
that the public would be able to 
visit the body lying in state at tbe 
palace on Thursday and Friday 
and that the funeral would take 
place next Saturday 
King Baudouin was a staunch 
Catholic and bad sparked a con- 
stitutional crisis in April 1990 
when be refused to sign a law 
legalising abortion. He effectively 
abdicated for a day as it went 
through. 

A period of national mourning 
until Sept. 7, the day King 
Baudouin would have been 63, 
was also decreed. 


BRUSSELS (Agendes) — Bel- 
gium's Prince Albert of Liege will 
succeed his late brother, King 
Baudouin, because Prince 
Albert’s son PhIHppe has not yet 
been fully groomed for the 
monarchy of this linguistically di- 
vided country, political analysts 
say. 

Prince Albert, 59, who was 
next in line to the throne, sur- 
prised the nation on Sunday by 
accepting the government’s offer 
to take the throne. Many Bel- 
gians had expected him to stand 
aside in favour of Prince Pbilipe, 
33, a bachelor with as yet limited 
political 'and economic experi- 
ence. 

King Baudouin, who had no 
children, died aged 62 of a heart 
attack Saturday while holidaying 
in Spain. 

The analysts, recalling that 
King Baudouin had played a ma- 
jor unifying role daring bis 42- 
year reign, felt Prince Philippe 
bad not yet acquired tbe political 
muscle to rule a country split 
between Dutch-speaking Ban- 
ders and French-speaking Wal Io- 
nia. 

■ 

“To have chosen Philippe 
would have been a leap into 
uncharted territory, whereas 
Albert was a safe choice,” Jean 
Stengers, Professor Emeritus of 
modern history at Brussels Uni- 
versity, told Reuters. 

Lou de Qerck, chief editor of 
the daily De Standard newspap- 
er, wrote in an editorial com- 
ment: “Because there were in- 
dications that (Philippe’s) intense 
preparation was not yet com- 
pleted, the government has de- 
cided not to take any risks.” 


Palestinians may be net losers in Israeli blitz on Hizbo liah 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — What appears to 
be a devastating defeat of anti- 
Israeli guerrilla groups in tbe 
seven-day Israeli bombard- 
ment of South Lebanon last 
week may have weakened the 
Tunis-based Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) as 
well as Palestinian opposition 
parties based in Damascus, 
Palestinian observers in Tunis 
and Damascus say. 

For the PLO, which is trying 
to get something worthwhile 
out of tbe 21-month-old Mid- 
dle East peace process to sal- 
vage its political position, 
Israel's war against Lebanon 
represented a double blow. 

The Israeli blitz on South 
Lebanon is likely to oversha- 
dow and possibly sideline, for a 
while at least, the Patestinian- 
Israeli track, in the peace talks 
during the imminent visit of 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to the region. 
Tunis-based Palestinian offi- 
cials say. 

Although the pro-peace 
talks PLO factions and lead- 
ership have not been on the 
best terms with Hizboliah, the 
main target of the Israeli 
attacks, the Shi’ite group was 
seen as apressure valve against 
the Jewish state and thus a 
bargaining chip for the PLO 
and the negotiating team in 
their talks with the Israelis. 

"Tbe Syrians were known to 
be using Hizboliah as a press- 
ure group against Israel. Tie 


Palestinians too were happy to 
have the intifada on tbe inside 
and the guerrillas in South 
Lebanon on the outside waging 
a dual war against the 
Israelis," said an Amman- 
based advisor to the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team. “It was 
thought to be a sort of bargain- 
ing chip that kept tbe Israelis 
aware what war was like when 
compared to peace,” added 
the advisor, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

But Hizboliah and the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC). whose combined 
killing of eight Israeli soldiers 
this summer sparked the Israeli 
attacks, maya now be forced to 
put an end to their guerrilla 
war against Israel. 

The reduced military clout if 
not elimination of the two 
groups means a bargaining 
chip lost to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, Palestinian 
observers say. 

“This is it. They are forcing 
all Arabs to capitulate,” said a 
spokesman for the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). one of the 
10 Palestinian parties based in 
rzmascus which oppose peace 
tralks with Israel. 

The Amman-based Palesti- 
nian advisor said cynically: 
“This will not be a step back 
for the peace talks at all. It will 
accelerate the process because 
one of the two outstanding 
issues with Syria was the milit- 
ary attacks against Israel from 
South Lebanon and an agree- 


ment on the Golan. Now one 
of the two is eliminated and so 
we are moving on with the 
so-called peace process." 

Tie PFLP and other ten 
Palestinian groups based in 
Damascus as well as the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas are all allied with Hiz- 
bollah, which also opposes the 
peace talks. 

While Hizboliah has consis- 
tently received military and 
financial aid from Tehran, its 
main patron, through Damas- 
cus, Palestinian observers are 
almost unanimous in their be- 
lief that Damascus condoned 
the attacks against Hizboliah. 

“Hizboliah was a bargaining 
chip for the Syrians. Damascus 
used Hizboliah as such. Had 
Damascus been genuine in its 
support for the group it would 
have done more than making 
whimpering statements during 
the last 10 days," said an 
emboldened Tunis-based PLO 
official on condition of anony- 
mity during a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan Times. 

According to Tunis-based 
PLO officials, Damascus- 
based Palestinian opposition 
groups weie told by the Syrian 
army 10 days before Israel 
began its military operation 
against Lebanon that by Au- 
they would have to leave 
iuth Lebanon. 

PLO officials have claimed 
that Damascus was using both 
Hizboliah and the Palestinian 


in Damascus as bar- 
gaining chips which could be 
turned in one by one to “Israel 


groups 

earning 


and the Americans.” 

“Every time the Israelis ask 
for Syrian concessions in re- 
turn for Israeli concessions, the 
Syrians can hand someone 
over to the Israelis, since the 
pawns are Lebanese and 
Palestinians, there will be no 
internal Syrian revolt,” added 
the PLO official from Tunis. 

Provided that this is true, 
only one group, the PFLP, 
could corroborate this claim. 
"We know that the Palestinian 
groups in Damascus are living 
on borrowed time," said the 
Amman-based PFLP spokes- 
man. 

Many of the Palestinian 

S oups in Damascus are said to 
worried about there fate if 
Damascus does turn against 
them. The 10 parties and 
groups based in Damascus 
have nowhere else to go with 
the possible exception of Ye- 
men, Iran or maybe Sudan. No 
other country is likely to accept 
them. 

The allegations against 
Damascus are serious. The 
feud between Mr. Arafat and 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad has cooled off some- 
what, the mistrust and dislike 
remain. The Palestinians be- 
lieve that the U.S.-Israeli 
coalition hopes to "make a 
deal" with Syria which would 
entail a demilitarisation of 
South Lebanon and Sinai-like 
deal over tbe Golan Heights. 
Such a deal, the Palestinians 
fear, is an Israeli-U.S. goal and 
Syria would accept it as a 
face-saving arrangement. 


Meanwhile the Palestinian- 
Israeli track in the peace pro- 
cess wonld be put on the back- 
burner with proposals and 
counter-proposals about points 
of reference, terminology and 
the extent of self-government 
being passed back and forth by 
Palestinian delegates and 
Egyptian diplomats. 

Once Syria and, by implica- 
tion. Lebanon, would reach an 
“acceptable” peace with 
Israel, the Palestinians would 
stand alone as the “obstacles to 
peace” and would be left to 
accept what was offered them 
or withdraw and allow the 
others to make a separate 
peace agreement with tbe 
Israelis, say Palestinian 
analysts. 

They see last week’s Israeli 
assault on Lebanon as another 
catastrophe for the Palesti- 
nians that weakens an already 
toothless tiger — the PLO — 
and could be a back-breaking 
exercise for the opposition 
groups which are likely to find 
their next exile even further 
from the shores of Palestine. 

However, not all Palesti- 
nians are quite so pessimistic. 
Palestinian fighters based in 
South Lebanon and the Bekaa 
Valley in particular say Israel’s 
tactic to shell civilian targets in 
order to turn tbe population 
against Hizboliah could fail 
and create a massive backlash, 
according to first-hand obser- 
vers just back from Lebanon. 

“This could be the end of the 
peace talks and not another 
step to facilitate it as was plan- 


ned by the Israelis and the 
Americans,” a Palestinian 
military commander in the Be- 
kaa Valley was quoted as tell- 
ing reporters in Beirut. “The 
population will back Hizboliah 
and support retaliation against 
the Israelis; this war has only 
just begun.” 

Independent observers and 
press reports Monday also in- 
dicated that Lebanese civilians 
where venting their anger at 
Israel rather than Hizboliah 
and guerrillas who had fought 
Israeli occupation forces. 

While some observers say 
the Hizboliah may stage a 
come-back and that last week's 
fighting was just the beginning 
of a larger war involving Leba- 
non and Israel, most Palesti- 
nian observers see this as un- 
likely because of Israel's milit- 
ary superiority. 

However, all agree that no 
group has shown itself to be as 
formidable and consistant an 
enemy of the Israelis as Hiz- 
boliah. 

Born during the Israeli 
onslaught and invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, Hizboliah 
has always been a friend of the 
Palestinians. 

Hizboliah fighters fought 
with Fateh and the rest of the 
PLO against its main Shi'ite 
rival faction — Nabih Bern’s 
Araal militia — in 1983/1984 in 
what was known as the war of 
the camps. 

At the time Amal fought 
Palestinian military, and some- 
times civilian presence, in 
Lebanon blaming them for the 


Israeli invasion and the civil 
wars waged inside Lebanon. 
But it had been the PLO fight- 
ers who had enlisted, trained 
and armed the impoverished 
and marginalised Shi’ites from 
South Lebanon in tbe 1970s. 
Hoping for a Palestinian- Shiite 
alliance, the PLO had counted 
on the Shi’ites to swell their 
ranks to escalate an external 
war against Israel and better 
political representation in 
Lebanon itself. 

When the pro-establishment 
Amal turned agrainst the 
Palestinians, the Palestinians 
found allies in Hizboliah whose 
aim was both to fight the 
Israeli occupation of South 
Lebanon and to improve so- 
cial, political and economic 
conditions of their lot in Leba- 
non. 

The group's main backers, 
Iran, have financed Hizboliah 
operations and extended sup- 
port to leftist anti-peace talks 
Palestinian groups as well as 
Hamas. 

Many former Fateh fighters, 
™d «i«tly in Rashidieh and 
£ il n Al Hilweh refugee camps, - 
felt disillusioned and aban- 
doned financially by the PLO 

S Zf C ?, n l years have turned to 
Hizboliah and PFLP-GC 

Syria and the Lebanese’gov- 
ernment, Tunis-based- PLO 
officials say, are likely to inter- 
vene to stop ammunition and 

E&JSfl Tehran to 

? Hizboliah bases in the Be-- 
Valley if the Israelis and 
Americans “make it worth 
their while." 
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Father of Japanese 
crown princess 
leaves 
top post 

TOKYO (AP) — Hisashi Qs*£ . 
da, whose daughter recentijrmaj* 
ried Crown Prince Naruhito, hefe . 
to the chrysanthemum throneV-- 
has stepped down as Japan’s - topy . 
career diplomat for an adnscay^ 
position in the Foreign Ministry,' 
officials said Monday. Mr. Ow£- 
da’s transfer out of the politically^ 
charged vice ministership of Ag. 
Foreign Ministry bad been ex-y 
pected since his eldest daughter,. 
princess Masako, announced her. ■ 
engagement to the crown prince, 
in February. They were wed June'. 

6. Under Japan’s postwar con- 
stitution, the imperial family s_ 
strictly barred from exerasing 
political powers. Fears had been- yl 
expressed that Mr. Owada’s roles', TO 
as imperial father-in-law and one- » 
of Japan's top government offi- 
cials might conflict- Ministry offi . 
dais, however, played down fay. 
importance of Mr- Owada’sfamT-- - 
ly ties and said that, with bis: 
tenure In office running out any^ 
way, the move — effective Sun- . 
day — was a “routine personnel 
transfer.” Mr. Owada is also re-/-, 
porte dly still being considered for- 
the ambassadorship to Washing 1 / 
ton — the most prestigious and" . 
politically delicate post of all — 
after a year or two as ministry •. . 
advisor. Media reports snide 
another, lower-profile alternative^ 
could be a teaching job at HaiyV 
vard Law School. . 

Ramos will not 
attend Marcos 
funeral 

MANILA (AFP) — Philippine . 
President Fidel Ramos Monday 
ruled out attending next month’s', 
scheduled homeland burial of de- ' 
posed dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, saying the “national iih 
terest" was more important.- 
Gen. Ramos, a Marcos cousin 
who led a military revolt that sent 
tbe strongman to exile in 1986, 
told a news conference that his \- 
aster. Senator Leticia Shahani, 
would represent him and his 
family at foe funeral. “The sym- 
bolic gesture that you are asking 
for has been done by me already 
by allowing die return of the 
remains of the late president, 
which did not take place during 
tbe previous administration,” 
Gen. Ramos said. Former Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino barred the - 
remains of Marcos, who died in 
Hawaii in 1989. Gen. Ramos last dr 
week agreed to a compromise ' 
under which the remains of MR 
Marcos would be flown directly 
from Honolulu to his h. cne pro- 
vince Uocos Norte for *MiriaI in 
early September. 

Priest stole charity 
money to pay for 
lavish lifestyle 

MELBOURNE (AP) — A Ro- 
man Catholic priest pleaded guil- 
ty Monday to stealing 1.8 million 
dollars (SI. 25 million) from char- 
ities to pay a lavish lifestyle. 
Father Vincent Kiss, 61, 
appeared in the country court to 
seven charges of theft between 
1984 and 1990. Each charge car- 
ries a maximum sentence of *“ 
years in prison. Prosecutor Kei_ 

Si 1 beit told the court that Fr.. 

Kiss, who managed charity trust 
foods, enjoyed a "lifestyle of the 
rich and famous.” Mr. Silbert 
said Fr. Kiss bought a house in 
the Philippines, equipped 
another home in Melbourne wife 
ajacuzzj and spent thousands of 
Mliars on landscape gardening. 

He made regular overseas trips 
and often hired chauffeur-driven 
limousines. Fr. Kiss will be sent- 
enced later this month. 

Minister disowns 
Italian tax on dead 

ROME (R) — Italy’s health; 
minister, stung by criticism that fr 
health tax was being imposed on 
the dead, said she personally. 

with the levy but it 
impossible to cancel it this year.. 
Radio phone-in progr amm es 
have been flooded with calls from 
outraged citizens complaining - 
that they were forced to pay as 
umual medical tax of 85,000 lire 
(*52) for every member of the 
family, even those who died this ' 

rvL 1116 Vatican newspaper- 
L Osservatore Romano described . 
the tax as “the latest and most- 
fatter insult that Italian people- 
have had to endure from the tax 
authont.es.” Health Minister- 
Pia Garavaglia said she 


^understo^d^v 
wl t0,d 8 overnmefl t - 

was both personally and political 


■ SET 1 t0 u the fa*- She said in^ 
a stetement she hoped to abtfiri- 

w ^ lch Was approved by .. 
parliament as part ofa scries of: - 

SS. i? e, ? d,n 8 ems heeded -to;- - 
ters to family units in 1992. 
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